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BOOKSELLEft^ 

On the kepublication of 

Biihop FOWLER'^ 
Design dp Christianity; 



sik, 

YOU ait iiow, ad 1 ani infornicd, reprint- 
ing that ineftimable Book^ Bijhop FowUr^i 
Defigh of Cbrijiiamty. I have parttcixlar^ 
and very Axohg ReafbnS) to believe, that your - 
principal Inducemeiit to this, hai not beeh any 
lucrative or ielfUhView: but the full Perfualicii 
lof your own Mind, and the Teftimony of Perfons 
in whole Integrity and Judgment you dare con* 
fide^ concerning the i^iety and Learning of the 
Author ; the Excellence of the Work itfelf ; its 
Importance to every Chriftiah ; and the particu- 
lar Want bf it in the Age whereiii we live; Give 
me Leave therefore to con^atulate you, as the 
happy InftrUihent In a Republication^ which, by 
the Bleffihg of God may prove of very great and 
general Ufe ; and which feems to have taken iu 
Rife from Motives fimilar to thofe which firft gave 
Birth to the Treatife itfelf* 






iv On the Republication 

The celebrated Author of the Biograpbia Bri- 
tannicay in his Notes annexed to the Catalogue 
which he gives of the Works of this truly pri-- 
mitivc Bifhop, makes the following Remar k ■ 
** The Value ofthefe mojt excellent Books have been 
" little underjloody elfe they would have borne more 
*^ ImpreJJions than they ^^iv^."-—— There are in- 
deed few Men of found Learning, and true Piety, 
who have been acquainted with Bifliop FowUrh 
Works, but will join the Sentiments of the inge- 
nious Writer above-mentioned. There may be, 
and let us alfo hope, that there will be a Time, 
when theje (hall be diligently fought after, ca^e* 
fully cotjeded, and preferved in tire to Pofterity. 
You have made a generous Step towards it ; and 
whofoever may hereafter have the Honour of 
completely executing fo defireabk a Plan, your 
Foundation muft have its Ufe and its Reward. 
That both thefe may be ample, and the former 
of them become daily more manificft, is my ar- 
dent Prayer and very fincere Wifli. 

The eminent and truly reverend Author of the 
following Treatife is too much known in the 
learned World, to ftand in need of a CharaAer 
here ; efpecially as fuch Particulars of his Life, 
as could be colledled, have been lately inferted 
amongft thofe of the mod illuftrious Perfons whom 
this Kingdom has produced. The beft Know- 
ledge of him is to be had from his Works, in 
which let not the Reader look for the Graces of 
Oratory, which were by no means- the Ofcjed of 

this 
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f>f ihe Defign .^ Cbrifiiamty. r 
<his excellent Peribo's Attentioiu Indeed the 
^Strength of his Judgment, and Weight of his 
Heafonings, are fo much fuperior to his Diflioa 
and Stile, that the latter will appear to a Dl(ad« 
vantage upon the Comparifon. Yet howfoever 
iu\poliibed in divers Places, he is intelligible, clear, 
^nd nervous in all ; never puerile, frothy ^r tri* 
£ing. * He lived in times of great Difcord and 

Un- 

• For the Satisfaftion of fuch as have, not Oppor- 
tunities of confulting the Biographia Britamiica, in the 
third Volume of which the Reader may meet with 
fiiihop Fowler^s Life, it may not be improper to in- 
fert the following Particulars, chiefly extraded from 
thence. — Dr. EdwsirdFowUr was bom at WtfttrUiih 
in GUuctfterfitirt^ in the Year 1632, and died in the 
• Year 17 14, in the %z6. Year of his Age. His excel- 
lent Writings foon made him confiderable, and pro- 
cured him Prefern^nt in hmdon. He was fucceffively 
Redor of^//6«i7(wir's, Bread-Jireet, and St, Gilis\ Crif- 
flegatf. In the Year 1675, he was inftallcd Preben- 
dary of Gkucefttr y of which See in 169 1, be became 
the worthy fiiihop, and continued in it without any 
. Trai^flation to the time of his Deaths He appeared 
,early as an Advocate for vital and praftical Holincfs, 
againftthe^xr/ixvWtfffj; and afterwards, in the Reign 
^f King yoffirer the Second, when Popery, fupported 
by the Countenance and all the Power of a Court, 
was making formidable Advances, he was one of 
thofe Champions, who ftood up and fignaliaed tiem- 
felves in Defence of the Proteftant Religion, and of 
the Church whereof he was a Member. This Con- 
A 3 dua 
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*i [0n the Ripuhltc^ti&f 

Uncharitablencfi in Matters of Religion, which 
Vrcre too often proftituted to ferve political View^ 
and fecular Interests. As his great Talents made 
him confpicuous, his Attempts to confute Errors, 
to recpficile Difierences, and revive the true Spirit 
pf Ghriftianity, drpw upon hjm much Hatred an^ 
Abufe from Bigots and Enthufiafts. Unmoved 
^ith perfoflal Indignities, he perfifted in the Path^ 
of Candor and Charity ; and to wafh off the Stains 
of Prejudice, gently led his Opponents to the i 

dudl rendered him equally obnoxious to Papifts and 
Sectaries, and to their feveral Adherents. It fared 
with him, as it will do with all, who from the Supe- 
riority of their Underftandifig, and the Candor of 
their Heart, will not be influenced by the narrow 
Views of Party Intereft, nor fwim with the Stream 
pf popular Prejudice, but are determined to purfue 
Truth wherefoevcr it may be found.—- He was brand- 
ed, on one Side, as a peftilent Heretick ; on the 
other, as a Degrader of God's Grace, and a meer 
Moralifi;. His Enemies proceeded fo far as to com* 
mence a Profecution againft him, and we are told 
that they even obtained a Su/penfion, founded upoQ 
fuch Allegations, and attended yrith fuch Confe- 
quences, as may sit the fame time ferve to diHinguifh 
the Complexion of thofe times, the Spirit of the 
Pro'fecutors, and the immoveable Conftancy of that 
faithful Servant, who relies upon thisAflurance given 
py his Mafter, *' t BU^ are ye lohtn Men JhMl rennle 
«• you, and ferficute ymiy and fay ail manner of Evil a^ 
i* gainftyoufalfehffirmySah:' - 

^ ' t ^••*« ^- "• 

clear 
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rf the DeJigH of Cbriftianiiy: vS 
dear Fountain Head, exhibiting to their View 
THE Dbsion of Christianity. 

T^his moft gracious and amazii^ Defign, 
formed by infinite WiTdpni and infinite Goodnefs^ 
to produce Ghry to God in the Higbeft^ feaa on 
Earth J and good Will towards Men ; Glory and 
p£AC£ which {urpafs all human Underfianding % 
Good Will, no lefs than the Pardon of every 
Tran^reffion, Exemption from all Pimi(hment ; 
Reconciliation with our Creator ; and the puri- 
ijtng and fitting Mankind by Holsne& here, for 
Vernal Happinefs hereafter i how frequently is it 
forgot, how grofsly mifunderftood, and how ia- 
mentaUy perverted ! No fooner was the good 
Seed fown, but the fubtle Adverfary of Souls 
hafted to int^mix his Tares, nor can they be 
fi^>arated till the Harveft is completed. Chrift 
and his Apoftles have plainly taught, that the 
Requifites to Salvation are Repentance^ Faith, and 
Obe£ence*^^^o far, Chriftians feem univerfally to 
agree. Proceed a little further to illuftrate or ex- 
plain thefe, and the divine Simplicity of the Gof- 
pel is too often loft in the Inventions of Men. 
New Titles and Syflems, with infinite Divifions 
and DiftinAions inftantly arife. The enlightened 
Interpreter of Paul, the rational Pupil ofApdh, the 
jjrfallible Succeflbr of Cephas, and the file chcfm 
Follower of Chrift, can by no means agree about 
the Signification of Words^ or the Identity of 
things. Differences upon Points for the moft 
Part ^ulative and fruitlefs, have been found 
A 4 fadiy 
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viii On tie Kepubltcation 

ikdiy to diminifli, if not totally to deftroy tbolb 
^iTential Qualities of mutual Love and Charity.^ 
which our blefled Saviour has declared to be the 
, Badge or diftinguifliing Mark of his Difciples. 
As we all have the fame Creator, Preferver, and 
Father, the fame Redeemer, and the fame SanSi- 
fier, are all of us Candidates for the fame Hea* 
yen ? and acknowledge that HoUnefs is the Path 
which leads to it ? why do we fall out by the 
Way, or labour to divide it into difibrent Branches I 
The Apoftle St. James will refolve this Queflion, 
as he does another nearly related to it, to bur great 
Reproach and Shame, yam, iv. i.-r- Would every 
Man reft coritented to employ and improve in tho 
beft manner that he can, that Talent or Portion 
of Judgment and Knowledge which it has pleafed 
God to beftow upon him, the Scriptures alone are 
able to make him wi(e unto Salvation. If he does 
not find in bimfelf an evil Heart of UnbeUif^ but is 
firmly perfuaded therein is eternal Life (and none 
who is deftitute of this Perfuafion can pretend to 
ftile himfelf a Chrlftian) let him diligently confulc 
this only infallible Dire<ftory, that he may \ give a 
Reafon of the Hope that is in him: but ftill, accord- 
ing to the Apoftle-s Exhortation, be careful to of- 
fer that Reajhn^ not prefumptiioufly, but wiib 
Meeknefs and Fear, None would then fay wu$ 
his Brother^ Thou Fool^ for an involuntary, and per- 
haps an infurmountable, Difference in Opinion ; nor 
Xdoat about ^efihns and Strifes ofWords^ where^ 
of cometh Envy^ Sailings ^ and perverfe Difputingu 
t X Pet. iii. 15. t I Tim. vi. 4. 

Thcq 
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oftbe Bejign of Cbriftianity. ht 
7hen, indeed, might we hope to )ceep the Unity of 
ibi Spirit in the Bond of Peace. But how jQiall the 
Wi^faring Man difcern his Path, if he attends to 
thofe endlefs Mazes of Controverfy, which lie 
vopen to. his View on every Side ? Efpecially, as he 
.will find each particular Se£t, not only cenfuring 
.and raiding at, but audacioufly judging, and pailing 
jSentence of Damnation upon all the reft \ whilft 
Infidels exult, and cry, Jh ! Jo would we have it. 
Thefe are Reflexions, no lefs obvious than alarm- 
ing, in the prefent State of Chhftianity, infomuch 
that the Obfervation made of the primitive Chri* 
ilian^, which raifed fo much Aftonilhment in their 
Heathen Perfecutors, Ecce quomodo fe mutuo dili- 
£unt ! * would now be the bittereft Sarcafm that 
their jAdverfaries could utter. The Prevention of 
thefe Evils, fo far as depends upon human Endea/- 
yours, is attentively to confider, as well the Meam 
, as the End^ of the Gofpel Difpenfation. In this 
important and neceflary Enquiry, weihall be hap- 
pily aflifted by the pious Author of this Book* 
All his Reafonings are taken from Scripture : he 
forms no Defign or Syftem of his own, but moft 
powerfully and clearly explains that of Chrift ; 
nor does he claim our Attention further, than he 
fpeais forth the Words of Truth and Sober nefi. If 
he underftands and ji^terprets a Text differently 
from what Calvin did, no Admirer of that zealous 
jR.eformer has Caufe to be angry. Cahiin him- 

♦ Sec how they love one another f 

fclf, 
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X On the RepHblicatm 

feir (now we hope in the Regbns of Peace ^ni 
Blifs) would fcarce have been fo, if ItTing : or if 
he had, would only hate fliewn an Inftance of 
that Frailty, from which the bcft of Men are not 
wholly exempt. To confine the Title o( Evan- 
lelical Teacher to any one Man who has diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by particular Tenets, or to the 
Maintainers of thofe Tenets only, favours too 
much of human Arrogance. If any Man will do 
it's fPill, he Jhall know of the Do&rine whether it 
he of Godj fays the blefled Jefus. He will know 
it from the Teftimony of a good Confcience, 
from the Steadinefs of that Stru^re which is 
founded upon a Rock, and from the Fruits which 
are produced by his Faith in Jefus Chrift. The 
Comforter will dweH within and abide with him; 
but how far the Afiurance or Perfuafion of his 
Mind is fupematural or rational, either iii general, 
or in any particular Inftance, might be a fruitlefs, 
and at the fiime time a very prefumptuous Enquiry. 
All that ihould influence our Condud as rational 
Creatures, endued with certain Powers^ but thofe 
confined within very narrow LimitSj our great 
and gracious Creator has been pleafed to Write in 
kgible CharaAers, fo that he who runs may read* 
Let us then attend to that moft excellent Advice 
given by EKphaz in J(^^ and to the neceflary 
Caution which he fubjoins, f Remember that thou 
magnify his Work^ which Men behold. Every Man 
may fee it *f Man may behold it afar off* Still re- 

t Job xxxvi. 24, 25, 26. 
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9f the Defign ^ Cbrifiianity. xi 
member likewife, that Gadisgrtaty and we hww 
htm noU We know not, nor is it poflible we 
fliould ever thoroughly comprehend, his Opera- 
tions, Councils or Decrees. Sufficient for fucfi ] 
inreak Creatures is the Knowledge that they all 
flow from his immutable Attributes, and that thefe 
are the utmoft Perfedion of Wifdom, Juftice and 
Goodnefs. ♦ h not wy Way eptal ? dre not y&ur 
Ways unequal f is the tender Expoftulatbn of 
the God of Mercy and Truth. Reflexions of 
this Kind might teach us to confine pur Re- 
fearches within the Compals of human Faculties, • 
and inftead of vilifying or decrying thefe, to la- 
bour that we may employ them to the Glory and 
Praife of the Giver, which is infeparably con- 
Hedted with our own fupreme Good and Happi- 
ness. 

Ppffibly, in this unbelieving and diflblute Age, 
(here has not appeared a Work more deftrudive 
to Religion, than that artful one intitled, Chrtjiia^ 
pity not founded on Argument. Numbers have read 
^t, who through the fpeciousGilding, could fcarce 
jdifcern the Poifon. Had the Title been more 
plainly this ; Chrtjiiamty neither confident withRea^ 
fon nor Common-fenfiy it had done kfs Harm ; for 
every. Chriftian, who would venture to read it, 
would have known what to expeS, and have beeii 
upon his Guard. It would be well if tfaofe de« 
vout and well meaning Perfons who are abun-^ 
dantly fond of whatfoever appears myfterious, 
• Ezek. xviii. 25. 

would 
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xH On the Republication 

ivould confider how far they are ferving that 
Caufe, which from their Hearts they deteft; 
whenfoevcr they intetnperately rail at human Un- 
derftanding, and debafe human Power. The 
great, the adorable, and impenetrable Myftery of 
Godlihefs (ever impenetrable to Men, to Angds, 
and all created Beings) is this, Godmamfeji in the 
FUJh, But is the E-nd and Defign of this myftc- 
rious Incarnation, itfelf a Myftery ? when the 
Voice of God has declared, that ^fsr this Pur- 
p9fe the Son of God was mamfefted that he night de-' 
Jlroy the Works of the Devil, ; and that f the Grace 
of God which bringeth Salvation^ hath appeared 
unto all Men^ teaching us that denying Ungodlinefs 
emdworldlyLu^SjWeJhould livefoherly^ righteoufly^ 
and godly in this prefent World f looking for the bleffid 
Hope J and the glorious Appearance of the great God^ 
4sndour Saviour Jefus Cbrifii who gave himfelf for 
* usy that he might redeem us from all Iniquity ^ and 
purify to himfelf a peculiar People^ zealous of good 
Works. — Obedience is the End, the Effed, the 
neceflary Confequence, and the infeparable Con- 
comitant of Faith, or Faith is no longer living, 
but dead. But ftiil what Claim of Right, what 
Plea of Merit, can arife from fuch Obedience as 
Man is capable ofperformingf^—AfTurediy none. 
Doth the Lord thank that Servant hecaufe he did 
ihofe things whidf were commanded, ? I trow not,^^ 
. IVhen ye Jhall have done all thefe things which were 

* I John ill 8.. t Titusii. II, I2,&c. 
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of the Bejign of CbrifHanity. xiii 
mandedj fay^ we are unprofitable S^rvantSy we have 
done that which was our Duty to do. — * We can 
have nothing to glory of\ for f our Sufficiency is of 
God, X Every good and perfect Gift is from above^ 
and Cometh down from the Father of Lights^ whofe 
§ divine Power hath given us all things that pertain 
unto Life and Godlinefs, Thefe things are not en- 
veloped in Darknefs, but moft clearly revealed ; 
and of thefe we could have no Knowledge or 
Ailiirance, were it not through Faith in Chrift^ 
and in the Declarations made by himfelf and the 
Minifters of bis Gofpel. — If we fhould now be 
aiked by an Infidel — Whether Faith^ which is the 
Evidence of Things not feen^ be, or be not, a ra^ 
iionalPfrfuafion^ more or lefs intenfe, according to' 
the Stability of thofe Grounds whereupon we ap* 
prehend it to be founded, what are we to anfwcr ? 
A Teacher who ftiles himfelf Evangelical would 
probably ftart at the Word rational, and pro- 
teft againft it. Let us then feek for a better, a 
more fatisfadory, and clearer Definition- of Faith. 
— - 1 A truly amiable and devout Advocate for the 
AU-fufficiency of Chrift's imputed Righteoufnefs, 
and moft elegant Writer, now with God (I mean 
the late Reverend Mr. James Hervey) in his Ex- 

■ ' - — ^ — — 

• I Cor. ix. 16. t 2 Cor. iii. 5. % Jam. 

i. 17. S 2Pc^- *• 3- ' II See Mr. Ht^^v5>•8 

Prefatory Recommendation prefixed to Mr. Maij/baT^ 
QofpelMyftery of SanSHfication^ p. 6, 7. phntedvfor 
Mr. 7. Rivingtont Price Three Shillings. 
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xiv Oh the RtpuhUcatioH 

planation of the applauded Do£lrine and WorW 
trf" the Reverend Mr. Marjhal on San£lification^ 
defines it thus : ^< Faith fs a real Perfuafion, thatf 
^< GOD is pleafed to give Chrift and his Salva* 
** tion i to give him freely, without any reconn 
<' mending Qualifications or preparatory Condi- 
<^ tipns ; to give him, not to tomt Sinners only, 
^' but to me a Sinner in particular.«^It is likewilb 
^* an a^ual receiving of Chrift, with all the Be** 
*« nefits, Privileges, and Promifes of the Gofpel^ 
<< in purfuance of the Divine Gift, and on no 
** other Warrant but the Divine Grant." — ^This 
lafi OfRce is particularly infifted on, as "an eflen-. 
** tialPart, or as the ^r/«apfl/ A<a of Faith. To 
^' perform which, there is no rational^ no poffibU 
*< Way, unlefs we do, in fome meafure, aiTure 
^ ourfelves that Chrift and hisSalvation are ours*'' 
-—At the fame time we are cautioned againft the 
Error of imagining, <* * that we are able to pro^ 
*^ duce Faith in ourfelves by any Power of our 
« own."— And it is aflerted " that the Spirit of 
<* God habitually difpofes and inclines ourHearta. 
<< to a right Performance of this important A6i** 
—Yet, " that we muft not expe<a to have Faith 
«' wrought in us by fome Fatality of fupema^. 
*^ tural Operation^ without any Application ot 
<* Endeavour of our own $ but that we muft make 
** it Qur diligent Endeavour to believe in Chrift.'^ 
-^I^rom thefe Quotations out of the Works 

• See Mr. Hervey's Note^ p. 7. 
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I?/ the Defign of Cbriftiantty. xw 
of Men attached indeed to a particular Syftem* 
but truly eminent for Learning and Piety, have 
we obtained more clear and fatisfa£lory Ideas ; 
and can we better determine whether the Defini- 
tion of Faithy as a rational Pirfuajion^ may be 
admitted, or mud be rejeded ; as alio whether 
any Man is able, or not able, to do any thing to- 
wards obtaining a true and faving Faith ? ■ ■ Let 
every one anfwer thefe Queftions to himfelf.-- 
We will now, from the fame highly applauded 
Author*, coUedl a few Sentiments relative to 
Obedi£NC£ ; not with a Defign to criticize upon 
a fincere and truly pious Writer, but to examine 
what the Chriftian Caufe gains by Tenets f, 
^^ fonuthing mw and out of the common RoaJ.**-'^ 
X ^< Some, fays he, are fo near the Kingdom of 
*< God, whilft they continue in a natural State ; 
<< they are convinced of the Spirituality of the 
« Law, that it bindeth us principally to love 
** God with all our Heart, Soul, Mind, and 
^< Strength ; ahd to love our Neighbour as our- 
^ felves, and to perform univerfal Obedience to 
*' God, in all our inward Thoughts and Afiec* 
*< tions, as well as in all our outvrard AAions^ 
^^ and to do all the Duties that we owe to our 
*^ Neighbour, out of this hearty Love. And they 
*' Jif^gg^ <ind labour with great Earnejlnif% to 

• Marjhal on San£iifccUim. f Mr. Her'vefs 

Prefatory Recommendation to Marjhal^ p. ii. 
% Marjbal on San&ifieation, p. 79, 80. 

fub- 
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xvi On the RepublicaticH 

«< fubdue their inward Thoughts and Aflfc<aion« 
<< to the Law of God^ and to abflain, not onfy 
*< Trom fome SinSy but from all known Sins ; and to 
^' perform every known Duty of the Law, with 
^< their whole Heart and Soul as they think, and 
^< are To a£tive and intent in their devout Pra£lice, 
^' that they overwork their natural Strength ; 
** and fo fervent in their Zealy that they arc rea- 
** dy even to kill their Bodies with Failings and 
<< other Macerations, that they may kill their 
«* finful Lufts. They are ftrongly convinced that 
<^ Holinefs is ahfolutely neceflkry to Salvation, 
•' and deeply affefied with the Terrors of Dam* 
*< nation s and yet they were never fo much en-* 
*^ lightened in the Myflery of the Gofpel as to 
^< know, that a new State in Chrift is neceflar^* 
<< to a new Life $ therefore they labour in vain 
<< to ftform their natural State, inftead of getting 
<* above it in Chrift." — ^This is a very ftriking 
De(cription ; and from the Terms of it, could 
never be intended for the Reprehenfion of thofe^ 
who depend upon outward Ads, Ceremonies and 
Forms, or the Opera Operata : fuch as the 
Lip-labour of a certain Number of Ptf/^r-^j/^^-x, 
or Pilgrimages, Proceffions, Penances, and the 
like. If therefore the Meanii^ of it be, that 
we are none of us able to do any thing towards 
the great Work of our Salvation, without the 
Grace and AiBftance of God, it is unqueftion* 
ably good and found Divinity ^ but the myfte* 

rious 
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riou$ and obfcure manner of delivering it, may 

lay a Stumbling-block in the Way of many fin« 

cere and painful Labourers in the Vineyard of 

Chrift. More efpecially, if they attend to this 

which follows.**-—*' There arc many falfi Opi'^ 

^* mcMSf whereby fuch ignorant Zialots encourage 

*^ themfelves in their fruitlefs Endeavours. Some 

*^ judge that they are able to pradife Holinefs, 

'^ becaufe they are not compelled to Sin, and may 

** abftaih from it if they will. To this they add, 

*< that Chrift by the Merit of his Death hath re- 

^* ftored that Freedom of Will to Good, which 

** was loft by the Fall and that if they 

** endeavour to do that which lieth in them, 

«* Chrift will do the reft, by affifting them with 

<« the Supplies of his faving Grace : fo they truft 

^* upon the Graci of Chrift to help them in 

«* their Endeavours. They plead further, that 

^^ it would not confift with the Juftice of God to 

** punilh them for Sin, if they could not avoid it, 

^^ and &at it would be in vain for the Miniftera 

*^ of the Gofpel to preach to them, and exhort 

** them to any faving Duty, if they cannot per* 

<^ form it." ' Many candid and charitable 

Men, may poffibly think it too afiuming to brand 

all thefe as falfe Opinions, and the Maintainers of 

them as ignorant Zealots ; more particularly when 

a little further, uppii the Subject of Original Sin, 

they find thefe Affcrtions : ** ♦ Thofe who ac- 

* MarJhMl on SanSification, p. 89. 

[ a ] « count 
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<< count their Impotency aittficieatPleato-ox- 
«* cufe themfelves or othors, (hew tbtt thej 
^ wcri: never truly huoibled for that guest wH- 
^ ful TrakifgKiBon of all Manltind in theLoin^ 
^ of Adi^ms Inability to pay a Debt^ excuferb 
* not a DebtxM- who hath Ikviftied away all hia 
^ Eftate ; neidier doth Drunlctonefr <«cufe tha 
^< mad Aftions of a Drunkard, but rather ;qggra* 
*' vates hit Sift ; and our Imf>oteiicy confifleth 
*« not in ztmv^warH lo/eKKutivePffWiTjiutMihi 
*^ want ijf 4i willing AdSnd t6 pradife true HoliocA 
^ and Righteoufneft* Naturally we love it ool^ 
^ welikekiiotvbtitluftagaiiiftit^and hate <ba 
^ Ligbti if Men in a natural >Staiie had a heavty 
^ Love and Liking tl>l!ruelfcit«ds, and *iiJ^ 
*^ >?rif tfiirf ^^vr# Endeavour to pmdife it out of 
** hearty Love, and yet failed of the Events then 
^ they might iinder fo«ie Pretence plead for their 
^ i^xeufe (as ^foina do for tkem^eint thef wtrt 
^^ compeffed «3 Sinby aiiiiicvitahkFate^ fiat 
^ none b^ve jaftCaafetf^ piaad any iiich thing 
^ for their Bsccufe,, beca<dh noiu auhmfcur *& 
^ praitife true Holinefe out df hearty Lo«^ to &•» 
** until the good Work be bcgo* in their Souls : 
<^ and when God hath begtin he will perfed it, 
** and * wiU in the mean time accept their ready, 
«« Mtndy though they fall Jhart in PerformancK 
*« How abominable then and filthy is Man that ' 
^ drmketh Iniquity a^ Watcr^that canmt pra£fife 

* Compare thefe with the DefcrJ^tion above. 

« Holi' 
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•* HdUntfs hec&iife HE will not ? This Is their 

^^ juft Condemnatt6ri) that they love Darknefs 

*< rather than Lights (^c.* * "f Let us once more 

«i(k, whether the poor rgnorant H^alot^ who has 

encouraged hhnfelf in fruitlcfs Endeavours from 

the Opinions sibove delcribed^'may be able to coU 

leA, with greater Clearnefe and Certainty^ from 

the Dodrine and Poiitlons here laid down, hoW 

far he is obliged to, or capable of Obedience, and 

tortfequently how far he is accountable or punifli^ 

feble for the Want of it ?*-^^-Innumerable Quo- 

CaHons equally dark, perplexing, and uninteHi- 

gible to ifiaoy, might be made from the fame 

Woilc, (which Charity obliges us to fuppofe was 

Wrote wtth a truly religious Zeid for the Good of 

Mankind :) but iuch are generally the Supports 6f 

a peculiar Syfiem) how well foever intended i and 

tliefe had not been inferted, were it not that a 

Pcrfon of. fuch diftingiuflied Piety and Meeknefs 

as the JELeconmiender of it, has declared^ that 

♦ ** were he to be l>anilhcd into feme defolatc 

*< Ifland, pofleiTed only of /fc;^ Books befides his 

^* Bible, this fliQuld be ^n^pf the twQ) perhaps the 

« firft th^lic would ehoofe/' 

But,we return to this , admirable JEli^/rV^i/^/v of 
the Deftgn of Chrijlianlty now repuj^liihe^, which 
we hope will not he lefs acceptable or ufeful to 
any unprejudiced and fmcerely pious Cbriftian, qn 

^ 1i€rnij\ Prefatoiy DlfcQuffc to Matfitd on Sane 
[a 2] account 



Digitized 



by Google 



XX On thi RepnhUcati^f^ 

account of \tt being clear, rational, and demon* 
ftrative* From this Treafure* of yiimrf Divinity^ 
the Doubtful may be informed, and the Ignorant 
inftrufted. With the Bleffing of God affifting 
our Endeavours, we may all of us from hence 
learn^ fo to order our * Converfatim^ that it may ^ 
as becomeib the Go/pel ofChriJi^ and tojiand faft in 
One Spirity with One Mindj &tmng together fbr the 
^aith of the GofpeL We may from hence be in- 
ftrufled, fo to fteer our Gourfe, as happily to avoii 
the two moil dangerous Rocks. which lurk under 
oppofite Extremes, and endanger the Wreck of 
Souls. That is to fay. On the one Hand, the pre- 
fumptuous and groundlefs Claim of f M£rit to 
ourfelves from the Performance of any Duties ; and 
afcribing to any Works or Endeavours of our own, 
what proceeds from the free Gift and Grace of 
God :— On the other ; the abfurd Suppofition that 
there are no Faculties or Powers imparted to 
us by our Creator, which we have the Freedom 
or Power of ufing ; but that all our Aflions, In- 
clinations, and AiFedions, are determined by fu- 
pernatural Impulfe, iabfolute Neceflity, or an un- 
changeable Decree. The pernicious Confequences 
which follow from cither of thefe Perfuafions, 
carried to their utmoft Extent, need not be enu« 
merated. Indeed the warmeft Difputants on each 
Side, whilft they labour hard to fupport their re- 
fpeflive Syftems ; and, to ferve that Purpofe, 
. fcruple not to tear any Text from its Place, Con- 

* Phil. i. 27. t Sec page jO, 1 1 . 

nexion. 
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jiexioh» and Context : ftill, would gladly drop the 
moft flagrant, though neceflary Coniequences re« 
AiUtng from them. As few are hardy enough to . 
adopt or maintain thefe, he is accounted the ableft 
CaTuift who can beft conceal or evade them : but 
little does this favour of the Simplicity, or Defign : 
of Chrift's Gofpel. Moft happy would it be for 
us aU, if in our holy Religion we were rather fo- 
Ijcitous about the Substance than theFoRM^ 
lp& intent upon Speculation and Theory in dark 
a^ difputable Matters, than upon Obedience and. 
Pradlice where oi^" Duty is no lefs evident than, 
ifnportant^ In the/e^ the pure Word of God with- 
out huoian Comment. ox Refinement, will clearly, 
apd fufficiently inflru(^ us. It will teach us that 
we have natural Facuities^ but thofe fmce the Dif- 
cbedience and Fall of our firft Parents, extremely 
weak, and of themfelves infufiicient to produce 
fuch Obedience, and Holinefs of Life, as our Chri- 
itian Profeflion requires : that we alfohs^veyi^^r- 
natural AJfiJianus^ and thofe moft' powerful, and 
efficacious unto Salvation. That . both . the one 
and: the other are the Gift of God: neither of 
tiiem to be denied or deemed ufelefs, but both to 
be j^ratfifully acknowledged, ufed, and improved. 
That if we ajk we Jhall receive \ if we feek we 
JhaU find \ and if we knock it Jhall be opened 
unto us. That a very great and important Work 
irfet before'us, which we are called upon to per- 
form. That to every one that jfath^ (and ufeth) 
what is beftowcd lipon hini,* Jhall be given, and he 
[a 3] Jhall 
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Jh&U havi more Abundance \ but from the unp'dfiiabh 
Servant who hath n^t (doth not nfe or employ whac 
is beftowed upon him) flmll be takgn away even that 
which hi hath. Inftead therefore of difputing about 
the Mcafure of each Talent, which can only be 
known with Certainty to the great Lord and Giver 
of them, it highly behoves us to be intent upon 
the Ufe of them ; and, according to the Apeftte's 
Advice^ * laying afide all Malice^ and all GuiUy 
and Hypocrifies and Envies^ and all evil Speakings^ 
ets new- born Babes, to defire the ftncere Milk of the 
Werdy that we may grow thereby^. 

But I woutd not longer detain the Reader from 
the Treafure now before him : which, that he may 
carefully perufe, maturely weigh, and pradically 
improve, to his Advancement in Holinefs here, 
and to the Attainment of eternal Happinefs here- 
jifter, is the earneft Defire and Prayer of 

SIR, 

His^ emdTmr m0 ftmrt WeU^wiJher^ 

A- Z, 



;i1^et.ii.i,a. 
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T O THE 
Moft Rcverond Father in G O D, 

GILBERT, 

Bf DiviM Pfovidttac0» Lord Archbiflio|i 
Q F 

CANTERBURY, 

Primate of all Enghniy and Metropolitan « 
and one of His Majefty's moft Honour- 
able Privy Council, (^(^ 



My it pkaje T(mr Graffs 

^'T^Mloagfa I am better aycquc^ted 

I vkh my gre«c l>ef«^« thao 

'*' ^dly Co imagine I can write 

Any thing worthy a Dedicatioa to a 

Perfon <^ lb kfgb Digmty and gretit 

ift/dom, yet fince your Concern fac 

the bfift « ReUgiont is fuch a» be- 

[a 4] comes 
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xxiv DEDICATION. 
comes bim to have who is ics chief 
Minifter, next under his Majcfty, in 
the beft of Churches, I have taken 
thp Boldnefs for the SubjeSi^ fake, to 
prefix this Addrefs to the following 
jDifcourfe: nor can I doubt of your 
favourable Interpretation thereof, fince 
your Grace is no whit leis eminent for 
Candt^r^ generous Freedom^ and an oblig- 
ing Temper y than for the high Place 
you hold in this Church and King- 
dom, and the other great Accomplilh- 
ments thjait qualify you for it. 

My Lord, it is matter of great Sad- 
nefs to confider how ftrangely the Ar- 
gument that is here handled, The De-r 
fign of Cbrijiianity^ is mijiaken by mariy 
of its Profcflbrs, and how little it is 
heeded and laid to Heart by the Gene^ 
^ rality. By which means it is not only 
become very lamentably unfuccefsful 
to the making Men fober^ righttom 
and godly (for which End it is fo ad- 
mirably contrived in all its Parts) but 
is alfo fo fearfully abufed and pra^ifed 

upon. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



DEDICATION, xxr 

upon, as to be made the Occafion of 
moft vile and mifchicvous Opinions 
and Practices : infonuich, that not a 
few would probably have been better 
Men, more peaceable and governable^ 
le&praudj uncharitable^ uiyujl and cruel^ 
would have judged more truly of their 
Duty to God, (heir Neighbour and them- 
fehes, had they made no Claim to the 
Title of Chriftians. 

• This, it is apparent, may be truly 
affirmed of thofe Popijh Chriftians, 
whofe Lives are anfwerable to the cor^ 
rupt Principles which are peculiar to 
that Fadion : and if of Multitudes 
that profefs to reform from Popery^ 
the like were not too reafohably to be 
concluded, the Church of England 
would be in much happier Circum- 
fiances than now (he is. 

Thanks be to God, the T>o£lrine^ 
'I>ifcipline, and Liturgy of our Church, 
are fo far from giving the leaft En- 
couragement to Licentioufnefs, and a 

wicked 
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wicked Life> that they $u:e all adapted 
to the building us up in wr holy Faitb^ 
and the renderipg it effectual to the, 
€lean/ing us from allFiltbineJs. b$tiofFl(j(b 
and Spirit : and tho' too naany of her 
profe&d Sons be noCredit to their Mo^ 
ther^ yet aU, who are not grofly prejudv» 
cedsmuH; needs acknowledge, that thw 
Vices are a flat Contradiction to their 
pretended Belief, and that they know 
no better Men in the World, than arc 
thofe in the Comnvunion of our Church, 
vhofe Pradtice is governed by ibcir 
PriucipleSf 

It is therefore (my Lord) an indif* 
^table Cafe, that if the Defign of 
ChriAianity were better confideredp 
we fhould not hear Confcience pleaded, 
as now a-Days it- is, for Separation,: 
it being impoilible to inflance in any 
one Condition of Communion with 
(pur Church, that has the lea(l Shadow 
of Contradiftion thereunto, that is ior 
confiftent with, or in any refpe(St prer 
judicial to that Purity of Heart aod 

Par- 
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Participatioa of the Dtvthe linage^ 
which is neoef&ry to make us meet 
for the Enjoyfuent of God. But I am 
ibre, all fbber and confiderativePerfons 
are abundantly fatisfied from their fad 
Obfervation, that die great Defedioa 
that hath been made from our Church, 
bath proved infinitely pernicious to 
that Defign : and that a lamentable 
Decay of the Power of Godlinefs^ and 
felling away from that Rigbteoufnefs^ 
Purity^ HumiUty^ and Charity^ Ae 
enduing us wherewith is the Bufineis 
of our Saviour's Religion, hath been 
the Produd of Separation. 

It was therefore, my Lwd, the Dc-^ 
fign of the former J and is now of thif 
fecond Publication of thb Treatife, to 
endeavour the Undermining and Sub-* 
verfion of thofe Principles which havo 
fb fatal an Influence, and that tend to 
make thofe who embrace them, ex-^ 
tremely troubiefome to the Church, 
ill Subjeds and ill Neighbours, but 
Bioft of all injuriotts to their own 
. ^ Souh^ 
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Sauk* Thofe Principles being appa- 
rently founded in the miftaking, or 
not duly confidering, the great £r«* 
rand on which our Saviour was fent 
into the World, and the Scope of the 
Religion he left behind him. 

And, no doubt, there would quick- 
ly be obfcrved a blefTed Change in the 
Sentiments and Converfations of Chri- 
fHans, could they once be brought to 
a true and vigorous Senfe of the De- 
fign of Chriftianity. Towafcis the In- 
creafe of which may this mean En- 
deavour be in any meafure ferviceable, 
I could not be perfuadcd to repent of 
my Pains, though I were loaded ffiU 
with more and heavier Cenfures by 
deluded and weak People (hot to fay 
worfe of them) upon the Account 
of it. 

That the divine Goodnefs would 
fupport your Grace under the Burthen* 
of your Age, and deliver you from, 
the Infirmities that are incident there* 

unto : 
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unto : that the Church may long be 
blefTed with your Prudent Govern- 
ment, and the Succefs of your wife 
Counfels; and that you may live to 
fee her prefent Evils removed, and 
Fears prevented, is the unfeigned and 
earneft Prayer of. 



My Lard, 

Tour Grace's mofi Obedient^ 

and Obliged Servant, 
Edward Fowler, 
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[ xxxi ] 
THE 



PREFACE. 



T^jT/THEREAS, fomewhMi above a 

Acamni of the Principles and 
PraAices of certain moderate Divines, 
(abtffivtfy caUed LaiHudinarians) togetber 
with a Defence of tbemy (in a free Diicourfe 
between tbe two intimate Friends Theophi- 
lus and Philalethes) / bave in this ^reatife 
pnrfued tbe main^ and fundamental Reafon 
tf tbat Dialogue : and tf the Reader pleafes 
to give bimfelf tbe trouble of running oiver 
tbe following Pages j I bope he will be yi- 
ei^ed that tbe Do^rines which are cbiefy 
maintained in that Book naturally refult 
from, and tbofe which are moji oppofed in it 
are confuted by, the Argument here infijled 

If 'tis thought tbat in demonfirating tbe 
^4ddtfbment of real Rigbteaufnefs and true 
Molinefs in tbe Worlds to be the ultimate 
Defign of our Saviour's Coming, and the 
^rtnd Bufinefs of the Chriftian Inftitution, 
/ hanje taken upon me to prove a Propofition 

that 
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that is as evidently and indifputably true as 
any Firft Principle -, Imufi fay that Imofi 
heartily wijh there were more thought Jo than 
I doubt there are. And 1 have been fo far 
from giving any one the leaft temptation to 
fufpeS the contrary^ that I have exprejly 
Jhewn^ That there is nothing more clearly ap* 
parent than the Truth of it, to fuch as are 
not, either through Ignorance or fVilfulnefs^ 
very Jirangely blinded \ or that have, with 
any Serioufnefs, read the New Tejiament^ or 
even but a fmall Part of is. 

But though this be fo^ I may not be accufed 
offo idly employing my f elf in the firji SeSion^ 
as if 1 there held up a Torch to Jhew the Sun^ 
for I have only pointed to it by its own Light j 
that is, expofed to f^iew in a few Leaves, the 
Sum and Subftance of that abundant Evidence 
which throughout the Gofpel is given us of 
that great Truth. And whofoever /ball fay, 
that to do this was needlefs, Ifballgive him 
my unfeigned Thanks, would he make me fen^ 
Jible of a Mijiake in believing otherwife : and, 
upon that Account, rejoice to be convinced^ 
that I have fpent Time impertinently upon 
that Argument. 

But, alas, it is no lefs undeniable, that a 
I>ifcourfe of this Nature is ncceflary and 
feafonable, than that the Matter of it is 
true : for it cannot be doubted, that tSe De- 

fign 
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fign of the Chriftian Religion is by Abun- 
dam^ <^ its Profejfors miferabfy miftaken \ 
4nd that (though it is moft plainly exprejfed to 
ke the B^efifrn^ation of our Lives ^ and Puri* 
fic^uimpfour Natures^ and wholly adapted to 
$hat Pwrpofe) the Complaint that Tully took 
up of certain Pbilofophers^ viz. that they 
^Jeefned their Philafopby'Oiitnx.2X\ontm fci- 
cntiae, non Legem Vitas, a Boaft of Sci- 
iCijce, not a Law of Life, may be applied 
So not a few of thofe that are called Chri^ 
fiianSy concerning their Opinion of Chriflia- 
Jiity. 

4^id bejides th(it there are divers Opinions 
af which too many among us are greatly fond^ 
which ma^e it certain that they have enter'- 
S(^ined> univorthy Notions of the Defign of 
the Go/pel, // mi^ft be acknowledged that 
fuch Praftiees are likewife obfervable in the 
far greater Party as are aDemonJlration that^ 
if they have no falfe Conception of ity it is 
but little confidered, and therefore not tho- 
roughly believed, by them. And this alone 
is abundantly fufficient to avouch the Ufeful- 
nefs <if my Undertaking both in that and the 
two ether SeSions. 

And till thofe who profefs themfehes 

Ghriji^s Difciples more generally become ef- 

feffually fenfible (as thofe of the firji Ages 

were) That the Myftery into which they are 

[ b ] initialed 
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initiated is purely a Myftery of Godlinds, 
and that it is entirely compofed offucb Prin- 
ciples as tend throughly to inftruS Mankind 
in the Particulars of that Duty to which the 
Law of their Nature obliges them^ towards 
their Creator^ them/elves and their Fellow- 
creatures \ together with the moft power- 
ful Motives to excite, and the beft Means 
and moft fuccefsful Affiftances to enable 
themy to a faithful Difcharge of them ; we 
may never hope to out-live nor to fee the leaft 
Abatement of that grofs Superfiitionj Fana^ 
ticifm and Enthujiafm^ or tbofe mad Enor- 
mities and impious PraSlices^ which have now 
for a very long Timefulliedj and moji miferabfy 
defaced the Beauty, obfcured^ nay^ and even 
utterly extingut/bed, the Glory of the Church 
efChrifi'y have laid the Honour y with which 
jhe was defervedly once crowned ^ in the very 
Dufi ; and bring the mofi horrid Scandal 
upon her holy Frofeffton^ and that blejfed 
Name by which fhe is called. 

But not to detain tny Reader with a tedi- 
ous Preface \ Ijhall only obferve that he will 
have no Reafon to accufe me^ in thisTreatifCj 
either offiarting^ or troubling the JVorld withy 
Controverfies \ but he may on the contrary be 
fully ajfuredy That the right explaining^ and 
well improving the Subjeffj which is here 
handled^is the mofi effectual Courfe^ that can 

be 
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be taken to put an End not only to tbofeCon- 
troverjies^ with tvbicb we are at this Day 
difiurbedy but likewife to the pernicious EffeUs 
ff all others. What I now write is intended 
toftrtke at the grand Caufe of tbem^ as they 
are to be imputed to nothing fo much as to 
the Ignorance of or Non-attendance tOj the 
Defign of Cbriftianity. 

I will add no morCj but that if this fmall 
Performance is as ingenuoufly and candidly 
received as it is honeftly meant ; and if it is 
believed to proceed not from the Humour of 
Scribbling^ but from ajincere Dejire of doing 
fome ServicCy fuch a Suppojition will be but 
juft to him^ who is ambitious of nothing fo 
much as of being inftrumental towards the 
promoting of that mojl excellent ^ and infinitely 
important Defign in his own^ and in every 
ene's Heart and life. 



Northil], Bedfordfliire, 
April 17, 167 1. 



Edward Fowler, 
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Difconrfes and h&wM. And that h$ 

was uikmmmsU(F4(amfkjf 4^ tit Part a 

Candour and Ingenuity r T'it^ i»^ mar- 
"Oelkm Geotbnef^ and Meeknefs : The 
deepefiH\iiti\fity\ The ff'eatefi Contempt 

_^ tiieWofW: Thr mafi ftrfeO: Qosk- 
tftotment : The mr^ wsndirftd Charity 
aifd tendeifeft Coinpa0k)ti: Stu^endeits 
Patience and Submifiion. us the Oivke 

4 yf\\\ : the mofi f^ffftnate Lonrc of God, 

* .mid (fevouteft Temper of Miad towards 
hini;^ Mighty Confidence and Truft in 

^ ^- I God- 
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CH AK vr. 

Tiai t» make Mm tmfy vtriuHu and hofy^ 
was iBe Defigu of Cbri^i inimifidble 
Aftions^ «f miglky Woiks, and Mi- 
lackSk Jnd that tbtft ^d net cnfy tend 
^ ffmat» ih «^ ^ «MW mvim^ 
Afprnrnm Uad fig umi frmOtd, hit 

^ riM»# «^ %>^ froff^ t&0mif Hi a 

' > • * 

CHAP, vrt 

^iH to mth Min ivly ^Ms the ^^ tf 
Cbriffs Death, freixd ij /htran!hai 
9f Scripture : and bow it is efftStul fur 
that 'End, difct9er$d nl M Particidars. 

ckai?; W 

fM if is tnify prmothitt *^ ^^^¥^ "/ 

' tUKtlg' Jattf Bofyy ttPtcP fht Aj^tfntt' 

afmid at ly in/tfiii^ on tUp UMMt 4f 

»2 Gk^ 
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Cbri^s ' Rclurreftion^ Afcenfion, ani 
coming i^ain*to Jud^ment^ Page;i78 



; SECTION 11. 

C H A P. I. 

•fW Accounts, of the Bufin^s of mcUng 

V Man hofy: "Pbe firfi^^ Thatiiri8is'to.do 

r, ihe (gr^ateft Good to -M^n: and that 

J. thi/^lej/ing of making jMmhofyy U of 

ail other the great eft Good j proved hj 

feveral Arguments^ viz, Firfty That it 

contains in it a DeUvirantt from the 

X. worft of -Evils ^\ and Sin Jbewed iobo 

. theworjt. , . Page; 83 

- GH A^ P. II. ^ • 

The yecond Argument^ viz. That the Blef- 

ftng of vn$.king Men .holy, ii^ accompanied 

with ail' dt her that'afe mtft deJirabU^ 

\^ ond'ip^c^doMftMferyeioM^ 

.^ ^parHcuhrly with the Pardon of Sin^ and 
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CONTENTS. 

GoS^s fpecial Lwt : and that thofe things 

of wUcb ^Jenfiial Ferfons aft moft de- 

firousy an eminently to be found in that 

" Bleffing, Page 90 

C H A P- III. 

Ithe third Argument j viz. That wbatfoever 
dtber Blefftngs a Man may be fuppofed to 
have who is utterfy deftitute of Holinefs^ 
-4ht^ ^amot ftand him in fo mucbStea^, 
as only to make him not miferable. And 
all evil and corrupt ^jfjtGims Jhewfid to 
be greatly tormenting in their own Na^ 
turey and innumirahle fad Mtfchiefs to 
be the neceffary Confequence of yielding 

. Obedience to them* Page 96 

C H A P. IV. 

^he fourth Argument^ viz. That Holinefs^ 
-^when perfeBedy is Blejfednefs itfelf \ an4 

the Glory of Heaven confifts chiefly in it ; 
'■' Tins no new Notion : Some Obfervations 

•w it by the Way. Ps^e tc^ 

r" / as CHAP, 
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fife ^mti^cctmt $/ Mtr S^wom^j friftr^ 
ing the B^ffimfs of making Men be^^ before 
' 4Ui(y otlteft vis. That this is to do the 
beft Service to G^. An ^eOion «»- 
fatfredamnfl this Diffourje oftheDt^fgf^ 
of Chii^viity. ?^ 107 

h nil 1 1 1 u i mm iii g i m whm iww«»-w^w«www»— *► 

$ £; C T I N ill, 

C H A !P. J. 

The Firft Irtference. 

i^ai it appear^ from tbefKfi Hifcowrfey that 
0tr Saviour has taken the moft eftSuat 
pmfofor 4h* Purp?fe V f¥k4mg $fn in 

' j^y and maUfig t^ Partithm ^hit JkH- 
#f>. m^ U is fuNkttiir^ fbe¥lt4* 
^ Ote Qo^lziv^MtamH'i if^h^b 

^ ^eve qny thofe the fie^hem hfid, foha 

were prroileg^ with extraorHneaj Helff 

for thehnfro'omlenfcf tbtmfehes. An4^ 

' - I, %h^ 
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Mimal Ughi JiffMid nibm^MdwMci 
itga/in^ r^itfy imfiro^^ p$9fiuidulHem 
to m$ruM 0$ umMMIfy trm^ » m^l 

the b^be/t Impravemmt of ibdr RMfok^ 
' could at h0 toHfbide hut nfiry probable^ 
the Gofpel gives us an ustdoubtei Jiffurance. 
Tih fimoi isi four ^aufts, g. F«|vr 
DoSrittfiS fisiwid U U idknroi in the 
Go/felf sf which no Mau^ witbotU the Jf- 
fifiamc V dmm R^elation^ could ever 
once haw tb^ht^ and tb^ confain 
iueuderful Inducemttts^ and fb^ /# Ho- 
Unefsi The firfi tf which has Jhf more 
inff^init. V^gtliz^ iif 

C H A P/ %l. 

that tie Gofpel contains far greater Helps 
for ^fi&ing the Defign of mailing Men 
' inwaatdfy rigbteiuts^ and trufy hofy^^ than 
GodU mojt pecuUar People^ the Ifrad|^» 
ixwe^efmeurediuitb. Wiere it is fi^d^ 
;•», Vh4$ ^ISoj^is incouf^aify more 
*:' t^ ", ».4 effeffual 
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. ' ifiSual fm^JbU.Purpefe . than, thi Mo-. 
. fy^czVLaw was. %..And ibat fi0m^\no^ 
atber Jtcounts the, Jews were Jn C^aW' 
. ftames ,for, pbtmfdng a tbormgh Re- 
. formatim of life, and Pwijleation of 
Nature, like to tbofe mtb wbfcb our Sa- 
viour has bfej/ed bis Difcipks.r. P^gc 133 

C H A P; III; 

^4fiOhje8ion againft tbe, wonderful Efficacy 

of tbe Cbrifiian Religion for tbe Purpofe 

. of making Men boty, taken from tbe very 

little Succefs it bas berein, togetber witb 

V tbe prodigious fVickednefs of Cbrijlendom. 
AnAnfwer given to it in three Particu^ 
larSy viz. i. Tbat bowillfoever its Sue- 

i. eefs is, it ts evident from tbe forgoing 
Difcourfe^ tbat it is not to be imputed to 
any Weaknef^ or Jnefficafy in fbat Religion. 
Tbe true Caufes tbereof affigned. 2 . Tbat 

. it is t4)be expelled that tbofe Jkould be tbo 

^ worfefor tbe Gofpel, wbq will not be bet- 

; J^f^^ h ^^* 3'. ^^^ there, was a Time 

wben tbe GofpeVs Succefs was greatly an- 

^ JwerMeto^wbat bas been f44 tf ifJ^Ef- 

. 'jlfacyj ihdiba^^^ 
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* ^Ite. People of mtft uiAUmeabli widkolf 

/ li^HS^ The Ghofticks tmpreperty cm^ 
ChrifKans in awf Senfe. The Primitive 
Chriftiahs proved to h Mm of oxtdknt 
lively by the Tiftimonies of Faibers ton- 
tamed in their jlpologiex for them to their 
Enemieri and iy the AcknowU^mtas of 

. their Ekemies themfetves. An Account 
given in particular of their meek and fuh- 

'-'mj/jve femper^ out of Tcrtullian. 

Pa^ 141, 14a 

C H A P- IV, 

The Second Inference. . 

^bat vse underftand from what has been 
[aid of the Defign of Chriftianity, '^r«; 
fearfully it is ahufed by thofe who tall 
themfehes the Roman Catholicks. That 

. the Church of Rome has by feveral of 
her DoHrines enervated all the Precepts 
and Motives to fiolinef; captained in the 
GofpeL That fhe has rendered the Means 
therein prefpibed^ for the Attainment 
thereof^ extremely ineffedual That fhe 
has alfi^ 4$ greatly forrt^ljt44h$m^ JD/^ 
vn Infimesrf the Pa^^ Idolatnr; 

their 
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COM'TBITTSl? 

> f2«^ Image Wttdl#«w//||KMiHr. ffHt^ 
faying m Saints li^jarted smier, 

fiuud. Sam demon nf their Sbtffbt* 
wuest frnkniariy m tieir Prtfen to kbc 
Blefled Tirgin. f%e»r worfhippaig the 
~ Hoft tirtUri^ mi in^Jijhme ^ 
tinklMetrj, Smt ^(f ^ tkeirvkhi 
mi mp antt-chriftum ^aOHm, 

CHAP. V. 

The Third Inference. 

fbat theft two Sorts ef Perfens are very 
faoS^ : t. Sach as expiS U ham their 
Share in the Salvation tf the Go/pel' v^h^ 

. out true Iklinefs. 2. Sttch^ mitfh mite, 
asentmtte^^ theri^khet hj the Grate ef the 

'■ GoJ^ in UnbeUmfs. Page 179 

^ . CHAP. VI, . ,. 

The Fourth Inferwce. 

fhat a f^Vigietfianiaig ^fheDe^ 
:^Ou^^iuilt<^f9Slgipeitifhe'trm9fo^ 
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lim, I. Ofji^lt^^ fmih^ %. Of tit 
JmpiatUia vf Qkri^i ftigi^tutfmfs. 

Pagp it$ 

Ti» IliiBh iakrcuat. 

^dt w temt firm the Defign of ChHfti- 

anity the great Meafure and Standtard^ 

'- vfber^ vft are t» jnige of De^nes. 

Hew we «rs /# Jii^e ^ th Tnith of 

Psarim. Fa^ipi 

CHAP. VI^, 

^ewwe 4w t» Ju<%e tf /*eK«peffit|r tf 
J)pBrfm, 4iiper to he embraced or re- 
Jt0e^. 4 kief TXfcturfeofsheifatHri ^ 
Jp«^0//Fuadainental. Bowwefooffhrnt 
vhetber we etahrdetoB fitch, and whe- 
ther we hold not atff d^fitTtOive an4 
4tmmhlf Xnwf* F*ge igjt 
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^ C O N T E N <r iS, 

C H A P., IX. 
vThc Sixth Inference. 

That the D^gti.ol'Chtii^amtf teaches us 
what DoSrines and PraSiices we ought, 
asCbrifthnft hie'tnofi zealous for, or 
ag^inft. Page 20(> 

.: . C l\ A. P. X'- 
Thfe Seventh Irtfcrehce; 

^at the Dcfign of Chriftianity well eon'- 
/ideredy will give us great Light into the 
juji Bounds and Extent of Chriftian U- 

^herty. Of complying with the Cuftoms 
* of our Country^ and the Will of our 

.; Governors. The great Difference he- 
tween the Mofaical Law and the Gofpel, 
as to its preceptive Part. Page 203 

. .. 1 i C HA P.. XI. 

The Eighth Inference. 

that it is the moft unaccountable thing to do 
fiSkfkW^h is effentialfy Evil^ in Defence 
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CO^TENTdi 
^ the Cbrifiian R$ligianp\ cr tfofij^ Qfi- 
, mom frefumed to be Do£irin(s relating, to 
it. The Pope and Church i/Rome niofi 
highly guilty in this P^rticulfr. And not 
a few ofthoft^wbtf pfofefs Enmity againfi 
Popery too liaUe alfo to tbefyme Charge. 

Page ao8 

. 

CHAP. XII. 

The Ninth Inference. [ 

'^hat it is amoft umvdrrantdble thing for the 

' Minijiers of Chrifi- to prefer any other 

Defign before that of making Men really 

' righteous and holy. That this ought to 

he the whole Defign of their preaching. 

' That it is of as great Concernment that 

they promote the fame Bujtnefs by their 

Converfationsj as that they do it by their 

DoSfrine. Infinite Mif chiefs occafioned by 

the loofe Lives of Minijiers. Several In- 

* fiances ofPraSices extremely bldme-woph 

[ thy in Preachers of the Gojj^el, That 

they ought to have a Regard td theWeak- 

nejes of Perfons fo far as lawfulfy they 

may. That the promociog of Holtnefs 

• ; ^ ought 
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CH Af- %tlL 

The Telith Iiiifercncic* 

that an pbediint temper €f Mni is akex^ 
ceilent and neceffan ^aBficatim to pti^ 
fare MenforaJhnBetiifandrigbtUn* 
derftanding of the Go^ that it is fo 
fy virtner of (Hh^flf's Pfoi^fi. that it 
is ft i»its otvn Natare^ tUs Jbeweiia 
three Particulars^ viz.^ h tbm, i; li 
wilt hdp us to juis^ widiont Pr^ice 
€oncemtni tht DoSrineit contaihid in 
theGo^ 2^ It mH gjht Satisfaaion 
tjoncerning tbo maim Doffriner if Chr^i" 
amt^fmr rxcAlmg aty t^hai canaryifroiH 
meri Specutation^ 3« // will fia4re from 
the Caufes of ^or in tiiofe PmiUtrhich 
are of weighti^ Importance. Sin Caufes 
offuch krrors laid do'Ofm i and an Aedient 
LifpofitioK^ of i4ini fhe»ed t^fecnre from 
^ each of them, Fagjt aa ^ 226 
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CHAP. XIV. 
The JLaft Infeitoce« 

pfot we are iat^bt ly tbeDcQffk of Chrt- 
ftsanitft wherein the Effhue^ Power mut 
U/e of it cMtfifts. h0M€es in wbai Und 
of things it eem^s f»t. Far what Ends 
he feveral Exerdfa of Pietf and Devo* 

. turn are in/oined. How God ii glorified 
Ij Men^ and by what Means. fFbamitis 
€ur Duty to ejleem^ and carry anrfelves 

. towards^ as true Cbriftians. That iyfd^ 
lowing the Example of Chriftf and mak^ 
ing his Life our Pattern^ wejball afnra 
aurfehes th^ the Defign of Chriftianicf 
is effeOid in «r, and that we are endued 
with its Power. Page 237 

The Conclufion. Page 249 
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THE 

DESIGN 

OF 

CHRISTIANITY. 

I N T R O D U C T ION. 

THE Accufation, which O^j and 5f«//j«j 
the grand Adyerfaries of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, had the impudent Confidence to 
bring againft it5 namely. That it indulges Men 
in, and encourageth them to, the Pra£);ice of Im- 
morality and Wickednefs, is fo notorioufly falfe 
and groundlefs, that there is nothing truer, nothing 
more perfpicuoufly (hewn in the Books that contain 
Chriftianity, than that the very contrary is the 
gnat Dejign of it. But yet notwithftanding, thofc 
who will carefully obferve the Lives and A£lions 
of an Infinite Number of fuch as call Chrtft their 
Mafter^ would be very Ihrcwdly tempted un- 
doubtedly to conclude, ^^X.iwsn fecrHly tlnnk^ 
what thofe Heathens had the Face topubtijb. 

And as for even moft (I fear I may fay) of thofc 
Profeffors of Faith in Chrift, who have efcapcd 
the fcandalous and more grofs Pollutions of the 
World J that Man who (hall take an exa6k Survey 
of rZvir Convcrfations alfo, and confidcr about 
B w^*' 
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2 . The Dejign of Cbriftianity. 
what Matters they mo/l hu(y themfelves, what 
the Defigns are which they cbiify profecute, and 
that not only as A&»| but as Chri/iiam too ; what 
Things they ate that exerdfe ti^/l of their Zial, 
and for and agsunft which is fpent the greate/l 
part of their Retigims Heat; will be ftrongly in- 
clined to fufpeft, that though they have not en- 
tertained fo highly diihoxiourabl^ an opinion «f 
'their Saviour, as to efteem him a Patron of Vice, 
yet they think fo undervaluingly of him, as to 
judge him fo mean a Friend to Holinefs, as that 
the promoting it in Mens Hearts and Lives, if it 
vas at all a Defign of his coming into the World, 
and of the Religion he left beiund hiol, yet it 
was at heft but a Bye-me^ and that fome other 
Matters were much man ia his View^ and^iir* 
dpally intended by him. 

Though I will not fay that the greater Pait of 
our moft forward Profefibrs have their Heads 
leavened with fuch Thoughts, yet any one may 
dare to affirm that they behave themfdves exa&ly 
as if they had : And moreover I am abfolutely 
certain, tha^ it is utterly impoffible^ Men (bouM 
make fuch a bufUe and ftir about Matters of none, 
or but finall Importance, to the ferving or preju- 
dicing the real Intereft of d^cir Souls; and, on 
the other Handi be as lukewarm, unconcerned, 
and cardefi in divers Things that have the meill: 
inme£aU and dirOt tendency to their eternal 
Welfore; if they dkly confidcred, . and had a 
faick Senfe of what was now intimated, wb. TImt 

I thi 
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The Defign of GhriJHanity. 3 

the Bujinefs. that brought the hleffei J if us hytbeap^ 
pointn^nt of God the Father down from Heaven % 
and the End of Ms making us the Objects of fuck 
rich and tranfcendant Kindnefs, was the defiroyif^ 
of Sin in us^ the renewing of our depraved Natures^ 
skeenneUing our Souls with virtuous ^alities and 
Dtvim Difpojitions and Tempers^ and (in One 
Word) the making us Partakers (f his HoRnefs* 
And fo long as there are but few that either be* 
licvcor confider, that this is The End of OirifHa^ 
nityy and that alone which it direSfly drives at, it 
cannot be Matter of Wonder, if Multitudes of 
thofe which laj a great Ckuffl io it, ftould. be 
(as excellent a Religion as it is) little the bettery nay» 
and in fome Refpe^s, even the worfe for it. 

And on the contrary, it is not to be in the leaft 
doubted. That aothii^ can be fo available to the 
introducing of a better State of Things, the 
abadng and periedly quenching our intemperate 
Heats, the regulating and bringing into due Order 
our wild Exorbitances, the governing and re- 
ftraining our extravagant and heady Zeal, the 
enduing us with bec(Mning Tempers, fober 
Thoughts, and good Spirits, as would the tho- 
rough Belief, the due minding and digefting of 
this one Principle. 

And for this Reaibn, I am not able to imagine 

how Time may be fpent to better Purpofe, thaft 

in endeavouring to pofleft Mens Minds with it: 

And to contribute thereunto, what it can, is the 

B 2 Bufinefr 
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4 "the D^tgn of Cbriftianity. Scft. I. 
Bufincfs of this Treatife : Whereof thcfc follow- 
ing are the General Heads : which (hall be in- 
iifted on with all poffible perfpicuity, and con- 
venient brevity, divided into three Sedions, viz. 

Seel. I. J plain Demorkftrationy that True Ho" 
Unefin the fecial D^figh of Chrijiianity. 

Sed. II. An Account J how it cifmes to pafs that 
./ tfUKSawo&n hfitb' laid fuch Strefi upon this^ as to 
prefer it before ^all other. ... ..,,. ,f , ,. ^ , - 

. ^. Sefl:, \\h An. in^ovementofthe yjholeDifcourfe 
, infeSifirjxl^^and m(^*pf-iheni?X2ibi\c2!i^ Inferences. 



; ' C H A R I. 

The Nature of true Holinefs defcribed. 

rT order to the Demonftration hereof^ it is 
neceifary to be premifed. That the Holinefs 
^Kidh is the' Defign of the Religion of Chrifi 
y^j; and is. by .various Forms of Speech ex- 
'prefledin the Gpfpel.(as'by GoMnefsy'tUghteouf 
nefsy Converjion ^nA Turning from S^tn^. Partaking 
of a Divine Nature^ with many other) js fuch as 
is fo in the moft proper and highe^ Senfe :' Not 
fuch as is fubje£led in any Thing without us or is 
is made ours by!a'mere External Applicationy or is 
only Partihl: But is originally feated in the Soul 

amf 
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Ghap. I. Tie Tiefign of Cbriftianiiy. 5 
and Spirit^ is a Complication and Combination 
of all Virtues, and hath an Influence upon the 
whole Man (as (hall hereafter be made to appear) 
amd may be defcribecl after this Manner. 

// is Jo found and healthful a Complexion of Soul^ 
as maintains in Life and Vigour whatfoever is ef 
fentialto ity and fuffers not any Thing unnatural to 
mix with that which is fo ; by the Force and Power 
whereof a Man is enabled to behave himfelf as Af- 
cometh a Creature endued with a Principle of Rea^ 
fon ; keeps hisfupreme Faculty in its Throne^ brings 
into due SubjeSiion all his> inferior ones^ his fenfual 
Imagination^ his brutijh PaJJions and Affections. 

It is the Purity of the human Hearty engaging 

tbofe in whom it reJideSy to demean themfelves fuit^ 

ably to thatjiate in which God hath placed them^ and 

not to a£l unbecomingly in any Condition^ Circum- 

yfance, or Relation. 

It is a Divine or God-like Nature^ caujing an 
hearty Approbation of, and an affe&ionate Compli- 
ance with the eternal Laws of Rigbteoufnefs\ and 
a Behaviour agreeable to the ejfential and immutable 
Differences of Good and EviL • . - 
. But to be fomewhat more exprefs and diflind^ 
though very brief. , 

This Holinefs, is fo excellent a Principle, or 
Habit of Soul, as caufeth thofe that.^re poiTefled 
of it (I mean fo far as it is vigorous and predor 
tninant in them).. 

. Firft, To perform all good. and virtuous. Acr 

^tions, whepfqevcr ,thcie is Opcafiqpf and Qppqr- 

B 3 tunity 
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€ the Dejign of Cbriftianrty. Seft. f • 
tunity; and ever carefully t6 abftain from thoffe 
that are of a contrary Nature. 

Secondly, To do the one, and avoid theother, 
from truly generous Motives and Principles. 

Now, in order to the right Underftanding of 
this, it is to be obferved, That ASlians may be* 
come Duties or Sins thefe two Ways. 

Firft, As they are Compliances with, or Tranf^ 
greffions of Divine ^^iw Precepts. Thefe arc 
fuch Declarations of the Will of God, as rc- 
ftrain our Liberty for great and wife Reafons, in 
Things that are of an indiflerent Nature, and 
abfolutely confidertd, neither Good nor Evil: 
And fo makes Things not good in themfelves 
(and capable of becoming fo, only by Reafdh of 
certain Circumftances) Duties \ and Thmgs not 
evil in themfelves. Sins. Such were all the In* 
junSions and Prohibitions of the ceremonial hzyr % 
and feme few fuch we have under the Gofpel. 

Secondly, A£tions are made Dtaies or Sinsy as 
they are agreeable or oppofite to the Divine Mo-^ 
ral Laws : That is, Thofe which are of an in* 
di(penfible and eternal Obligation, which were 
firft written in Mens Hearts, and originally Dic<» 
tates of human Nature, or necefikry Gonclu* 
Sons and Dedudtons from them. 

By the Way, I take it for granted (and I can* 
not imagine how any emfidiraiivey fuppofmg be 
be not a very debauched Perfon, can in the lead 
doubt it), That there are firft PrinctpUs in Mo^ 
ffHsj as well as in the Mftbemaiich^ Mitapbjficksj 

Ve. 
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Chip. I The De/igB of CbriftUmitj. j 
bft. I moan iiicb as are <elf»evident» and there* 
fore not capable of being properly demonftrated i 
as betng no leia to be knoirn and eafily aflented 
Id, than any Propofition which may be broughl 
for the Proof of them. 

Now the HtUmfs we are defcribing is fucb^ as 
cngageth to the Performance of tiic former Sort of 
Duii^y and Forbearance of the fomur Sort of 
SifUy for this Reafon primarify^ bccade it pieafeth 
Ahnighty God to command the one, and forbid 
the other: Which Reafim is founded upon this 
certain Principle : 7&r/ it is mo/i Ugbfy iecomng all 
roaJonaUo Creatures to obey GoJ in every Thng^ 
and as much tuibecomng them^ in any Thing t^ 
Sfoky him. And fecondarily, upon the Account 
erf* die Reafons (if they are known) for which 
God HMide thoTe Law8« And the Reafons of the 
Pf^fifnr Laws contained in the Go/pel are declared, 
of which I know not ad>ove diree that are purely 
fe, viz. That of going to God by Chrift, and 
die Inftitutbns of Baptifm and the Lor^s Supper. 

Again, this HoUnefs is fuoh as engageth to the 
pcrfomumce of the Duties^ and forbearance of 
the Sins of iJtkt fecond Kind \ not merdy becaufe 
k is the Divine Pleasure to publifli Comihands of 
thefe^ and Prohibitions of thefe\ but aifo, and 
efjpecially, for the Reafons^ which nx>ved God to 
ffiake thofe Publications : namely, becaufe thofe 
are good in tbem/elvesj and infinitely becoming 
Cieatures endued withUnderfianding and Liberty 
B 4 of 
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of Will ; and thefe are no lefs evil in their own 
Naturey and unworthy of them. 

That Man who would forbear, gratefully to 
Acknowledge his Obligations to God, or to do to 
his Neighbour as he would that he ihould do to 
him, Cffc. on the one hand; and would not fticlc 
at difhonouring his Maker, or abufmg his Fellow 
Creatures in any Kind, ^c. on the other; if 
there were no written Law of God for the former, 
and againft the latter; doth not thofe Duties^ nor 
forbears thefe Sinsy by Virtue of an Hply Nature 
that informs and ads him ; but is induced there«- 
unto by a mere animal Principle, and becaufe it is 
iiis Intereji ta to do. And the Reafon is clear, be- 
caufe no one that doth thus, only in Regard of 
the written Precepts and Prohibitions of the Di- 
vine Majefty, doth fo out of refpe£l to them, as 
fuchy but as they have Promifes^ but efpccially 
Threatenings annexed to them : For to be fure, he 
that performs the one, and forbears the other, 
.from any. lovely Notion he hath of Obedience^ and 
• any hateful one he hath conceived of Difobediencey 
.will alfo make Confcience of /i^/f and the like 
Duties, in regard of the Goodnefi, Fitneis, and 
.Excellency he difcerned in them\ and will. ab- 
itain from thefe and the like Sins, becaufe of the 
intrinfick Evil, Turpitude, and Pefprmity he ap- 
prehends in thfm : For thafe are no .whit lefs fna- 
nifeftly lovely, and worthy of Mankind, than is 
Obedience to the Pivine Will, confidered in 9n 
abftraded Notion; nor thefe lefs apparently vile, 

and 
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and abominable than is Difobedience, For that 
very Reafon which makes it an intolerable Thing 
to difobey a Law of God, {vt%. becaufe it is 
highly unjuft fo to do) makes it fo alfo to com- 
mit the forementioned, and fuch like Sins ; and 
fo on the contrary: Now this Propofition, That 
it is a bafe Thing to do unjuftly^ is one of thofe 
which I call firji Principles 5 than which there is 
nothing Mankind more naturally aflents to : And 
thofe Sins, with many other, are alike plain In- 
fiances and Expreffions of that (hameful Vice 
Jnjufticej though not of an equal degree of it. 

The Sum of what we have faidinthis Account 
of the Nature of True Holinefs is this, viz. That 
it is fuch a Difpofition and Temper of the inward 
Many as powerfully inclines it carefully to regard 
and attend to, affe£lionatily to embrace and adhere 
tOy to bf actuated by^ and under the Government of^ 
all thofe good practical Principles that are made 
known either by Revelation, Nature, or the Ufe of 
Reafon. . 

Now though nothing is more natural to the 
Souls of Men, confidered in their pure Eflentials, 
and as they came out of their Creator's Hands, 
than this moft excellent Temper; yet by their 
Apoftacy from God, and finking into brutifl) Sen- 
fuality, th^y fadly difpofleiled themfelves of it, 
and fo became like the Beafts which periih. But 
it pleafed the infinite Goodnefs of Divine Ma- 
Jefty not to give us over fo : For when we had de- 
firoyed ourfelvesf; in him Wf^ our Help found. 

He 
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He greatly concerned kimfelf for the Rfcoverj of 
faHen Mankind by various Me^ns and Medioda» 
and when the World was at the very worft» he 
made Uie of the moft fovereign and eftftiud 
Remedy. /&, who ut fundry Timis^ and in diytrt 
Mmnersy fpiAijn Time pqft unto th Faibin hy thi 
PropbetSj did in theft loft Days fend hit dearly be^ 
brued^ and enfy begotten Son to us. And to prove 
that the great Errand he came upon was the ef^ 
fie£ling of our Deliverance out c^ that finful 
Sute we had brought ourfelves into, and the put- 
ting us again into pofieffion of that Holine(s 
which we had loft, is now our next Bufioeft. 



CHAP. IL 

\/l General Demonftration that tbe Holinefs 
defcribed is tbe Befign of Chrifiianiiy by 
a Climax of Seven Particulars^ 

IN the firft place, in order to the Proof of 
this, it is worthy our Obfervatiooy that St. 
John the Baptift being fent to prqpaie the way 
before our Saviour, did fo, by teaching the Doc- 
trine of Repentance, and baptizing Men there- 
unto : And that we no fooner read of bis appear- 
ing in publtck, and entering upon his Office of 
Harbinger or Fore-^runuer^ but we find him preach- 
ing this Dodrine, and making ufe of the News 

of 
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of the Mejlah*s Approach, as a Motive to per* 
fuade them to that Duty. Matib. tii. i, i. In 
ihfe Days canu John the Baptifi pnachtng in the 
Wildnmefs ofjudsa^ and faying \ Repent yiy fit 
the Kingdom ofHeauen is at hand. And this was 
that which the Angel foretold Zaehariat he (hould 
do, when he gave him the firft Notice that he 
fhould be the Father of fuch a Son. Lnie i. i6» 
17. Jnd many of the Children of Ifrael fhall hi 
turn to the Lord their God', andhejballgo before 
Km in the Power ^ and Spirit ^Elias, to turn the 
Hearts of the Fathers to the Onldren, and the Difh- 
bedieTit to the Wifdom of the Juji ; to make ready a 
People prepared for the Lord: That is, he (hall 
make Way for the Meffiah with ifhe fame 2^ai 
agalnft all Wickednefs, as was expreiled by Elias \ 
and likewifewlth an immediate Commiffion from 
Heaven, as he had, in orfier to the working of a 
general Reformation among the Jews. Xhis 
iheweth that Chrift's great Errand to us, was our 
thorough Converfion from Sin, and the making 
us holy; feeing that the only Preparation ne*- 
ceflary for the Entertainment of him, confided in 
having this Work begun in us. 

Secondly, Upon the firft News of Chrift's near 
Approach, brought by Malachi, the laft of the 
Prophets, this is expreiled by him as that which 
fliould be his grand Bufinefs when he was come K 
The Lordf whom ye feek^ Jhallfuddenly come to his 

'Mahdiiiii. I, 2, 3. 

Ten^le^ 
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12 ,tbe De/tgn of Cbriftianity. Seft. V 
Tftnpki even the Mejfenger of the Covenant whom 
ji delight in (or, have a longing Expe£iation of.) 
Beboldy hejhall come y faith the Lord of Hofts : But 
who may abide the Day of his coming ? Or^ who 
Jballjiand when he appeareth ? For he is like a Re^ 
finer' s Firey and like Fuller's Soap: And he Jhall fit 
as a Refinery and Purifier, of Silver ; and he flmll 
purify the Sons of Levi, and purg$ them as Gold is 
furgedy &€• 

Thirdly, Immediately after his Conception in 
the Womb of the blefled Virgin, this was fore- 
told to Jofeph concerning him by an Angel. She 
foall bring forth a Sony and thoujbalt call his Name 
Jefus ; for hefijallfave his People from their Sins \ 
This 9icffing of making lA^n.holy was fo much 
the Deiign of Chrift's coming, that he had his very 
Name fjrom it. Obferve, the Words arc, He 
fisfall fave his People from their Sins; noX fyom the 
Funijhment of them : And (as will fully appear 
hereafter) that is the primary Senfc of them, 
which is moft plainly exprefTed in them ; That 
he (hall fave his People from the Punifi)ment of 
Sin is a true Senfe too, but it is fecondary and im- 
plied only ; as this latter is the never-failing and 
DecefTary Gonfequent of the former Salvation, 

This again was foretold by Zachariasy betwixt 
his Conception and Birth. He faith % Tiat God 
performed his Covenant in fending Chrift \ which 
Covenant confifts in this, That he wotdd grant us^ 

* Matt. i. 21, «. Luke i. 72. 

that 
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that uue^ being delivered out of the Hands of our 
Enemies^ might ferve him without Fear^ in Holi^ 
nefs and Righteoufmfs before bim^ all the Days of 
our Life, 

Fourthly, We likcwife find this cxprcffed by 
Simeon^ immediately upoii his Birth, Luke ii. 32. 
Where having called him God's Salvation^ which 
•he had prepared before the I^ace of all People, he 
adds that. He is a Light to lighten the Gentiles: 
whereby is tneant, that he (hould bring them in- 
to the Way of Righteoufnefs and true Holinefs. 
Holinefs Is nat in a few Plac^es expreffed by the 
Metaphor of Lightf- 2ind Jf^chdnefs hy that oF 
Darknefs : Turning from Darknefs to Light is ex- 
plained by ^ Turning from the Power of Satan 
unto God. And the following Claufe, viz. And 
the Glory of thy People Ifraely fignifieth the fame 
Thing: Namely, that in the Place of their out- 
ward and ceremonial Obfervances, called by the 
Apoftle * Beggarly Elements^ he fhould bring in 
among them a far niore noble, viz, an inward, 
fubftantial, and everlaifting Righteoufnefs ; and by 
abrogating that^ and eftablifiiing only this Righte- 
oufnefs, he fhould enlarge their Church,- an Ac- 
ceffion of the Gentiles being by that tneans made 
unto it. 

Fifthly, This is exprcffed by St. John the Bap- 
,tift, immediately before our Saviour's folemn En- 
trance, upon the Office, as his Bufinefs he wai 

^ Aas xxvi. *8, • Galat. iv. 9. 
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14 The Defign of Cbrifihmty. "^tdi. I. 
undertaking ^, / indeti baptize you with Water : 
unto Repentance (that is, efpecially from the more 
plain and confdied Exorbitances) but he that 
eometb after me is mightier than /, whoje Shoes I am- 
not worthy to bear ; he Jhall baptixe you with the 
Holy Ghojt^ and with Fire ; (which will take 
away thofe Stains and Pollutions, that Water 
cannot :) whofe Fan is in his Handy and he wiS 
thoroughly purge his Floor * 

Sixthly, Again, after our Saviour's Entrance^ 
upon his Office, he himfelf declared, that He 
eame to call Sinners to Repentance : And diat he 
was fo far from coming to deftroy the Law and 
and the Prophets, that he came wXngMnM, to ful- 
fil, or perfeA them t, that is, by giving more and 
higher Inftances of moral Duties than were before 
exprefly given : And he tells the Jews presently 
after, that Except their Righteoufneji Jhall exceed 
theRighteoufnefs of the Scribes andPhariJees (that is, 
iinlefs it be above their partial and merely external 
Righteoufnefs) they Jhall in no Cafe enter ijHe the 
Kingdom (f Heaven. And he abundantly made ic 
appear, (as will be quickly fliewn) that the Re»- 
formation of Mens Lives, and Purification of 
their Natures, were the great Bufinefs that he 
deilgned. 

^ Matt. iii. 2 and 12. s Matt. v. 17. OroXr,^Mcrtt» 
may iignify Jidly to preachy as Rom. xv. 19. and 
Col. i. 25. 

Laftly, 
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LafUy, This was frequently aflerted, after he 
foifoak the World, by the Apoftles he left be- 
hind him. St. Pfter told his Countrymen <^, 
That, as God fent Chrift t$ hk/s them, ib Ac 
Bli/pHg defigned them by him, confifted in tum-^ 
mg them from tlmr IniquitiiS* T9 you firft (iaith 
he) God having ratfedup his Son Jefus^ fent him t§ 
hlefs youy by turning every one of you from his Mifm-i 
ties. Again, j£ff v. 31. the fame Apoftle, with 
Others^ faith that, Him hath God exalted with his 
Right Hand^ to he a Prince and a Saviour^ to giwi 
X^entasue to Ifrael^ ondForgivenefs of Sins ; Repen^ 
tm^e firft, and then Forgivenefs. St. John tdb 
us \ that» for this Purpefe the Son of God wm 
mamfeftod^ that he might defiroy the IForh of the 
Devil \ And St. Paul calleth the Gofpel of 
Chrift, 7%e Myflery of Godlinefs^ i Tim. iii. i6» 
7bi DoQrine that is according to Godlinefs. And 
gives us to underftand that, that which the Gnure 
of God which brings Salvation teacheth, is, thai 
denying Ungodlinefs^ and all worldly Lu/isy we/bouU 
Bve foierfyj righteoujfy, and godlily in this prefm 
WorUK ^ 



I iii. 26. * 1 John iii. 8. *= , tj^^ ^^ ^^ 
» Tit, ii. la. 
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CHAR III, 

A particular Demonfiration that Holinefs 
is the only Defign pf the Precepts of the 
GofpeL And that they require^ i. The 
moft extenjive Holinefs, 2. The moft In- 
tenjhe. An ObjeHion anfwered. 

BU T to give a more particular Proof of 
what we have undertaken. 

Firft, It is moft apparent. That Holinefs is the 
Defign, the only Defign of the Chrifiian Precepts^ 
and that this is the Mark at which they are wholly 
levelled. What the « Apoftle fpake of the Jewijh^ 
may be much more faid of the Chrijiian Law, 
that // ii holy^ juji^ and good. For as Clemens 
^lexandrinus in his Padagogus faith, h Xfirw vvrnwrm 
Tl^lM«'ffK »r«v, &c. Even Infant- Chri ft ianity is Per^ 
feSliony compared with the Law or the Mofaical 
Difpenfation. 

There is no affirmative Precept in the Gofpel, 
but it either commands Holinefs in the general, 
or one or more particular Virtues, or Habits of 
Holinefs, or fome effcntial Aft or AcSs of it j or 
Means and Helps to the acquiring, maintaining^' 
or increafe of it. Such as hearing and reading 
the JVord^ Prayer j Meditation^ good Conference^ 

" Rom. vii. 

PTatch^ 
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JVaichfulnefs againji Temptations^ avoiding Occa^ 
JumsofEvilj itc* 

And there is no negative Precept^ but doth for* 
bid the contrary to fome one or more of thofe 
Duties ; but doth forbid fomething or other that 
doth tend either dircfUy ot indircdly, immedi- 
ately or mediately, in its own Nature, or by rea- 
fon of fame Circumftance, to the depraving of 
Human Nature, and tcndenngus perfe^Iy wicked^ 
or in fome Degree or other Ufs Holy, 

•To make this appear by going over the feveral 
Precepts contained in the Go<pel, vtrould be a 
Work of too much Time j but whofocvei*, as he 
reads them, (hall duly confider each of them^ 
cannot be to fcek for Satisfaftion, coricerning the 
Truth of what I have now faid ; and I dare un* 
dertake he will readily acknowledge, That there 
is nothing which is not upon its own, or fome 
one or other account, greatly becoming us, and 
perfeflive of human Nature^ in the whole Gofpel 
iommanded: And that there is not any Thing in 
itfclf, and in all Rcfpefts innocent, there for-' 
bidden. This can be by no Means faid concerning 
the Precepts of the Law of Mofes ; but that it 
may concerning thbfe of the Gofpel, is abfolutely 
certain* 

But my whole Difcourfe upon this prefent Ar- 
gument (hall be confined to thefe two Heads : 
Namely to fhew. That the Chrijiian Precepts re'- 
• ftire themoji Extenfive, and mo^ Intcnfive Holi" 
C neffi 






i8 rheD^pi0fCMftiMity. Sed* I. 
Ml^l that is» eioAly fuch a Holinefs as hadi 
been dercribed. 

Firft, 3'i&47 refuin the moji extoffivt HoUnefs^ 
Not only towards God, but alfo towards our 
Neighbour, and ourfelves. In the forecited 
Place, 7//. \u I2« St. Paul puts all thefe toge* 
ther, under the Phrafes of Uving foherly^ rigiti^ 
§u/Iyy and godlify^ as makiiig iip that Holinefs 
which the Grace of God, that brings SalvaiioHi 
teachetb. The Precepts of our Saviour command 
us not only to give unto God the Things that ore 
God's, but alfo to Caefar the Things that are 
Cae&r's: Not only to obey God in all Things, 
but to be ftdfje^ likewife to every Ordinance of 
tHaaifor the Lorffs Sake\ that is, to every Ordi- 
^ nance of Man that doth not contradlfl the Law 
of God : Not only to fear God, but alfo to bo^ 
nour the King, and to obey our fpiritual Gover- 
nors, which watch for our Souls, &c. and to be«« 
have ourfelves towards all Perfons fuitably to the 
Relations we ftand in to them: Wives to fitbmii 
themfelves to their own Hufbandi^ as unto the Lvrdi 
Hufbands to hve their fFives even asChriJI loved the 
Church : Children to obey their Parents in the Lordt 
and Fathers not to provoke their Children ts Wratb^ 
but to bring them up in the Nurture and Jdmonkion 
of the Lord: Servants to be obedient to their Maf 
tersy with Singlenefs of Heart as unto Chrifi, &c* 
and Mafiers to do the fame Things unto thertH fir* 
bearing threatening, or a haiib Bchayiour towards 
them, knowing that they^ have a Majler in Hea- 

ven^ 
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*oen ^y ^ith t^otii is no re(pe£t to Perfbns. 
We are commandect to love not our Relations^ or 
our Friends only, but alio att Mankind \ and to do 
good to all without CxCe)JtioD> though efpecialf/ 
to the lioujhold (f faith \ to good Men. Nay, 
our Saviour hath [aid a ftrici Charge upon us, not 
to exclude our malicious Enemies from our Z^# 
(that is, (f Benevolence} but to pray for them that 
defpite^liy ufe us, and to blefs thofe .that curfe. 
us^ Which Law, as harfhly as it founds to car* 
mlPerfons, they themfelVes cannot but acknow- 
ledge that what ie enjoineth^ fs heroically and 
Bighly virtuous. 

ScconcByi The Chrijfian Preeepfs require the 
mft intenjhe HoUnefs j not only Negative but P^- 
JSttuey at was now inthnatedj that is, not only the 
AeForbcaranccof what is evil, buttheferformance 
alfo of tdlat is good : Not only HoKnefs of -A- 
tims and ff^ordsj but likewife of Jjfeffions and 
Thoughts: The worlhip of God with die Spirif, 
as well as with the otitward Man; a holy 
Frame and Habit of Mind, as welt as a holy Life. 
They foAid cheriflitng Sin in the Hearf^ as welf 
as pra^fing it in the Converfation. They mik& 
hifiing after a Woman Adultery, as well as the 
grofs AS of Uncleanncfs. They make Malice 
Murder, as wdl as KUHng 5 they forbid Covef- 
ing no lefs than Defrauding ; and being, in love 
widi this World's Goodie, as much as getting them 
by unlawftil Means. 

» Eph. vi. • Matt. v. 44.- 

C % And 
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And I {hall digrefs fo far as to fay, that there 
is infinite Reafon that Thoughts and the inward 
Workings of Mens Souls fliould be reftrained by 
Laws, upon thefe two Accounts. 

Firft, Becaufe Irregular Thoughts and Affe£ii* 
ons are the immediateDepravers of Mens Natures ; 
and therefore it is as neceflary in order to the De- 
fign of making Men holy, that thefe fhould be 
forbidden, as that evil Anions and IVords fhould. 
But fuppofe this were otherwife 5 yet 

Secondly, Laws made againft evil Words and 
ASiions would fignify very little, if Men were left 
at liberty as to their Thoughts and AjfeSiions. It 
would be to very little purpofe to forbid Men to 
do Evil, if they might think and love it : For 
where the Sparks of Sin are kept glowing in the 
Soul, how can they be kept from breaking out 
into a Flame in the Life ? From the Abundance 
of the Heart the Mouth will fpeak, and the 
Hands a£l. 

But to proceed: The Pre£epts of the Gofpel 
command us not only to perform good Aftions^ 
but alfo to do them after a right Manner, with^ 
right Ends, &c» or in one Word, from good Prin^ 
ciples. Whatfoever we do, to do it heartily, as 
to the Lord and not as to men p. To h^ fervent in 
Spirit in our Service of God *». To do all to the 
Glory of God^. To be holy as he that hath called us 
is holy, in all manner of Converfation •• To beper^ 

P Col. iii. 23. t Rom. xii. 11. ^ i Cor. x. 13. 
• I Pet. i. 15. 
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fe^ as our heavenly Father is perfeSt ^ : Which Pr<- 
lepts fhew that we ought to imitate him, not only 
in the Matter of our A£iions, but likewife in the 
Salifications of them : Among which, that which 
I faid is efiential to true Hoiinefs, is a principal 
one ; namely, to do good Anions for thofe Rea« 
fons which moved God to enjoin them, and, I 
add, which make it pleafing to him to perform 
them hlmfelf, viz, becaufe they are either in 
themfeivesand upon their own account, excellent, 
worthy, and moft fit to be done, or are made fo 
to be by fome Circumftance. 

Our whole Duty to God and our Neighbour 
(as our Saviour hath told us) is comprehended in 
the Love of them : And the Love of God required 
by him is a moft intenfehove ; We are commanded 
' to love him wi^h^lljtie fleart and Soul^ Mind and 
Strength * j and th/^ of oyr Neighbour which he 
hath made our Duty, is fuch, as for the Kind of 
it, is like the Love which we bear to our/elves ; 
fu,ch as will npt permit us to wrong him in his 
good Nanuy any more than in his EJlate or Perfon ^^ 
fuch as will not allow us rajhly to/peai^ or fo 
much as think ill of him ', fuch ^s v^ill caufe us to 
put the beft Conftru£^ioos on ^fe A£tions of his 
that are capable of various Interpretations », fcff. 
And. for the Degree^ fuch ^^ will make us willing 
to lay down our very Liv^s for him, that is, •'for 
the promoting of his eternal Happinefs /. 

* Matt. V. 48. « xix. 19. ^ Tit. iji. » i Cor. 
;riii. 5. ^ i John iii. 16. 

C 3 To, 
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To fum up all together. We are commandeii 
to add to our Faith Virtue^ to Virtue Knowledge^ to 
Knowledge Temperance^ to Temperance Patience , to 
Patience GodHtie/sy to GodHnefs brotherly Kindnefs^ 
and to brotherly Kindnefs Charity *. To behave our 
ielves in all Refpe<^s towards our Creator as be« 
Cometh his Creatures, and thofe which are under 
unfpeakable Obligations to him : Towards one 
another, as becometh thofe that are endued with 
the fame common Nature, and according to the 
different Relations, Engagements, and other Qir- 
cumftances we ftand in each to other : and towards 
ourfelves according as the Dignity of our Nature 
requires we fliould. In fhort, tuhatfoever Things 
are true, tuhatfoever TUngs are hone/f^ whatfoever 
Things are jujtj whatjhever Things are pure ^ what- 
foever Things are hvefyy whatfoever Things are of 
'good Report J vAatfoever Things have Virtue and 
Praife in them •, are the Objeds of the Chriftian 
Precepts, and by them recommended to us. Let 
any one read but our Saviour's incomparable Ser- 
fnon upon the Mount, the twelfth to die Romans^ 
and the third Chapter of the Epiftle to the Colo/- 
Jtansy and well confider them, and it will be 
ftrange fliould he find it difficult to aiTent to the 
TruA of that Propofition. 

Even Trypho himfdf, in the Dialogue betwixt 
Ju/iin Martyr and him, confeffed, that the Pre* 
cepts contained in the Book called the Gofpel are 
^aviiari^ f^ IdfyttJ^f Great and Admirable. Hpf^ith 

^ 9 Pet I 5, (5, 7. * pty, Jf. 8. 

indee4 



Digitized 



by Google 



Chap.Ifl. TbeDtfignafChriJHanity. 4j 
Indeed, that they are fi afimrahlet as that befit- 
^e£ted them not to he ij human Nature ehferv^ 
able I but in that lie ^ake not unlike to himfetf, 
that is, a prejudiced an(| carnal Jew. 

If it be now ol^eded, that notwithftanding 
what hath been fatd concerning the C(ri^/tf;iPr^^ 
cepts recommending the moft devated Virtue to 
be pra£Hfed by us, it is acknowledged by all fober 
Chriftians, that they are not to be underftood in 
lb high a Senfe as to require of us indefecUve and 
unfpotted Holinefs, or at leaft that our Saviour 
will accept of and reward that Holinefs which is 
hr {hort of Perfect i and therefore he can be no 
fuch great Friend to it, as hath been affirmed : 
The Anfwer is very eafy ^d gbvious, viz. Tliat 
our Saviour's not rigidly exa£tiAg fuch a Degree of 
, Hoiioefa as amounts to Perfisffun^ prococds from 
b^ac^9 th^t the Attaiiunent xif k is is Ibii State 
ioftpoflSble to vs ; 9nd therefore it i$ n^t to be at- 
tributed to his Liking or Allowance of the ^eaft 
Sin, but to his fpecial Grace and Good-will to 
ifijoo Mankind : Nay, moreover, it \|^oooed$ 
fiom his paifionaDe Defire tibat we may be as pure 
and holy, as our unhappy Circumftances will ad«- 
init ; he well knowingt that ffaould he declare 
that nothing {hort of PerfeHion fliall be accepted 
at oUr bands, he would make urdefperate, and 
take libe moft efledual Courfe to caufe us to give 
^vcr all thoughts of becoming better, nay, and to 
Jet the Reins loofe unto ail Uiigodlinefs. But yet 
nothing (hort of Sinceritfj and diligeta, firUus En^ 
C 4 deavours 
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aeavdurs to ahjiain from all Sin^ will be admitted 
by him in order to our being made the Objedls of 
his Giacc and Favour : And as for wilful and 
prefumptuous Sins of what kind foever, he makes 
no Allowances for themy but hath by himfdf and 
his Milliners declared very frequently, that they 
fliall no( be pardoned, without our Reformation, 
And, Laftly^ notwithftanding the Allowances and 
Abatements that in tender Compalfion to us he is 
pleafed to make us, no lefs than our abfclutely 
ferftSi Holinefs is defigned |}y him, though not 
Jo be eflFedled in thisy yet in the other World. 



CHAP. IV. 

^bat Holinefs is the only Defign of the Pro- 
mifes of the Gofpel, Jhewed in two Par^ 
ticulars: And of the Threatenings therein 
font^ined. 

SEcondly, The Premifes and Threat^ings of the 
Gofpel have moft apparently the promoting 
of Holinefs for their only Defign, 

Firft, The Pronufes^ it is plain, have. This 
St. Peter affureth us, 2 Epiji, Chap. i. Fer. 4. 
JVhereby are givfin unto us exceeding great and pren 
cious Promifesy that by thefe you might he Partakers 
of the Divine Nature^ having efcaped the Corruption 
fbfit is in the World through Luft, And St. Paul 
doth m9i^ than intimate the f^me, in % Cor. vii. 
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I. Having (faith he) theft Promifes^ dearly Be- 
loveds (viz, thofe which the foregoing Chapter 
concludes with) let us cleanfe ourfehes from alt 
Filthinefs of the Flejh and Spirit^ perfeaing HoUnefi 
in the Fear of God. Again^ Rom^m, !• I befeecb 
you J by the Mercies of <jody that ye prefent your Bo^ 
dies a living Sacrifice^ holy^ acceptable to God, which 
is your reafotuibU Service, And be ye not conformed 
to this prefent Worlds hut be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your Minds^ Sec. 

I . We always find thefe Promifes either limited 
to holy Perloiis, or made Ufe of as Encouragements 
and exciting Motives to Holinefs, The Apoftle 
tells us, that it is Godlinefs which hath the Promi^ 
fes of the Life that now is^ and of that which is t§ 
come *. The Promife of the beatifical Vifion is 
made to the pure in Heart, Bleffed are the pure in 
Heart,, for they Jhall fee God ^. That of the King- 
dom of Heaven to the poor in Spirit % or thofe 
that are of humble and lowly Tempers. The Pro* 
mife of obtaining Mercy to the Merciful **. That 
of inheriting the Earth (of temporal Felicity) to 
the Meek % or fuch as live in Obedience to Go- 
vernment, ^c. That of eternal Life to thofe that 
patiently continue in Well-doing ^ That of fitting 
with Chrift on his Throne, to thofs that over* 
come ^, that is, that mortify their Lufts and cor- 
rupt AiFcAions. The Promife of a Crown of 

• I Tim. iv. * Matt. v. 8. ^ Verfe 3. * Verfc 7. 
• Verfe 5. ^ Rom. ii, 7. « Rev. iii. 21 . 
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Life is ufed 89 a Motive to perTuftde to Paith^ 
fidmfi io P^afhK But to what Purpofc do I 
mukiply Inftancesy when as there is not a parti* 
cwlar Prmm/i thrpughQut the whole Gofpel, but 
k is exprefled, or plainly intimated; that its Per- 
foraiance depends upon Tome Duty of Haiine/s to 
be on our Parts lirft performed, or atieaft hearttljr 
endeavoured. And whereas the Promifes of Par- 
don, and of eternal I^ife are very frequently mad^ 
to beUevin^^ there is nothing more evidently de- 
dared than that this Faith is fuch as purifieth the 
Heart, and is produftive of good Works. 

2. Nay, the Nature of theft Promfa is fuch, as 
is of itfelf fufficient to fatisfy us, ^hat H9Unefs is 
lie Deftgn of them. 

I. This is manifeftly true cfmcerning; the prin^ 
tifal PromfeSy or fhofe which relate to the other 
UiU. TJiey may be reduced to thefe three Heads ; 
That of the Hofy Spirit i of Remiffion ofSiWy and 
efeUrnal Hoppinefs in the Enj^mer^ efGod. 

Now for the firft of thcfe, vi«. ihe Promife ^f 
the Spirit, that is it to which we are beholden for 
Grace and Affiflancc in the great Work of Aibdu- 
ing Sin, and acquiring the Habit of Hoiinefs ; and 
this is the very Bufmefs for the fake of which that 
Promife is made to us. 

And >for the iecond and third, they are (uch as 
none but holy Souls are capable of. That none 
but fttch are capable of having the Gtdlt of their 

* Rev. ii. 10. 
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Chap. IV. TbeDefigncfCbrifiianiiy. 27 
6ins removed, and of being freed from the Dif- 
pleafure and Wrath of God, is felf-cvident; for 
the Guih of Sin muft needs remain while ict 
Power continues ; thefe two are infeparable from 
each other : Sin is fo loathfome and filthy a thing 
(as (hal! hereafter be (hewn) that it is perfe£Uy im- 
poffible that the Blood of Chrift itfelf ihould 
render a Sinner lovely, or not odious, in the Sight 
of God, any ptherwife than by wafliing away the 
Pollution of it. And nothing is more apparent^ 
than that holy Souls alone are in a Capacity of the 
Happincfs that confifts in the Enjoyment of Go4 
in the oth^r World ; than that, as without Ho- 
linefs nn MsLuJhail fie the Lord, (as faith the Au- 
thor to the Hebrews) fo without it none can fet 
Jiim : For the fujl and complete Participation of 
God, which our Saviour promifeth his Difciples 
and faithful Followers, arifeth out of theLikenefs 
and Conformity of Mens Souls to him : But there 
is fuch a perfefl Unlikenefe and Contrariety in 
impure and polluted Souls to the infinitely holy 
God, that it is impoflible there fhould be any 
Communications from him to them, any friendly 
Agreement and Complacency between him and 
them- Hj( ts not a God that hath Pleafure in Wici- 
ednefs^ neither can Evil dwell with him, PfaJ. v. 4, 
fFhat Communion hath Light with Darknefs f faith 
the ApoAIe, 2 Cor, vi. 14. But vicious and unholy 
$ouls are full of Darknefs, whereas God is puni 
Tplendid Light, and in him is no Darknefs at a)|. 
The Platoniflf would not ad<nit rtw.t any Man is 

capable 
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capable of being acquainted with divine Things, 
that, is not purged from that which they called 
fci^oua, and »AoyI», Rtmijmfs of Mind and Bru^ 
tijh PaJJions, How utterly impoffible then is it, 
that fuch as are not fo, (hould be acqua:. ited with 
Divinity kfclf ? Hierocles faith, uavi^ h^a}^ Xu- 
pSiyli, &c. As a Bleer eye cannot look upon o^q^ 
fvltifx, Things very bright and Jhining^ fo a Soul un- 
pcjpjfed of Virtue is unable to behold the Beauty of 
Truth: How unable then is fuch a Soul to behold 
the Beauty of God himfelf, to fe^ him as he is, 
;ind be happy in the Sight of him ? Thofe Eyes 
which have continually beheld Vanity (as faith 
an excellent late Writer * of our own) would be 
dazled, not delighted, with the beatifick Vifion. 
Thanks he to God (faith the Apoftle) who hath 
made us meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance of 
the Saints in Light ^. Thofe can by no means 
partake of it, that are not by Holinefs made meet 
and difpofed for it, WhatHappinefs can we find 
in the Enjoyment of God, when he is of a per- 
feiftly contrary Nature to our own ? And more- 
over. How can we then enjoy him ? There muft 
be in. us a Likenefs to him, or we cannot fee him 
as he is i for St. John proves, that when he ap- 
pearethy we Jhall be like him^ by this Argument. 

* See The Caufes of the Decay of Chriflian Piety ; 
or an Impartial Survey of the Ruins of the Chriflian 
Religion, undermined by uncHriilian Pra^ice. — Thi$ 
Book was wrote by the Author of the Whole Duty of 
Man, and well deferves repeated Pcrufals. 
kCol. i. 12. 
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Itt was one of the Maxims of the excellent So^* 
crates ', // is unlawful for an impure Nature i9 
touch pure Divinity, Now this being the Happi- 
nefs promifed in the GofpeJ, W9 eafily learn from 
the Coniideration of the Nature of it (it being not 
at all grofs and fenfual, but purely fpiritual) what 
is the Defign of thofe Promifes that contz^n it. 
At the firfi hearing of them^ though they ihould 
found (as they do not) like abfolute ones, we may 
be certain that Holinefs, and iincere Endeavours 
after a Participation of a Divine Nature, muft 
necefTanly be tacit Conditions of them, as with- 
out which our Souls cannot poffibly be qualified 
and put into an apt Difpofition for them. 

2. As the Promifes which concern the other 
Life are fuch as none but holy Souls are capable 
of ; fo thofe that only relate to this Life arc fuch 
as none but fuch Souls, will be contented with. 
They are only Necejfaries which the Gofpel gives 
us an AiTurance of, and fuch Things as may be a 
Help to the Exercifc of Virtue znd Holinefs; not 
Superfluities^ and fuch as ferve to gratify liquoriih 
Appetites. So we are .to underftand that of our 
Saviour, Matt. vi. 3. Firjl feek the Kingdom of 
Godj and his Righteoufnefs *y and all thefe Things 
Jhall be added unto you: The Worjds . foregoing 
ihew, that by [^all thefe Things'] we are only to 
underftand Meat^ Drink^ and deaths. The tem- 
poral Bleffings that Chrift engageth himfelf to 

beftow 
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beftow upon his DIfeipled, are ftich alone as tend 
to atifwer tmdiraU Defires, not to fatisfy inor£nati 
Cravings; in fliort) they are onty inch as are 
needful to keep their Bodies in fuch a State as that 
fhey may be meet Habitarions and InftrumenO 
of their Sods, fo long as it fliall be fit for them 
to continue in them. 

Secondly, And as for the Threatmngs of the 
Go^l, which are moft terrible ahd difinal, that 
they have the fame Defign that tnt Profm/es have^ 

OQt of Qoeftion ; for fhey are never ufed to^ 
ftare Men fix>m any thing but what tends to pol'^ 
lute and debauch their Souls: And the End of 
them is erery where to excite us efiedually td^ 
Diligence and Indeftry in the Purfuit of real 
Righteottfae6 and ftibilantial Holtnefs. 

The Wroth $fGod it reuiakifrmn Heaven in the 
Goijpel ogainft MUngodlimfs^ andUnrighteoufneff 
ef Mm^\ fuch as diibelieviog and drfobeytng 
Cbrift's Gofpel, in the general \ and particuUtrfy^ 
ttdi as Uflairyj Adubery^ Fomieation and Un^ 
iUemmfs of all Sorts ; Theft^ Cevetoufhefi^ Drunken-' 
tufiy Reuilingy Wrathy cmtentpiuom BehavhuTy 
ImplacabiKiyy Unmercifulne/s, IlUberalitfy Malice^ 
eenfirioujhefsy Lyings Pride^ Hypocrijy^ RebeUicmj 
end Dtfibedience to Geverndrs «, &c. And therc- 

• Ronk i. i8. " « Cor. ri. 9, 10* Matt. v. tz. 
Chap. xi. 16. Chap.xvui* 2& Chap. xav. 42* 

1 John iii. 15* Matt. vii. r. Revel, xxi. 27. 
Jam.iv. 6. Mattixiii. 13.. Roi^xiii. i,a« 

fore 
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fWe are the Cottimkters of thcfe and fiieh Uke 
Skis tbreaten^d^ that fo thofe^ which^ from the 
Coofideratidn of their vik Nature tnd Uglinefi, 
will not be withdrawn from them, may from a 
Principle of Self-prefervation, be afraid of them: 
And Our Saviour i^ infinitely good to us in his 
tcfrffying ThrititimngSj as well as in his alluring 
PtmtfiU Ytfc (as Cltttu Ak». in his Pitdagdgus^ 
f4ith) His nnaienings procad m /hurt Mger, ha 
frdm gnat XS$9d-wiUi ^md hi ihtttfitre tbnttmdb 
Pumjbmxntj that Sinners bang tbtrOy fcat$d into 
Reformation^ may by that means frtvM tbeir bdng 
pumjhed. He dotb not (as he proceeds) Hie a Ser- 
pent^ bite before be givetb warning. And ibere« 
fore only doth he give warning, that fae tmy 
not bite« 



CHAP. V. 

nat the Promcting of Holincfs was the 
Defign of our Saviour's whole Life and 
Cooverfation among Men ; htb of bit 
Difcourfes and Anions. And that hi 
was an eminent Example of all the Parts 
of Virtue, viz. Of tJbe ^eatefi Freedom, 
Affability, and Courtefy : Tie greateft 
Candour and Ingenuity : the moft mar- 
vellous 
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Villous Gentlenefs and Meeknefs: The 
deepeji Humility : The greateft Contempc 
of the WoHd : The, moft perfeff Con- 
tentment : The moft wonderful Charity 
and tendereft Compaffion : Stupendous 
Patience and Submiffion to the Divine 
Will : The moft pafftonate Love of God, 
f»^ devouteft Temper of Mind towards 
.him : Mighty Confidence and Truft in 
' God. An ObjeSiion anfwered : The moft 
admirable Prudence. 

THirdly, The Promoting of Holinefs was the 
Defign of our Saviour's whole Life and 
Comjerfation among Men. All his Difcourfes that 
are' on Record carried on this great Bufinefs : 
Not only his Sermons^ but likewife thofe which- 
were lefs folemn, and that occajionallyj and as it 
were by the Bye dropt from him. There is not a 
Parable he uttered, but fbmethidg highly con- 
ducing to the inftilling of Virtue into thofe. to 
whom he dire&ed it, was the Moral of it : And 
all Advantages and Occaflons he embraced for 
the.infuftng of true Piety and Holinefs into the 
Souls of M'en. 

To give a few Inftances : When it wa« told 
him that his Mother and Brethren fought for him, 
he took that Opportunity to tell them, that who- 
foever will do the tVill ofGod^ the fame is his Bro- 
ther^ Sifter^ and Mother^ Mark iii. 35. When 

he 
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he. obferved a Reafoning among the Diiciples^ 
which of them fhould be the greateft in the King- 
dom of God, he took Occafion from thetlce to 
preach to them theNeceffity of the Grace of i&- 
milityy and becomirig as little Children^ of Self-de-- 
nialy Mortification of their moji beloved Lufts^ and 
to teach them feveral other very excellent Leilbns» 
Matt, xvlii. in the Beginning. Upon a certain 
Woman^s faying to him^ Blejfed is the Womb that 
hare thee J and the Pafs that gave thee fucky he 
minded bis Hearers of the Blefledneis of obedient 
Perfons j jea rather (faid he) are they blejfed thai 
hear thelVord of Gody and keep it^ Luki xi« 29. 
Upon Martha's deiiring him to command her 
Sifter to help her in ferving, he i eproved her for 
being over-folici^ous about the Affairs of this 
Life, and put her in Mind of the om Thing need^ 
fiily Lukex. 41. From a Phariiee's marvelling that 
he waflied not before Dinner, he took an Ad van* 
tage to reprove their Superfiition, Hypocriiiei^ 
partial Righteoufnefs, Pride, and feveral other 
Immoralities, Luke xi. 38, &c. Froih a Perfon's 
deiiring him to fpeak to his JSrother to divide the 
Inheritance with him, he took an Opportunity to 
difcourfe againft Covetoufnefs^ and to diifiiade from 
fetting the Heart upon earthly Riches, from Soli-* 
citude and anxious Carefulnefs, and to exhort to 
feveral moft weighty and important Duties, Luke 
xii. 15, &c.^ Upon fome Mens talking of the 
lamentable Difafter that befel the Galileans^ he 
took Occafion to give a Caution againft rajb 
D 7«rf^'«£i 
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JuJ^ingy and to preach to them tteabfoluteNe- 
ctfliry of Repentance^ as that without whtch they 
thould all perilh. Upon his obferving how that 
set a Fcaft they chofe the uppermoft Rooms, he 
laid hold of that Opportunity to teach the Virtue 
of MumiKfy^ Luke xiv. 7. And in the fame 
Chapti^ he took the Advantage that was offered 
him by other Pailages, for the Inftilling of divters 
other profitable Inftruftions. And you may find 
in the four Evangelifts Abundance of Obferva- 
tions of this Nature. 

And as it was the Bufinefe of all YmDifiottrfex 
tor teach Vh-tue, fo was it alfe of all his Aetiam: 
He preached HoUnefs to Mens Eyes ho lefs than to 
their Earsy by giving them the moft admh^ble 

• Example in his own Perfon, of all the Parts of 
it. His whole Life was one continued Lcdutc 
of the moft excellent Morals^ the moft fuUinle 
and exaft Virtue. 

' For Inftance; he was a Perfon of the greateft 
Freedom^Affability^ and Courtefy ; there was nothing 
in his Converfation that vms at all auftere, crab- 
ed, or unplcalant. Though he was always fe- 
riousy yet he was never four, fullenly grave, mo- 
rofe, or cynical ; but of a marvelloufly conver(a- 

• ble, fociable, and benign Temper. Thofe who 
had Checks from his Difciples, as rude and trou- 
blefome, were never accuftd by him for being 

' fo, but were moft kindly liftened to, and lovingly 
received ; even little Childrehy as unwelcome as 
they were to them, were tenderly embraced, and 

blcflcd 
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bleflfed by him. He never bfamed any for inter- 
rupting biDi in his Difcourfes, or other Bufinefi; 
but ever patiently heard them, and fent none of 
them from him (fuppofing they had no ill Defign 
in coming to him) without SatisfatSHon. When 
he was mvited to Mens Tables (as little as their 
Entertainments could tempt hhn) he readily went ; 
nor (fid he efteem it as unbecoming his Gravity to 
appear at a Marriage-feaft, or to contribute to \t 
himftlf. He did not think that he was i$flUd by 
bad Company, nor did he baulk the Society of 
Publicans and Sinners themfelves, (asloatbfomeas 
they were to worft Men, the Phartfeis) but freely, 
in order to the Reforming of them, fat down» 
when there was Occafion, and converfed^ VjnAi 
them. His firft Entertainment of the Woman of 
Canaan^ as uncivil as it might feem, was £ar from 
being fo ; for the unkind and contemptuous Lan- 
guage he gave her, though it was but the boat 
which die Jews always beftowed upon tbo(e Peo- 
ple, proceeded from noContsmpt of her; nor was 
it defigned, as the Event ihewed, in the leaft to 
difcourage her, but on the contrary, to give her 
Occafion to (hew the Greatnefs of YitxFmthy in the 
Anfwer (he returned to it. The too often infirm, 
imprudent, and impertinent Talk of btsDiicipIes, 
and others, could not at any time put him out of 
his good Temper, but only gave kim an Oppov- 
tunity of imparting to them feafonable In*- 
ftru^ions, and wife Counfels. 

The Candour alfo, and Inggnutty of his Spirit, 
D 2 to 



Digitized 



by Google 



36 rbi Defign of Cbrifiianity. Seft, I. 
to great Admiration dilcovered itfelf ; of which 
take this one Inftance: Whereas he (as was faid) 
forbad cenforious Judging of other Men, and , 
confequently commanded to put the beft Con* , 
flruflions upon thofe A£kions of others that are 
capable of various Interpretations, he hath given 
us no fmall Encouragement fo to do, by his Be- 
haviour towards thofe three Difciples, whom he 
could not perfuade for a little while to forbear 
fleeping, no not in hisAgony^ great as the Obli- 
gations were, which he had lain upon them, to 
do any thing he (hould pleafe to defire. Their 
Jleeping at fuch a Time feemed a certain Sign that 
they were very much unconcerned for their blefled 
Lord, and had great Coolnefs of AiFedion to 
him ; efpecially as he had before defired them to 
wat€h with him, and given them the Reafon why 
he did fo : Yet for all this would he impute it to 
noworfe aCaufe than mere Infirmity, nor enter- 
tain any ill Opinion of them upon //><7/ Account; 
and when they themfelves had nothing to fay to 
excufe their Fault, he makes this Apology him- 
felf for them j Thi Spirit indeed is willing^ hit the 
Flejb is weak: Nay, though for all this, and not- 
withfianding that friendly Expoftulation of his 
with Peter^ Couldeft thou not watch with me one 
Hour ? they fell aileep again, yet did he not at 
his laft Retihn to them, pafs any Cenfure upon 
thehi, but behaved as he was ufed to do. 

And the Gentlenefs and Meeknefs of his Difpo- 
fition was very marvellous: When James and 

J'bn 
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John in a great Heat would have perfuaded hiiB 
to call for Fire from Heaven, after the Example 
of EKas, to confume the Samaritans for their 
inhofpitable and barbaroi|s Refufal to entertain^ 
him, he rebuked them immediately for that re- 
vengeful Notion, and replied, Ti krnw not what 
Manner of Spirit ye are of\ for the Son of Man is 
not come to dejiroy Mens Lives, hut to fave them, 
Lute ix. 55. and filently went his Ways. Never 
had any one fuch ftrong Provocations to Wrath 
and Revenge, as the bleScdJefusi but never were 
either fo undifcernible in any as th<^ were in him. 
In his Carriage, indeed, towards the Pbafifees, he 
might y^^/n to be once or twice tranfported with 9 
Fit of unordinary Pal&on, but it would not have 
become the Zeal he had for God, and true Good- 
nefs, to behave himfelf otherwife towards fuck 
(hockingly immoral Wretches, and moft hate^- 
fully conceited, and proud Hypocrites. Nor was 
his over-turning the Tables of the Money- 
changers, or whipping the Buyers and Sellers oiit 
of the Temple, any other than a very becoming 
and proper Expreffion of his juft Difpfeafure a- 
gainft thofe facrilegious, and prophane People* 
But he was never fo concerned for himfelf, for 
his own Reputation, or ought elfe that belonged 
to him, as to be moved to the leaft Heat by all 
the ignominious Language, which was from time 
to time given hiin ; ancf the vile Reproaches and 
un{|ufFerable Abufes which were heaped upon him. 
When he was accoft^d with a never-to-be-paral- 
D 3 , Iclcd 
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38 The Deftgn of Cbriftianily. Seft. I.' 
leled Impudence by his old Difciple Judas^ in the 
Front of an armed Multitude, who could have 
forborne to receive fuch a villainous and intolerably 
lafe Traitor, with the moft etnphatical Expref- 
fions of an exafperated and enraged Mind ? But 
with what wonderful Mildnefs was that Monfter 
of Ingratitude. and Diffimulation treated by our 
dear Lord ! The worft Words he beftowed upon 
bim being thefe, Judasy betrayeft thou ihe Son of 
Man with a Kifs ? Nor did he fpeak more an- 
grily to the wicked Followers than he did to their 
Leader, when they rudely aflaulted and appre- 
liended him. And he was far from revenging 
liimfelf, though he was able to do it efFeJbiallyj 
and though (as he told them) he could, if he 
pleafed, have xk) lefs than twelve Legions of An- 
gels employed in his Service. Nay more, be 
wrought a Miracle to heal the Wound which one 
of them received from the Sword of P^/^, and 
charged him to put up bis Weapon. 

Nor was it ever in the Power either of the ca- 
lumniating «nd blafphemous Tongues, or rude 
and cruel Hands of his bittereft Enemies, to draw 
from him fo much as a reviling or fierce Word. 
But of fo rarely moderate s^ Temper and ferene 
Spirit was he, that (as St. Peter faith) TFhen he 
was reviled^ he reviled not again-, when he fuf- 
fered he threaUned not^ hut committed himfelf to • 
bim thatjudgeth right eoufy •. He gave his Back to 

;• I Per. ii. zf. 
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the SmiierSf ^md his Cheeks to them that plucked 
eff the Hair \ he hid not his Face from Shame and 
Spitting ^. Jfie was opfreffed and h was effii£ted% 
yet be opened not his Month; he is brot^ as a 
Lamb to the Slaughter j and as a Sheep before her 
Shearers is dumby Jo he opened not bis Mouth ^. 
Aad tluis hatb he taught 115 by bis own moft ex* 
GcUent Exaropk, to obey thofe Pr^cipfs^ by which 
the Pradtice of Meehtrfs^ and Sedateoefs cf Sf iot 
towards injurious Perfons,* is enjoined on V3. 

Nor -was .his Meeinefs Jefs to be f amlleled or 
more obfervi^ble than bis great Humility ; frooL 
^dience indeed That jvoceeded \ and was no fm^ll 
Kxpreffipn of This. EfpeciaUy eonfidering h{% 
high Defcent, vaxA tranfcendent PerfeAions, aii4 
i^iinite WorUi, it was impoflible be (hould hav» 
h^txiiofm^ as io^t MP i\ofki con t^mptiioMs UAgej; 
and inexprefflbly-provoking Affronts aahe did) it 
his Hustdlity had joot been equal to bis other £x- 
cellenciea; if he had Mtheenmoft IcmlywkiMi 
ittid (rf* a pEofoitndly-fttbaiifiire Spirit. God jxo^ 
had the Glorjr of all Jiii mighty Works, he would 
Slot afcribe even the Jeaft to Umfetf. The Fatter^ 
fiuth he, that dweUetb in m, he doth the ff^orks^ 
fohn xiv. 10. Ver^y^ verily y I fay unto y$u, thf 
JSon can do nothing tf hiwfelfy but what be Jkib the. 
Father do: For^ wbe^foeuer Thit^4 he dotb^ Hufk 
dffth the Son Xbewifo^ John v. 19* Ixan of emae 
twn felf donaUdMg j m Ibeary i JMdjgei <?«/ w??. 

plfii.1. 4. «I$i.^iiiy, 
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^udgnunt isjuft^ becaufi Ifeek hot mine cum Witt^ 
hut the Jflll of the Father which hath fent me^ 
Vcrfc 30.—/ do nothing of wyfelf\ hut at my 
Father hath taught me^ 1 fpeak thefe Things^ 
John viii. 28. 

Though he was King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords^ the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, yet 
did he hide his Greatnefs, told his Difciples that 
his Kingdom is not of this World^ and chofe the 
Condition of a Subjed, and a private Man : Nor 
would he be perfusUled toalTume fo much Autho- 
rity to himfelf, as judging between two Perfons in 
a Cafe of Civil Right. In the above-cited Place 
(Luke xii. 15.} when one defired him to fpeak to 
bis Brother, that he might divide the Inheritance 
with him^ he returned him this Anfwer, Man, 
who made me a yudge or a Divider over you ? Nay, 
he put himfelf into the Condition not only of. a 
privat4^ but alfo of a mean, a mod dejpicahfy mean 
Perfon : For he condefcended to be born of a 
mean Woman, in the meamft and even viUfi of^ 
Places, a Stable ; where a Manger was his Cradle, 
and brute Beafts his Chamber-fellows; fo in like 
Manner he afterwards fubjeSed himfelf to his 
poor Mother, and the Carpenter her Hufband. He 
was not vnacquainted, even wheji he was a Child, 
with the Nobility of his Defcent, or the Grcatr 
nefs of his ExtraAion : He euen then well under- 
stood whofe Son he was ; and that no le(s a Per^ 
fon was his Father, than the infinite God of 
Heayen and ClH:t)i| for, faid he iojofifb and 
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Mary^ when, after a forrowful Search after him, 
they found him in the Temple, Wift ye not that I 
muft be about my Father's Bujmefsf Yet notwith- 
ftandtng, he went down with them from Jerufalemj 
and came to Nazareth^ and was fuhjeSi unto them^ 
Luke it, 49, 51. And under Jofephy though he 
knew him to be but his reputed FsLthtr (if we may 
believe Jtt^in Martyr) he wrought at his own 
Trade, and, as tie faith, mlo9w» t^^ya, fS^ya^tb, did 
Carpentry>work -, and particularly bufied himfelf 
in making afo1g» tuu ^vyit. Ploughs and Yokes. 

Again, the Perfons that he took for his moft 
intimate AiTociates were of no better Quality than 
Fifliermen, and Men of the loweft Rank. As 
for his worldly Eftate, he had none: TheFoxeSy 
faid he, have HoleSy and the Birds of the Air have 
Nefts^ but the Son of Man hatb not where he may 
lay his Head. And as for Employments^ he did not 
think himfelf above even the moft fervile, viz. 
tb£ wajhing of his Difciples Feet. In fhort, fo mar- 
velloufly humble was this infinitely great Perfon, 
that (as he fays) He came not to be minijieredunioj 
but to minijier ' ; and was in this World as one that 
ferveth ■ j and that, though he was richy he became 
poor^ that we through his Poverty might be rich < ; 
that, though he was in the Form of God, he thought 
it no Robbery (or Spoil) to be equal with God; but 
made himfelf of no Reputation, and took tiponhimjhe 
Form of a Servant, and was made in the Likenefsof 

f Matt XX. 28. * Luke xxii. 27^ ? 2 Cor, viii. 9. 

Men\ 



Digitized 



by Google 



42 The Deftgn of CbriftianiSy. Seft. I. 
Men \ and being found in fajhion as a Man^ ht 
humbled bimfelf and became obedietU unto Death^ 
even the Death of the Crofs °. And our Saviour 
has declared that he was our Pattern both in his 
Meeknefi and Humility \ learn ofme^ for lam meek 
and lowly in Heart *^ ; and therefore he fiibmitted 
to that meaneft Office of a Servant (which has 
juft been oientiooed} that we might, from the 
Confideratton of his Example, not look upon the 
loweft, by which we may ferve our Brethren, as 
below us : for, after he had waflied his Difciples 
Feet, and was fat down again, he faid thus to 
them, Know ye what 1 have dene unto you ? Te call 
me Mqfler and Lord^ and ye Jay weU^ firfo lam: 
If I theuy your Lord and Mafier^ have wajhedyour 
Feet J ye alfo ought to wajh one another* s Feet : For I 
have given you an Example^ that ye Jhould do as I 
have done unto you. Verily^ verily ^ I fay unto you^ 
the Servant it not greater than his Lordy neither be 
that is fent greater than he that fent him. If ye 
know thefe Things^ happy are ye if ye do them *. 

Confidering what hath been faid of his chuiing 
fo mean and defpicable a Condition in this Worlds 
J need not fpend time in fhewing what an Ex- 
ample he hath given us oi Contempt of it. Never 
was any one fo dead to its Pleafures as he was ; 
nor were ever its Glories fo trampled on as by 
our Saviour \ and that, not as were the Carpets 
of Plato by that Cynick Diogenes^ who was toM 

■ Phil. ii. 6, 7. "^ Matt, xi. «9. « John xiii. 1 2. 
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(and, indeed, with great Truth) by that eminent 
Philofopher, thai he trod under Foot the Pride of 
Plato with a greater Pride^ for he was guilty of no 
infolent Behaviour either towards great Men or 
their Greatnefs, nor of any thing that looked in 
the leaft like it ; hut he gave moft eminent De* 
monftrations of the mean Opinion he had of Po- 
pularity and Applaufe among Men, of Titles of 
Honour, and vaft Revenues, and that he infinitely 
defpifed them all, in comparifon of mental En- 
dowments and Accomplifliments. He confuted 
the idle Fancies of the World concerning thcfe, 
and the like Things ; and difparaged thofe vain 
Eftimations that are founded upon them, by mak- 
ing it his Choice to be wholly without them ; 
whereby he likewife figntfied how little Evil he 
apprehended in Difeftcem, Reproach, and Po- 
verty; ofvAiichtutj vain Creatures ! have fuch 
frightful Conceptions, and fo great a Dread : He 
did not at all matter them, nor in the leaft con- 
cern himfelf at them. — His Soul was fo great and 
generous, as to be fo far from fuffertng his Mind 
to be at all difquieted with them, that he volun- 
tarily and' freely chofe them ; for it lay in his 
Power to be the riche/i Man under Heaven, and 
moft to abound with this World's Goods, if it 
tiad fo pleatfed him ; and he could, if he had lifted, 
4iave been alfo the moft popular Perfon upon 
Earth ; could always have kept the Credit, which 
for awhile he had^ among the common People, 
and gained the like among all Sorts : He had in- 
finitely 
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finitely the Advantage above all that ever appeared 
in the World, to have raifed to himfelf a moft 
mighty Renown, and to be adored by all People ; 
So that the Truth of that Saying of EpiSfetus^ 
They art not the Things themfelves which fo af» 
fright and fcare Men^ hut the falfe Opinions they 
have conceived of them ^, is greatly confirmed ai 
to the forementioned reputed Evils, by our Sa<* 
viour's Practice. 

And this bleiled Pei Ton, chujing fo mean am} 
contemptibly- poor a Condition of Life, I need 
not tell you that he was perfectly contented with 
it; and altogether free (though he had many 
times fcarcely from Hand to Mouth) from 
Thoughtfulnefs and Anxiety of Mind, concern- 
ing his future Maintenance. As he cautioned his 
Difciples againft taking Thought for their Life^ what 
they Jhould eat ^ what theyjhould drink^ and where * 
with they Jhould hecloathedy and (hewed the Folly 
and Sinfulnefs of it, as proceeding from Diftruftr 
fulncfs of the Divine Providence, (Matt. vi. 25^ 
&c.} fo was he far from being guilty of that 
Fault himfelf, being no lefs liber'al than po»r. 
When he was provided with a fmall Pittance of 
Food, indead of faving it, he did not think much 
of giving it to others whofe Needs required it : 
We read twice of his beftowing the little Stoc|^ 
that he and his Difciples had gotten between Utiem^ 

y Teef a.'rlti Tti^ cit^ufmi » T« «ryay/4aV ihfjt tit mft tunSft 
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upon the hungry Multitude, and of his working' 
a Miracle to make it hold out among them. 

And how full he was of Charity^ and Under 
Compaffion^ is beyond Expreffion ; for as he com- 
mended to his Difciples, and inculcated . upon ' 
them nothing more, nor fcarcely fo much, as this 
Virtue, be was himfclf remarkably exemplary in 
the Exercife of it. We often read of the yearn- 
ing of his Bowels towards miferable Mortals ; and 
his Pity always exerted itfelf in A£ts of Mercy. 
Never did any make Application to him for De- 
liverance from the Evils that afflided them, who 
had not their Requefts granted : Nor were any 
more forward to beg Relief of any kind from him, 
than he was to beftow it : Nay, he frequently 
made poor Creatures the Objeds of his Mercy, 
even before they deiired it. It was, indeed, Jiis 
whole Bufinefs to oblige the World by fignal 
Kindneflcs, and (as (hall be farther (hewn) he 
continually went up and down doing good either 
to the Bodies, or Souls of Men : Nay, hjs Charity 
vi^as of fo large and univerfal an Extent, that the 
Wicked, the Unthankful, and even his bittereft 
Enemies, were, at well as others,, very ample Par- 
takers of it. Whereas the Duty of blejfmg thofi 
that curfi us^ and praying for thofe that defpite fully 
ufe us^ is, to our corrupt Natures, one of the 
harflieft, and moft difficult of any he hath im- 
pofed upon us ; he hath taken a Courfe by the ad* 
mirable Example he hath herein given us, to 
make it one of the ea&eft, and moft pleafant to us. 

For 
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For the deviltfli Malice that by the vilcft of Men 
was exprefled towanb him, coM not in the leaft 
imbitter his Spirit, or harden ki^ Heart againft 
them : Nor could he be diflTuaded by it from per- 
fitting in doing good to them ; but continued to 
entreat them to accept of Life from him, to grieve 
at their Infidelity, and with Tears to bewail their 
fnoft obftinate Pefverfcncfe. And, laftly, when 
their inveterate and implacabte Hatred came to 
vent itfelf in the crueileft and meft barbarous 
Manner tmaginable upon him, he prayed to his 
Fatherfor them ; even whilft they were torment- 
ing him, he bcfccched him to forgive them ; nay, 
laid down his very Life for the Remiffion of th^ 
Sins ; even for thcir's, I fey, that crucified him. 

And this gives Occafion to difcowrfe fomcthing 
of his mod wonderful Patienee^ and Submiffion to 
the Will of God, of which he gave us in his ex- 
treme Sufferings, an Example. We are ex- 
horted, Heb. xii. 1,2. to rUn with Pamnci the 
Race that is fet htfare uSy looking unto Jefus, the 
Author andFiniJher of our Faith \ vfhofor the Joy 
that was fet before him, endured the Crofi^ ^Jp{fi^g 
the Shame^ &c. The Ignominy which was cafl 
upon him by ungodly Creatures, he defptfed ; and 
as for the exceffive Tortures he (Wt, them he en- 
dured : He did not indeed defptfe thefe alfo, but 
yet he fainted not under them ; whichr we are for- 
bidden to do, MjSon^ defptfe not ihm the Chaftije^ 
ment of the Lord^ neither faint when thou art rf- 
buied of him* There were, on the one hand, no 
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JloicalR^nts heard from him, fuch as that of 
Poffidonius in the Prefence of Pompey (when he 
was affiided with a Fit of the Gout, or fome fuch 
Difeafe) viz. Nihil agis doloVy ^c, O Fairiy thou 
art an injignificant Things I dotCt matter thee\ for 
we find that our Saviour had as quick a Senfe of 
Pain as other Men have ; and his Agony in the 
Garden fo afFe£ted his Soul, as fo force, 9^ft&( 
af^T^, dodders of Blood through the Pores of his 
Body. We read that he was fore amaxed^ and 
very heavy \ and he told his Difcq)les that his Soul 
was exceeding Jirrowful, even unto Death : Yet, 
on the other hand, notwithAanding the immenfe 
Weight, and moft heavy Preflure of Grief his 
Mind fufibred under, through his Father^s with- 
)iolding the wonted Influences of his Love from 
him, and the intolerable Torments of Boefy that 
he underwent, (though, both in regard of the 
Greatnefs of his Sufferings, and alfo his moft 
pcrfeft Innocence, and therefore Non-defertof 
them, he might have the greatefl Temptations 
imaginable to be impatient) he never uttered' a 
murmuring or difcontented Word ; nor conceived 
the Icaft Difpleafare at the Divine Majefly ; or 
doubted either of his Jujtice oxGoodrufs\ but en- 
tirely fubmitted himfelf to this his fevere Difpen- 
' fation of Providence, and willingty acquiefced in 
it. He prayed, indeed, to his Father, that this 
bitter Cup^ if it were poffible^ might pafsfrom him ; 
but it was on this Condition, that it might feem 
good to him. And a$ fo much is ijifiplied in thofc 
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Words, If it be poffibU^ fo is it exprefled, Luke 
xxii. 42. where it is faid. Father^ if thou be wiU 
lingj remove this Cup from me \ and ic immediately 
foiloweth, nevertbelefsy not try ff^ll^ but thine be 
done ; as he has in the abfolute Form he left us, 
required us likewife to pray. And again, faith 
he, John xviii. 11 • The Cup which my Father giiM 
eth me J Jhall 1 not drink it? and John xii. 28. 
After he had put up the forementioned Petition^ 
to be delivered from that mod difmal Hour that 
was approaching near him, he, as it were, recalls 
it prefently, in thefc Words, But for this Caufi 
came I unto this Hour ; and then puts up this fe- 
co|id. Father^ glorify thy Name ; which is plainly 
as much as if he had faid. Father^ as dreadful and 
terrifying as the Thoughts are of my future Suffer-- 
ings, feeing Glory will redound to thyfelf by themi 
I am not only contented^ but alfo deftrous to undergo 
them. 

Celfus having mentioned that celebrated Bra- 
vado of Anaxarchus to the Tyrant of Cyprus^ 
when he cruelly pounded him in his Mortar \ and 
the merry Saying of Epi£fetus to his Maftcr when 
he broke his Leg, and thereupon fcoffingly de- 
manded of the Chriftians, what Saying like to 
either of thofe, was uttered by their God in the 
midft of his, Sufferings, Origen makes this good 
Reply to him, viz. That our Saviour's Silence 
in the midft of the Tortures he endured, (hewed 
greater Patience and Fortitude of iMind, than all 
the Sayings of the Greek Philolophers in the likcf 
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Cafes : And he adds, that thofe Words of Chrift, 
Not as I wiU^ but as thou wiUj were not only 
f tfjri iM^nwv^y hm^maiJthii ^ rwq fftfftStMUfftf, &c. the 
Voice of one that patiently Juffered^ hut alfo of one 
who was wellpkafed with his Sufferings ^ and fpake 
his Preference of what was appointed for him by 
the Divine Providence, before his own Defires 
and natural ASedions; 

In the next Place, our Saviour gave us the moft 
eminent and noble Example pf Love to Gody and 
the devouteft Temper of Mind towards him. 
Of that Love to him, with all the Heart and Souiy 
Mind and Strength^ which he commended to us 
as our Duty, he himfelf gave the higheft Demon- 
flrations. His laft mentioned Patience ^ and.per- 
kO. Submiilion to the Divine Pleafure, under the 
moft dreadful Sufferings, is alone fufficient to con* 
vince us that his Love to his Father was moft m* 
tenfe ; for it was utterly impoffible that his Will . 
ihould be fo entirely refigned up to the Will of 
Godf if his Love of him had not been fincere^ of 
the highejl Degree, and abfolutely perfeS* ' He 
was willing to endure the extremeft Mifery that 
ever was infli£ted on any Mortal, provided his 
heavenly Father might be glorified by it4 And, 
indeed, his mere well interpreting fo fevere a Pro- 
vidence, was a ftrong Expreffion of nofmall Lovew 
And befides, it was (as he told his Difciples) his 
very Meat to do the Will of him that fent himy and 
tofinijh his Work *. As he was heartily well pleafed 

» John iv. 
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to fiiffbrhis WiA^ fe he look infifihs ConUnt^ &i* 
tisfaHhm^ 2nd DeRght in dsing k. It was to him 
the moft plM&it -thing in tYm wbole WiorM lo be 
about his Fiaither's Bufiiieft ; and therein he n^ 
bwndid^ tad was t^eiatigable. AH he did was 
u^xvtA by tum to the Honour of God$ 9Ad ^f 
each of his glaripus fVsrks he gave him the Giory^ 
and ^/x» only : which was no lefs an Argument of 
the dpdemy ^f bis Lvw^ thttn (as we have (aid it 
is) of the Dipth of his Humility. In all hn Way» 
be acknowledged God, and took every Occafion 
to mention him, and to fpeak of his excellent 
BerfedUons. When the Ruler called him but 
^9</ Mafter, which was an Epithet, had he been 
but a mere Man, he was tnffinitely worthy of ; as 
flight an Occafion as this maty feetn to feme, it 
miifded him to fpeak cff God's Gaodne/s ; and he 
prefently repKed, ff^Ay caliiji thou me good? thire 
u nmt good (that is, originally and from himfelf) 
but God 4mlj. He was much in deiightfiil Con- 
vcrfe with God^ and in Prayer to him, and frc-^ 
quently retired from all Company for that Pur* 
poift, as he hath enjoined us to do, Jtfatt. vi. 5, 
6. And we read Lukey'u 12. of liis continuing 
on a Mountain alone a whole Night in Prayer. 

A mighty Confidence and Truft in God, as it 
could not but be an £fie6b of our Saviour's no lefs 
Love of hkn, fo did he give marvellous Inftance^ 
of it. The Storm that put Iws Difciplcs into a 
dreadful Conflemation, codd not terrify, nor fo 
much as difcompofe him j no^ though he was fud- 
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denly awaked out of a found Sleep by their difmal 
Cries. When he was lifted up into the Air by 
his grand Adverfary, the Devil, and fet upon a 
Pinnacle of the Temple, and then by perverting 
Scripture, follicited tocafthimfelf down; as much 
as he feemed to be abandoned to his Power, and 
under as great a Difadvantage as he was through 
extreme fafting, his ATtnd was as Jirong as his 
Body was weak\ his Conftancy remained un- 
fiiaken ; his Thoughts undifordered ; and with an 
undaunted Courage he readily replied to him, // 
fir written again^ Thou Jhalt not tempt the Lord thy 
Gody Matt. iv. 5. where you have alfo two other 
fignal Inftances of the like Nature. By all which 
he fliewcd that his Trt^ in God was fo invincibly 
ftrong, and his Adherence to him fo infeparably 
dofe, that the utmoft Attempts, and fierceft Af- 
faults of the Devil, could have no other EfFed 
than to prove them fo. Our Saviour could never 
be prevailed upon to go the leaft Step outof God's 
Way, in order to his Prefervation from the moft 
imminent Dangers, fo firm was his Faith in him : 
And he continued doing the Things that were 
pleafmg in<3od's Sight; be was undoubtedly af* 
fured of the Continuance of God's Prefence with 
him. This he hath himfelf told us, John y'liu 29. 
jtnd h$ that hath fent me is with me; the Father 
hath not left me alone^ for I do always thofe Things 
that pleafe him. 

So vifible and apparent was his Trt^ in God^ 

that when he was given up to the moft barbarous 
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Rage of his Adverfaries, they themfelves could 
not but take notice of it, and fcoiHngly when he 
hung on the Crofs, and therefore feemed to be in 
a defperate Condition, they upbraided him with 
it : He trufled in Godj let him deliver him now if 
he will have him^ for he faidy I am the Son ofGod^ 
Matt, xxvii. 43. And whereas it hath been ob- 
jeded by fome of our Saviour's Adverfaries, that a 
little before his Death he exprefled very great Di* 
ftruft, if not perfedl Defpair of his Father's Love^ 
in that tragical Exclamation, My God, my God^ 
why haft thou forfaken me ? there arc thofe that 
conceive it may be fatisfa£torily enough anfwered, 
that it is moft unreafonable and ungenerous to 
take Advantage from Words uttered in the very 
Pangs of Death ; accompanied too with infup- 
portable Mifery ; fmce it is not commonly fup« 
pofed that arty can be themfelves^ who are in fuch 
Circumftances ; and why the Man Jefus, or our 
Saviour, according to his human Nature^ {hould 
not be under as great Difadvantages as others in 
fuch a Conditi9n, (for he was not lefs fenfible of 
Pain than other Men) noReafbn can be affigned : 
Yet we ftand not, however, in any NecefEty of 
this Reply. But, I fay, fecondly. Though we 
fbould fuppofe our Saviour to be now as perfe^y 
Mafter of his Thoughts as he ever was, thefe 
Words may not be underftood in fo harfli a Senfe, 
for they were but a Repetition of the firft Verfe of 
the twenty- fecond Pfalm\ which relates not to 
David'sC^e only, but alio to the Meffuib^ whom 
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he often perfonated, and was a Type of. The 
ancient Jews themfelves fo underftood this Pfalm. 
.Nor can it be gathered from our Saviour's Re- 
hearfal of thefe Words, that he either concluded^ 
or at all doubted, that he was utterly rejected and 
caft oS by his Father, but the contrary ; for fe- 
veral Verfes in theforementioned Pfalm aflure us, 
that they are not there to be fo underftpod i be^ 
caufe David again and again afterward, not only 
prays for, but Itkewife exprefles good Hopes^ nay, 
and undoubted Affurance of a gracious Deliverance; 
and praifes God for it too, as if it were already 
effeAed : This fad Complaint, therefore, of the 
blefTed Je/us, as it could not be occafioned by the ' 
leaft Dijirufty may be more than prefumed to 
have proceeded from the higheft and intenfeft 
Degree of Love, which c^ufed in his Soul the 
moft pungent and fmart Senfe of his Father's 
hiding his Face, and abfenting himfelf (though 
but for a while) from }iim. But the leaft favour- 
able Interpretation it is capable of, is no worfe 
than this, viz. That our Saviour did thereby ex- 
prefs how exceflive the Mifery was which he then 
felt J efpeciajly fince the Word Lama figniiies how,^ 
as well as why. But farther, his dying Words, 
and the laft he uttered, exprefs his retaining a 
Cpnfidmce in God (how much foever he mi^tfe^^ 
to be caft ofF by him) to the \try laft ; which were 
thefe, FaiheVy into thine Hands I cotnn^tnd my 
Spirit. 

E 3 I will 
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I will inftance in one Virtue more wherein our 
Saviour was alfo Angularly exemplary. Whereas 
he advifed his Difciples to be wife as Serpents^ and 
iftnocent as Daves, they beheld in his Converfation 
a Pattern to walk by in following the former, as 
well as the latter Part of this Advice : Npr was 
the Wifdom of the Serpent lefs confpicuoi|S In him, 
than was the Innocence of the Dove^ Prudence is 
the firft of the primitive Virtues, or of thofe from 
whence all other have their Original. She is the 
chief Governefs of human Actions ; and thofe 
which are performed without herDireftion, want 
9 main Circumftance, which is neceffary to give 
them the Denomination of truly virtuous. A rafh 
^nd heady Doing of thofe Adions, which are for 
the Matter of them praife-worthy, will render 
them culpable as to the Manner of their Perform- 
ance : And he, who has no regard to Prudence^ 
though he may do good Things, and po$bly may 
fomctimes mean well, yet he will never merit the 
Commendation of a Well-doer. I fay, therefore, 
that our blefTed Saviour, as he has by his Example^ 
no lefs than by his Do^frine, taught us the Exer- 
cife of all other Virtues, fo has he of this alfo^ 
and his Prudence wonderfully difcovered itfelf 
through his whole Life. Very great as was his 
2^eal for the Glory of God, and the Good of Aten, 
it was not too ftrong for his Reafon ; it was not a 
bUnd Zeal j but he was ever very careful to give 
each of his Actions their due Circumftances. As 
eagerly as be was bent upon accompliihing the 

Work 
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Work for which he wa& fcnt into the World) he 
was not for making more Hafte than good Speed. 
He fliewfd gresLi Prudence in bts Iiijundkions, hi& 
Preaching, and Difcourfes : He never urged suay 

^ Duties unfeafinably^ and always took care not to 
give fticb fever e Precepts to his new Dticif)fes a» 
might difcourage and overburden them. Hewaa 
not for putting a Piece of new Cloth into an old 
Garment, or new Wine inta old Bottles \ 

He very wi-ely timed bis Difcourfes; not preflkchf^ 
ing all his EkK^ioes at once : What wis iaid of 
the Orator D&noflhemsy cannot be truly affirmed 
of him, viz. That be knew fuhai to fay well enough^ 
but not what not to fay \ for, as he well underfiood 
what Dodirines to preach, U^ alio what mt to 
preach. He ffake the Word unto tbem as they wer$ 
dbk to hear it^ Mark iv. 53, And, faid he, John 
xvi. 12. / have yet many Things to fay untoyou^ bui 
ye eanmoi bear tbem now* He knew both when to 

' fyeak, and when to hold his peace; and in what* 
ibever he faid, he conftderad the Genius^ Temper^ 
imd Capacity of his Auditors. He would n&t cafi 
Pearls before Swine^ as he cautioned his Difciple^ 
not to do ; for this Ration, lefi they turn again 
and rend them ^. When he thought good to de? 
liver thofe Doctrines that were likely to exafpe- 
rate, as that of the CaUing of the Gentiles, am] 
Rejeftion of the Jews, &c. he chofe to fold thcn> 
up in Parables, unfolding them in private to his 

* See Matt. ix. 14, to 17. > Matt. vii. 

E 4 Dif. 
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Difciplcs, who were fitly difpofed for the receiving 
them; and therefore had the Favour heftowed 
upon them to underftand the Myfteries of the King-r 
dom^ as he told them. 

We find that till he knew his time of fufFering 
was come, he wifely ftill avoided Danger (where- 
in lie properly (hewed the Wifdom of the Ser- 
pent') one while by withdrawing himfelf, as 
Matt. xti. 14. and at other times by concealing 
thofe DoSrines, which he was well aware the 
unbelieving Jews would be fo far from embracing, 
and making good ufe of, that they would take 
Occafion from them the more induftrioufly to de- 
fign his Ruin : We read John x. 33, to 36. That 
he would not exprefly own himfelf to be the Son 
of God in any other Senfe, than fuch a one as he 
might acknowledge with the leaft Danger ; and 
concealed that which he very certainly knew would 
but confirm them in their Opinion of him as a 
wicked Blafphemer, and make him fo much the 
more obnoxious to their Spite and Rage. So far 
was he from running headlong upon Sufferings, 
and making himfelf, through a rafh andindifcreet 
Zeal, liable to thofe that hated him; fo far was 
he from being in Love with Perfecution^ that he 
did (as the Apoftle exhorted the Epheftan Chri- 
ftians to do) e{a>o^i0-S«u rh ncu^v, buy outy or gain 
time, becaufe the Days were evil, and full of 
Danger. 

Again, how wifely did our Saviour from time 
to time, dtfeat and render unfuccefsful, the Plots 
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and Machinations of the Pharifeesy and hie other 
Enemies, againft him ! We find in Matt. xxii. 15, 
the Herodians (or thoCe of the Jews that adhered 
to the Roman Authority) and the Pharifees (who 
cfteemed it as an UAirpation) combining together 
to intangle him in his Talk : And they fo or- 
dered their Plot, that they might get an Advan- 
tage from whatfoever he ihould (ay, either to 
render him obnoxious to Herod and tHe Roman 
Party, or to enrage the moft popular and highly 
efteemed Seft of the Jews^ the Pharifees. In or- 
der* to accomplifh this, they cunningly put this 
Queftion to him, viz. Whether it were lawful to 
pay Tribute to Cafar ? If he (hould anfwer that it 
wasy he would make himfelf liable to the latter 
Mlfchief 'y if, that xtwai not^ to the former, and the 
far greater. Now (^s is to be feen in the 19th, 
20th, and 21 ft Verfes) our Saviour with fucb ad- 
mirable Prtidence contrived hjs Anfwer, (hat 
(Verfe 22.) both FgSions arc faid to wonder at 
it, and to be baffled by it : ffl)en they had heard 
thefe Wordsy they marvelled^ and left him, and went 
their Way. Divers other Inftances there are of a 
like Nature j as in John viii. 3, to 9. Matt, ^u 
23, to 27. Matt. xxi. 41, to 46, ^c. 

And thus we have fufHciently and fully enough 
proved, that it was the whole Buitnefs of our Sa- 
viour's Life to make Men, in all Refpefts^ virtuous 
zni holy; and that to this End, were fubfervient 
not only his Difcourfes with them, but his jfSiions 
likewife, and whole Behaviour. Plus docent ex- 
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empla §uam pnecepfa : ExaiBples are the moft oat^ 
tural aod cafy Way of teaching ; and they aure fo 
by rea(bn that Mankind is fo greatly addi^ed ta 
Imitation ^ and, I fay, from our paft Difcourfe 
it (ufficieady appears. That our Saviour's whole 
Converfaiion, was a rajre Exemplification of all 
kinds of Virtue, and true Goodnefs* 
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Thai to make Men truly virtuous av>d holy ; 
was theDefign ^fCbrifi's inimitable Ac- 
tions, «r mighty Works, ondM'mdts. 
And that thefe did not only tend to pro- 
mote ity as they were convincing Argu- 
ments that he came front Gody but were 
alfo very proper to effiQ it in a more im^ 
midiate Manner. 

BUT it cannot be aniife, if we moreover add. 
That it was not only the Defign of our Sa- 
viour's imtahU A&ions, to teach the World Vir* 
tue, but alfo of thofe which are mi imiiabUy vm, 
of his Miracles and mighty ff^orks : and that thefe 
not only tended to promote that Defign, as they 
were convincing and infallible Arguments that he 
came from God, but were likewifc very proper 

to 
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fo tfk€t it in a more immediate Way. For they 
were not only argumentative^ or a Proof of the 
Truth of his DoSirine^ but alfb in/tru£iive^ af^d 
reminded Men of their Duty. Thofe Miracles 
which he.chofe to work, were of fuch a Nature, 
as to be peculiarly fit to accomplifh at one, and 
the fame tirtie, both thefe Bufinefies: They were 
not fuch as the foolilh and carnal Jiws expeded, 
that is. Signs from Heaven^ that were apt to pro- 
duce dire^fy no other EfFed than that of pleafing 
their childifli Fancies, or ftriking their Senfcs 
with Admiration and Aftonifliment, by making 
prodigious and amazing Shews and Reprefenta- 
tions before their Eyes ; but moft of them were 
Expreffions of the greateft Kindnefs and Charity to 
Mankind. For Inftance, his healir.g the Sick of 
all Manner of Difeafes ; his makuii^ ihe Lame to 
walk, and the Blind to fee, and the De^f to hear; 
his cleanfing the Lepers^ feeding th6 Hungry, 
raifing the Dead, and ejecting evil Spirits out of 
thofe that were miferably poffelied with, and tor* 
mented by them, ^c, InAffs x. 38, theApoftlc 
cxpreflcs our Saviour's workiiig Miracles by 
this Phrafe, doing good, who (faith he) went up 
and down doing good, and healing all that wee op^ 
frejfed of the Devil, And in hib Miracles he gave 
Inftances of great Kindnefs and Good-will, even 
"to thofe which leaft defcrved it i for he ufcd his 
Divine Power for the Healing and Relief of the 
difengenuous^ and unthankful^ ilUnaturedy and 
wickedy as well as of the better^dijpofed^ and more 
a worthy 
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wortbyVtxtons ; therein imitating his heavenly Fa- 
ther (as he required us to do) who maketb his Sun 
to rife on the Evil and on the Goody andfendeth Rain 
en the Juji and on the Unjuftj Matt. v. 45, And 
the laft ATtracle of which we read before his Cru- 
cifixion, was the Curing one of thofe very Ene- 
mies, who came with Clubs and Staves to appre- 
hend him. 

And the few Miracles befides thofe that con- 
fided in doing Kindnejjes to Men (for what we 
have on Record are almoft all of that Sort) were 
fuch as by which he gave us an Example of other 
Virtues ; as particularly of Piety ^ Truft in Gody 
and Zeal for him. Of his Piety and Trufi in God, 
his fading forty Days and forty Nights, was a 
great Evidence : It was fo of his Tru/l in him, 
apd conftant adhering to him, as by thus doing 
he put himfelf, by his Father's Appointment, 
upon mod violent and firong Temptations -, in 
conflicting with which he came off a mod noble 
Conqueror. Of his Zeal for God, was his whip- 
ping the Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple a 
great Indance ; as it was alfo of his mod gracious 
Refpe£t to the contemned Gentiles, out of whofe 
Court they were whipped; they making their 
Houfe of Prayer a Den of Thieves, as our Saviour 
told them. And this may defervedly be num- 
bered among his Miracles, becaufe it is inconceiv- 
able how a Man unarmed, in no Authority, and 
of mean Edeem in regard of his Parentage, Po- 
verty, and low Circunidances, (hould drike fuch 
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a Fear into thofe People, as to force them, without 
the leaft Offer of Reiiftance, tQ flee before him, 
if the Caufe of it were not extraordinary, and more 
than natural. 

And even that Miracle which might feem the 
moft inconfiderable, namely, his cauHng his Dif- 
ciple Peter to catch a Fifli with a fmall Piece of 
Money in its Mouth, was alfo inftni<£live of a 
Duty ; it being an Inftance of his Loyalty to the 
fupreme Magiftrate ; for the Money was expended 
in paying Tribute, and taken out of the Sea in 
that ftrange Manner for no other Purpofe. 

In ihort, I know no one Miracle that our Sa-- 
viour wrought, but, over and above its being a 
Seal for the Confirmation of his Divine Million, 
it teaches fome one or other good LefTon, and 
is proper for the bettering of the Souls of thofe 
who ferioufly confider it. 

And that great Miracle, which after his Af- 
cenfion (according to his Promife) he fhewed in 
fending the Holy Ghoft, promoted the Builnefs 
of making Men holy, in a far higher Way than 
that of Example; for the grand and ftanding Of- 
fice of the Spirit in the World, is the exciting in 
us holy Defiresy and the aflifting of us in the Per- 
formance oi holy Anions : It is making the Gofpel, 
and all Means, effedual to the Renovation and 
Reformation of our Hearts and Lives. 

If it be objedled, that we read of two Miracles, 
namely, his curfmg the Fig-tree, and fending the 
Devils into the Herd of Swine, which are fo far 

from 
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from containing any Lcfl^MM of MoroHiy^ or tend- 
iag to the kaft good, that thejr feem to be on th« 
contrary only ^ an evil and miicbievofis Conre- 
quence. 

' I anfwer^ That as for our Saviour's curfing 
the Fig-tnij which bare Leaves^ and had no Fruit 
on it, kwaa a moft f^nificant Document to Men, 
that cbek Prafeffion, which is anfwerable to bear- 
ing Z>Bvri, muft be joined with a fuitable Pradice, 
and have Frmt accompanying, or 'twill be no- 
dung worth : Knijruitlefs Perfons were taught 
by that Emblem, for what they muft look, if they 
continued fo. But the moft pregnant Meaning 
of it is (as the learned DoAor Hammond* hath 
ihewn) that the Jews^ which were juft like that 
kafy Tree, without Fruit at that time on it, a 
mere profeffing People, were to expeA (pctdy 
Deftrudion from him^ on Suppofition that they 
perfifted in their Unfruitfulnefs. It is not once 
to be imagined that this, which our Saviour did 
to the Fig-tree was any other than emblematical i 
for no one that deferverh the name of a Man, 
would be guilty of fuch a piece of^ foolilh Re- 
venge, as to wreak his Anger on zfenfeUfs Tree^ 
or on any thing that's incapable of being faulty. 
And befides it is mentioned in the Story as related 
by St. Mark^ xi. 13. that the Time of Figs was 
not yet^ or, it was not then a Seafon for Figs ; 
chat is, it was not a good Fig-year; which is 

< See HammotuTi Comment on the New Tellament. 
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given as the Caufe of the Tree's bcmg at that 
time without Fnrit : and 'tis very probable, that 
Claafe was purpofeiy added, that it might be more 
eafily obferved, that our Saviour's Curfe was not 
defigned to be determinated in the Tree, but that 
it was pronounced agamft it, only as it was an 
apt Refemblance of a Profeflbr who is larren of 
good Works. So that this Miracle was deflgned 
no lefs than the forementioned, to be inftruliive 
to the Speftators of it, and to all that (hould af- 
terwards hear, or read the Story concerning it. 

And as for that other, otz. his fending the 
Devib, which he had cjefted out of a poor Man, 
faito a Herd of Swine, and by that Means cauCng 
them to run violently down a fteep Hill into the 
Sea, and to perifh there : We read, Firft, that 
our Saviour did not command them, but on\yfufm 
fered ^em (as 'tis exprefled both by St, Mari \ 
and St. Luke «) at their own Requcft to take Pof- 
ftffion of thofe Beaflrs. Nor does the faying to 
them, go^ (which is in St. Matthew's Relation of 
the Story) fpeak any more than a bare Permiilion^ 
feeing tlieir befeeching him to fuffer them to go ', 
IS there exprefled as the Occafion of his fo fpeak- 
ing. The Mifchief, therefore, which was done, 
the Deidh only were the Authors or the proper 
Caufes of. Nor, Secondly, could our Saviour 
permit this, either to xndkt Sporty oxXopleafe him- 

*• Mark v. 1 5. * Luke viii. 32. 

^Matt. viii. 31, 32. 
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felf with the DeftruStion of the poor Creatures ; for 
both thefe were infinitely below him, and perfedly 
contrary to the Seriou/nefs of his Spirit^ and Good- 
mfs of his Nature j but there were very weighty, 
and great Reafons why be (hould thus do. 

As, Firft, to expofe the hateful Nature of the 
Devils, and to give Men to underftand and take 
notice, how extremely they delight in doing Mif- 
chief J which it greatly concerns the Welfare of 
our Souls not to be ignorant of, and well to con« 
fider. By this Experiment it appeared, that thofc 
unclean Spirits are fo maliciouily difpofed, and fo 
bent upon Mifchief, as that rather than want Ob- 
]e£b to vent their Spite on, they would be glad ta 
do it upon brute Beads. But efpecially the Devil's 
moft inveterate, and deadly Hatred to Mankind^ 
was hereby (hewed ; when they were no longer 
permitted to do them a greater, they were glad of 
an Opportunity to make them the Obje£ts of a 
lefs Mifchief; and to procure to them what Hurt; 
they were able in their G^ods^ when they ceafed to 
be in a Capacity of tormenting then) either in their 
Minds f or Bodies, 

Secondly, By this Means there was a Difcovery 
made what a Multitude there were of them that 
poiTeired that one^ or at moft (according to St. 
Matthew) two Perfonsi infomuch as that thofe 
which were caft out of them, were enough to 
a£luate the Bodies of a Herd of Swine, confiding 
of no fewer than about two thoufand, as St. Mari 
fays ', and none could tell (but he that caft them 

out 
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out of th« Meti^ and fuffiered them to enter tbe 
. Swine) how very many each of thefe might be 
. poflefTed with. This was of great Importance to 
be known^ in order to the underflanding the 
Greatnefs of the Miracle that was wrought in 
Behalf of the miferable Wretches ; and to their 
being made fenfible how mighty a Deliverance 
Chrift had given them. For though the Devils 
declared that their Name was Legion^ to fignify 
that they were a huge Multitude ; yet what they 
faid Was toO incredible to be received upon the 
bare Word of thofe who had been Liars from the 
^ Beginning; but this Permiffion of our Saviour 
gave a plain Demonftration, that in this Stging of 
theirs they were not Liaru 

Thirdly, Thefe Perfons were by this Means 

I moft efFedually taught how infinitely they were 

t obliged to the Divine Providence^ in not differing 

. this vaft Number of Fiends, all the time they had 

. Poffeffion of them, to deftroy themi when as they 

• no foonec; entelred into the Herd of Swine, but 

immediately they difpatdied them alU . 

. Fourthly, This Permiffion was alfo a juft Pu- 

. nifliment to the Gadarens^ t6 whom thofe Beafts 

belonged, who (as afterward it appeared) v^re a 

Generation of Muck- worms, who preferred their 

. Swine hei^^ thieir &dub\ and fo likewife it viras 

a moft; proper. and effefiuai Means for the Con* 

verfion of them. Several other Reafons o£ this 

ti&mk oiighl^be iaftanceS in,, but thefe, nay any 

, one pf dviQi may weU^(affiGe« '. /So that it is. ap- 

F parent 
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^ymtlft4b« diii'Kfirsclemfs folkrTrMi Mfl^a 
^»i^SM«Mr 4me, or «f tio VI?, ^hit there was 
4<^m»ly«tiyK]inie tMrrought by eurSttWonr, more 
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ir6w '/^ make Mtn ^bwfy fffas the Biftgn $/ 
thrift's Death, -proved iy federal SwrtTx 
of Scripture: And %ovo it is effectual for 
tlat Endy dif covered in Jix Particulars^ 



Fourth)^, TbiBoiuri^ingof uslholj^t asitu 
the Bi^otftor.tmrSavioiirfffiiiHioleZ^ >fii 
iflnas'it alio the grUat JBod and J>efign4>f bis (bitffA, 
tAnd .tUs^weiate^aiKfCDd xtf bytabuitdance <^f epc- 
4irer»SBriptures; bmetfcwiofwbkhwewill here 
produce ; J2«». vi. 6. .SDwitmrj' ^/ifri^ that *okr*$U 
Mm isemdftidfwkb Jam^ itbatuheB&dy ^f Sin 
mj^t he »d^ft^dj that ^kenaforib we ilmdd fmt 

. ftftu Sin. 

: J2!'Ck»riathianrv. :r5.r--4--»-*--42S^^ 
jbejxwhiA Bve j/hcM mtltme^mbilhfe mai^hm" 
fthiif iut \imt9 Jfbn thai J&ed fer^hm^ emd rofe 

Qolatiuis u A^f^^ gave ^bUkJi^^ fir^om'Sm^ 

iiat itmigHMvmis:fimi^^f!^m^t»»i^ 

- i (viz. 
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(vk. &om its comipt Pradices) acccr£mg U tie 
Will of Gad and $ur father. ' 

Ephefians v. 25, a6, 27. Hufiandi live your 
Wives J at Chnft hoed the Churchy and gave himfdf 
for ity that he might fan^ify and eleanfe it with the 
wafinng of Water hy the Wordy that he might prefent 
it unto blmfilfa glorious Churehy not having Spot $r 
WrinkUy or any finch Things but that it Jhould he 
[ holy and tuithoift Bhndjh* 

Coloffians i. 21, 22. And you thai were fonH" 
times aUenatedy and Enemies in your ASnds if 
wicked Works y hath he now reconeiled in the Body of 
his Fiejh through Death ^ to prefent you holy and u^ 
Uameabky and unreprovaite in bis Sight. 

Titus ii. 14. fno gave himfe^ for uSy that hi 
might redeem us from aH Iniquityy and purify to him* 
fe^ a pecuUar Fapli^ zealous of good Wirks* 

I Pel. i. 18. For as much as ye know that ye wen 
not redeemed with corruptiUe Things y as Siher and 
Goldy frem yiur vain Conwrfation riecwed by Tra-- 
eStion fnm your Fathers i hut with the pnmut 
Bbid rf Chrifiy as a Lamb withimt Bleemjb^ 0ul 
without Spit. 

I P«t ill xS. Fkr Chri/l alfo hath erne ftffind 

'firSinSy tbeJt^fortheVs^^ that he might hring 

us to Oody &c. That is, fays Calvin uppn tb» 

Place, thatnw oaight he fo coAfecratcd to Ood M 

t4 live anil die to Mm. 

I Fet. ii. 24. Who his own feflare our Sins in 

his own Body on the TreOy that we being dead ti 

Fa Sint^ 
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68 tbi Dejtgn of Cbriftianity. Seft. I. 

Sins^Jhoidd Uve to RigkUHufnefsi by whofi Stripes je 

iveri hialed. > 

Now. the DioHh of Chrift is greatly effedual to 

this End of making us hely^ thefe feveral Ways. 
Firft, As it gave Teftimiony to the Truth of his 

Dodrine; which (as has been (hewn) has no 

ptii^r De%o. Chrift took his Death upon it 
Kthat that was true; was willing to expofe himfelf 

in the Defence of it, to a moft ignominious and 
.painful Death. 

Secondly, As the ihedding of his Blood was a 

federal Right,, confirming the New Covenant, 
.wherein is promifed in, and through him the 

Pardon of our Sins, and eternal Happinefs, on 
^Condition of our fincere Repentancie, Faith, and 
.new Obedience : So the Blood of Chrift is called 

the Bhod of thi Covenant^ Heb. x* 29. 
^ .. And the Blood of the everlqfting Govmant, Hehl. 
' jciii. 20. . X 

- Thirdly,. As it is exemplary of the higheftVir- 
lAue, I Pet, iu 2.1,. ChrJJi alJ%fufferedfor i/x, Zpjw- 
\ing us anBicsmpte^jhatweJhould foUaw his Steps; 

who did no S/», neither was Guile, found in his 
\J^^buth i who when he wasrevilidj. revUed nattigain $ 

when he fuffifed^ he threatened not y but committed 
J^tmfilf to him that Ju4geth right eoufiy. The greateft 
iflumiiity and /Seif-denial^ the greateft Meeknefs^ 

Patience^ and Submifjion to the Divine ff^U, the 
^inpft. wonderful Charity^' and Forgivenefs of Ene- 
. mies^ i^c. are exemplified in our Saviour's Death ; 
^ zxA fo it muft needs be very highly effectual to- 
wards 
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Chap.VII. The Defign of Cbrifiianity. 6^ 
wards the promoting of thefe moft excellent 
Graces, and the like, in us ; and the expelling 
and utterly extirpating the contrary Vices.' 

One would think it impoilible that he (hould 
be of an haughty Spirit and a proud Mind, that 
ferioufly confiders how the only-begotten Son of 
God huniibled himfelf to Death, even the (hamefr 
ful and ignonninious Death of the Crofs : That he 
ihould covet g^eat Things in the WorId,.who fre-p. - 
quently afFeds his Mind with the Thoughts of 
his Saviour's emptying himfelf, and becoming, 
poor, that we through his Poverty might be made 
rich, and preferring the Death of the vilffi of 
Wretches before the Life of the gres^teft, and^ 
moft honourable. How can he be vain, who con- 
fiders his Saviour's horrid Agony, what a Man of 
Sorrows he was, and how acquainted with Griefs? 
How can he ftorm at the receiving of Injuries, and 
fwell with Indignation agalnfl thofe who ofier him 
Incivilities, and rudely behave themfelves towards 
him, fixes his Thoughts upbn his Saviour's 
Meeknefs in putting up the vileft, and mofl coqr 
temptuous Ufages, and confidei^ how gentle, fe- 
date, and Lamb- like he was, when barbaroiuf 
Villains mocked, bufieted, and fpit uponhiq^^ 
crowned him with Thorns ; put a Robe in a Jeer 
upon his Back; and a Reed for a Scepter into hi| 
Hapd ; and at laft aded the Parts of the ippft in- 
human Butchers towards him. One ^ould thinlq 
it no uneafy Matter to perfuade ourfelves to for- 
give very heartily the fpitefuUeft, and qoioft mar 
F 3 liciouf 
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(cious Enemies; wbil{( We take notice that 
Chriftlhed even his precious Blood for thofe who 
WHed in their Breails the greateft Malignity a- 
ninft hinn and bare him the moft deadly Hatred y 
^lat h« (uflered DMh for thofe whd, in the cru- 
cDefl M^umer they were able, took away his t^i/i^ 
WhatTemptatioit can be forcible enough to pre- 
vail upon us Simurs^ to murmur, and repine at the! 
Hand of God in the Affliftions he Uys upon us, 
iHiile we obferve how much greater Suftering^ 
^aii ours;^ Were endured with profoundeft Sui^ 
fli^ji t6, and alio the heartieft Approbati()n of 
the Divine J^lty by the not only perfcAly ipma- 
igfdj but alfo the infinitely weti-dejerving JeJTus i 

t^ourthly, Ais the Death of Chrift was likewife 
t Sacrifice fir Sirt^ it was in an eminent Manner 
^e^al to this great Purpofe. In the t>eath of 
Chrift, coniidered as an expiatory and propitiatory 
iaerifice^ is the Ofience that God Almighty hath 
taken again^ Sin, and the Hatred be bears to it, 
as well as his lx)ve to us Sinners, abundantly de- 
clared ; infomuch that he Would not forgive it to 
us, without the Intervention of ho n^eaner an Of* 
fering than the Blood of his only-begotten Son* 
Obferve what the Apoftle St. Paul faith to this 
^urpofe, kom. iii. 25, 26. U^om God hath fet 
firth to be a Propitiation through Pahh in his Bloody 
. it declare bit Righteoufnefs fin" the tiemjjion of Sins 
that are pafi^ through the Forbearance of God', tp 
'declare f I fay, at tbis time, bis Righteoufnefs, that 
heikigbt bejufi, and the Js^ifier of him which be^ 

Ucveth 
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UeuiA in Jffiis^ ThQ vfaUA Scnfe of «W^ 
W«rd (4»IcQac«Yp} ktUt: ThatG.<Kl vigteT 
at 00e and cbe fame tioie dcaranfbats how i«^ to 
is,, and bav mudih^ Aolf < ^ oa the one Imiv^ 
and how m&ikff})r graikm to k in bi& WUUiigneft 
to fwpm Sknws 00 tto oAtr, wa(» Cbiift fcl. 
forth by bim to to a Fr^itiati«Mi thfoiigb J^^MlK 
ia hM JKIqod* Ttofc are ina^r (and ttoy m 
Advet far to to the Define of our Sayinir^s, Sftt 
tisfadba) who do not ^weffioa tot that God 
rmld have pardoned Sin wittout any ottor Satie* 
f^e&oti tban tto Repenlaisce of tto Smmh («n4 
in ito Number of tbeoi were Gffai«> P« 4^^^ 
/^, MffatbfSf and Zdw^Sf, v mgbt to fully 
Itowii out of thrif fevcral Works9) but to ^k^' 
to have his Son die for it, tofore to would 94wit 
vmy Tcrmf of Recoociliatiom that fo to mg^% 
perform tto highaA AA of Grwc^^ in fuch a W9]f» 
as at tto 6me time fhewed aifo tto gieetofti?^ 
pbafnrtdffiinlkSm. And ttoiefore would to itof 
do» that fo to mi^ tto moioeftaually vmp^ 
wictod Mens eocouniging tbfflii^lvos by tbeCPoto 
fider^tioa of bis great Mor^i lo perfift m thejf 
WkMufs, Therofore was Cbrift fet foTtli tQ to 
a propitiatory S^crijfioo for $10, I will aqf (ay ttot 
his Fattor (wto if perfedly fui Juris) qiight b? 
put by this Means into ^ Capacity of forgiyiiig it^ 
but that it might to a cogent Motivci gnd ^ m94 
pieirailing Argiuneot f^x Siooeis to fori^ tfunp 
Sins. 

F4 Thprf 
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71* the Defign of Cbriftianity. '$t6t.h 
There is an excellent Place to this Purpofe, 
Rnn, xviiu 3. For what the Law auld not 4o^ in 
that itwa$wiakj through the Flijh\ God fending 
his oum San in ibi Liken$Js of finful Flejh^ end for > 
Sin (or by the Means of Sin) condemned Sin in th 
Flejb y that is, what the Precepts of the Mofakal 
Law could not do, in that they were weak by 
realbn of the Impiptuofity of Mens flelhly Inclina- 
tions, that the Son of God (coming in the human 
Nature, and in all Refpefb becoming like to us. 
Sin only excepted) did \ and, by being a Sacrifice • 
for Sin (fo the Word Sin i^nifies in divers Places, 
as Lmtioisiv. 29. Chap. v. 6. 2 Cor. ▼; 21. and, 
as t fiippofe, aifo Gen. tv. 7.) condemned Sin in 
his Fkfii ; he by this Means (hewing how hateful 
it is to God, took a moft powerful Courfe to kill 
and deftioyit; And moreover, the moft dearly 
beloved Son of God, undergoing fuch extreme 
Sufferings for our Sins, it is evidently thereby de-- 
monftrated what difmal Vengeance thofe have 
Reafon to expe£^ who fliall continue impenitent, 
and refufe to be reclaimed from them ; for, fays 
he, Luke xxiii. 31* If tiey do thefe Things in a 
green Tree^ what Jhdll he dshe in the dry ? If God 
fpared not his own moft innocent, holy, and only 
Son, than whom nothing was, or could be, more 
dear to him,* but abandoned him to fo ihamefu], 
and painful a Death for our Sins, how great and 
fevcre Sufferings may we conclude he will inflid 
upon thofe Wretches, who dare ftill to live infe;i7«. 
ful Difobedience. 

Apd 
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Chz^.S\\. rbi Befign of Cbriftiamty. 73 
And from the Death of Chrift, conildered as 
a Sacrifice, we farther learn,' what an Efteem God 
has for his holy Laws, that he would not abate 
their Rigour, nor remit the Punifliment due to 
theTranfgreilbrs of them, without aConildera- 
tion of no meaner Value than the moft precious 
Blood of his own Son. 

And,laftly, Chrift has laid down his Life at the 
Anpointoient of God the Father, for the Purpofe 
of making an Atonement for Sin; this gives all 
Men unfpeakably greater Afiurance of the Pardon 
of true Penitents, than the bare Confideration of 
the Divine Goodnels could ever have done: And 
fo by this Means have we the greateft Encourage* 
ment our Hearts can wiih for, to become new 
Men, and return to Obedience; and have all 
Ground of Jealoufy removed, that we have been 
guil^ of fuch heinous and fo often repeated Im- 
pieties, as that it may not become the Holinefi, 
and Juftice of God to remit them to us, though 
they ihould be never fo fincerely forfaken by us. 

In the Death of our Saviour, thus conildered, 
are contained (as we have feen) the ftrongeft and 
moft irrefiftible Arguments to a holy Life ; and 
I farther add, fuch as are no lefs' apt to work 
upon the Principle of /ffg^fimiVy which is implanted 
in our Natures, than that of Self- love. For who 
that has the leaft Spark of it, will not be power* 
fully inclined to hate all Sin, when he confiders 
that it was the Caufe of fuch direful Sufferings to 
fo incomparable a Perfon, and infinitely obliging 
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74 y*^ A^ ^ CBriftiaidfy. Stdi. h 
aFrien^f ^ Cluift/ Who but a Crcaturt ut- 
ter)/ deftitute of lh»t PrincipK »n<l therefore 
w«rA( tbait a brute Beaft, can find io his Heart la 
take Pieaiitre ill thei>i«r that let out the Hiotri^ 
bk9d^ bid moft bkfled Sayiotiri and to carry 
himfelf towards Sin^ a$ a loving Friendy Which 
was (and ftill is) the Locd of Glory^$ worft 
Entaijr? 

Again : Has Jffm Cbrifi embtted^ and Am fo 
ntixh for our Sakes i And are we able to give ovr« 
felves leuve t6 render all bis Suffisrings and Per'* 
fbrmanocs unfucctefefttl by continuing in Dif$bidi'^ 
duif Can we be willing that be fliould do, and 
j^fier ib many Things in vain i Nay more, dn 
we contribute to the making him do and fufe 
M lathis poffiblef 

Has he been crucified fer lis by the wicked 
JiuHj and don'i we tbink.ri6ii/ enough ? Biit muft 
vrt ourfelves be crucifying him afrefli by our Sins, 
and putting him again to an open Shamr, by pre- 
ferring our baftLuftI bcfore<him, as the Jtws did 

Ht% he exprefled fuch aftoniflung Love to us 
in dying fdr us, and wo'nt we accept of it } which 
We certainly refufe to do, while we live in Sin. 
Ilath he |>urChafed eternal Salvation for us, and 
fuch great and glorious Things as Eye hath noC 
feen, nor Ear heard, and which have not entered 
into the Heart of Man to be conceived by him ; 
and can we perfuade ourfelves to be fo ungrateful 
to him^ as well as ib wanting to onffdves^ as to 

refufe 



Digitized 



by Google 



C^rp. VILTibe DeJin vfCbriJUaHtfj. is 
refule Cb receive there at his (lands on thofe moft 
rc^/bnable Terms on which he offers them ? 

Hds he bought us with Tueh a Price; and can 
We refute to be his Servants, and rather chufe to 
be the Slaves of Satan, the Devil^s Drudges? 

Where can we find fo many flrongly inciting 
Atotives to bate and abandon all Sin, as are con- 
tained, and very obvious in tYi^ Death and SufFer* 
injp of our Saviour For it i 

fifthly. The Death of our Saviour is in a fpe- 
clal Manner efie^ual to the making of us in all 
Refpei^s virtuous and holy, as he hath thereby 
procured for us that Grace and Affiftance which 
is neceAary to enable us fo to be. In regard of his 
humhiing htmfelf as he did, and becoming cbedient 
to the Death of the Crofs^ hath God highly exalted 
bimy and given him a l^ame that is above every 
Name \ that at the Name ofjefus every Kneejhould 
how^ ff Things in Heaven^ and Things in Earth, 
and Things under the Earth : And that every Tongue 
Jbbuld confefs that JtfusChr\fi is Lord, to the Gbry 
of God the Father, PhiL ii. 9, 10, 11. Now, by 
virtue of the Authority iie is by this Means in<^ 
vefted and dignified with, and particularly as he 
is King of his Church, has be fent the Holy Ghoft 
' to fanSify us ; to excite us to all holy A£lions ; 
and to i^ft us in the Performance of them. 

Sixthly, The Death of Chrift apparently pro* 
motes this great Defign, as by his patient Sub* 
miilion to it he vindicated God's Right of Sove- 
reignty over all his Creatures, and the Power he 

has 
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76 The Defign of Cbri/Hanity. Scft. t 
has to require what he pleafes, and to diipofe of 
them as feems good to him. Whereas the fi^ 
jtdamy by Contumacy, Pride, and Rebellion, put 
an high Affront upon the Authority of his Maker^ 
and his wretched Pofterity followed his Example, 
and have by that Means done what lay in them 
to render his Right to their Obedience unqueflion* 
able; this hlcfkd fecond Jdam^ by a£ling dlredly 
contrary, viz. by Obedienci, Humility^ and ftih» 
jt&ing himfelf to the Divine Pleafure, inthefe- 
vereft Expreffions and Significations of it, has done 
publickly, and before the whole World, an in- 
finite Honour to his Father : And his abfolute 
Right of Dominion over bis whole Creation, and 
the Power he has to prefcribe to it what Laws he 
judges fitting (which was before fo eclipfed by 
wicked Sinners) has he, by this Means, in the 
moft fignal Manner manifefted, and made appa- 
rent. And of what Force this is to promote our 
Holinefs and univerfal Obedience, the duUeft Ca- 
pacity may apprehend. 

From what has been faid, it appears to be a 
moft plain, and unqueftionable Cafe, that our 
Saviour in his Deaths confidered according to each 
of the Notions we have of it in Scripture, had an 
Eye to the great Work of making Men holy ; and 
that this was the main Defign at which- he therein' 
aimed. 

And I now add, that whereas it is frequently 
affirmed in the Holy Scriptures, that the End of 
Chrift's Death was alfo the Forgivenefs of our 

Sins, 
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Sins, and the recondSng of u$ to his Father, we 
are not fo to underhand (hofe Places, as if thefe 
rBleffings were abfolutely thereby procured forus, 
or any otherwife than upon Condition of our ef- 
fe&wd hiliiving^ and yielding Obedience to his 
c Golpel* Nor is there any one Thing fcarcely of 
which we are fo frequently reminded^ as we are of 
-this^.. Chiift died to put us into a Capacity of 
Pardon} the adual removing. of ourGuih is not 
the neceflary and immediate Refult of his Death, 
l)ut iufpended. till fuch time. a& thfiibrementioned 
Conditions, by the Help of his Grace, are per- 
formed by us. 

Sut moreover, it is in order to our being en- 
courstged to iincere Endeavours to fprfake all Sin, 
and' to be uniyerfally obedient for the tln^e to 
come, that our Saviour ihed his Blood for the 
Pardon of it: This was intended in his Death, as 
lit is fubfervient to that Purpofe; the Aflurance of 
having all our Sins forgiven, upon our fincere Re- 
formation, being a neceflary Motive to it. There- 
fore has he delivered us from a Neceffity of dyings 
that we might Uv€ to God \ and therefore God 
offers to be in his Son Jefus reconciled to us^ that 
we may thereby be prevailed with to be reconciled 
to Ai«. . Therefore was the Death of Chrift de- 
figned to procure our Juftification from all Sins 
paft, that we might be by this Means animated 
to become new Creatures for the time to come. 
Obferve to this Purpofe what the divine Author 
to the Hibrews (aithy Chap. ix. 13, 14.' If tht 

Blo<id 



m 






78 niI>tfsn^f(M0kBby. &^. 1. 
Jprinhkng tint UH^HOh fimft^^ H thpMrifying tf 

%mh ikrwgh tbt etmud Sfirit ^ntd himfilf with- 
Mtf Spot U GUy pnrgi jM«r Confmncis from dead 
Wmrh \ (for what End? it feUowa) to ferv^ (or» 
in order Id four ferviQg) tbt living Gvd f 

And thus much may fu^«o coQcei ning the D^- 
fign of ouf Sayioui'a Death. 



C«AP. VIII, 

TboJt it U only prmQting the J?(fy^ pf 
making Mm b(dy^, vikicb tk^ 4(0^ 
aimed ai ly in^ng on tbe HaSrims of 
Cbrifi*s RefurredioR, Aficenfion, and 
coming again co Judgment. 

I MIGHT in the nextPiace proceed' to fliew, 
that the RgfiimMon of oar Saviour carried on 
the fame Defign his Precepts, fromfes^ and 
Thrfotemngs^ llfe^ and Death aimed at; but who 
knows not that thefe would all have -fignified 
nothing to the promoting t>f this or any other 
' End, if he had always continued in the Grave, 
and not rHen again, as he foretold he wottid. If 
Chrift binotrifen^ &ys the Apoftk, i Cor. xv. T^, 
ibtK h ^-our ' priaching vain, and ycur Faith is aifi 

vain. 
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Chap. Vin. ntH^pt ^f Ckiflianity. 79 
main. So that whatToever imt Saviour rntemM 
in thofe Particulars, the peifeSing and ^al At* 
tompliftment tliereo^ m\& needs 1>e ^minentV 
deligned in his Re/urreifht. Tht Apotde Peter 
teBs his Countrynicn the Jews^ A&i fii. ^t. Aat, 
9» fbemfirJiGod having ratfid ^ bis tm JefiiSy 
ftnt him to llifs ibem^ in turfting every one of them 
from his Iniquities, fiat moreom, we find the 
Do£h:ine of OhrifFs RefurrtSHm verj raudh ih- 
JBfted on, by St. Ptf»/-efpcc«lly, as a Princfplc^f 
ttnpiritual ami divine Life in its ^, and propofcd, 
«s that wMiwfakli we ought to hare, notoidya 
fyeadative and nettekat^ %ut fi^fe a fraaicd and 
-txperimented Acquaintetiee. And he often tefla 
IIS, it is our Duty to find ^at in our Souls whieh 
bears an Analogy to it. Ha fays, PM. ffi. 10. 
^b«t !t^was*is AtabSlion to Jcnpw for feel within 
Moifeif) ^tPmerofheeileJitrreMMj asivrflas 
thtEe&w^pofbis Si^ings% to have Experience 
-rf his being nb fenger a ifaie/, %ttt 4i Hvif^Jrfus^ 
1iy.his^flffiftnmg him, and quidkentng his Soul 
with a Jiew Life. And again, Rom. vi. 4. thjit, 
ner^ere we one htrieS xtiitb him hy Saftifm unto 
Beatbj Oat ate as Chrift was rdifei up from the 
Dead ^byihe^Hory of the FoAer^ even Jo we dfo 
JboMwOkinNewn^tfL^l that is, Chriftiana 

^bcing (dunged intothe Water hiBapttfin, fignifics 
'their obhgiiigvfhcmfcWcs, in a fpiritud «enfe, to 
die and be buried wiih}dhs€hriil (whidiDeath, 
and Bainil oonfift in an uttttr Teuouncing, and 
^ifilKingaU their 6inr} that lb» ai]ifwcrk%to'his 
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RtfumSiwj xhty may live a holy and a godly 
Life. And it follows, Virfe 5. For ifwt have bem 
planted together in the Ldkerufs of his Deaths weJbaU 
be alfo in the Likenefs of his Refurre&ion \ that is, 
if we are ingrafted into Cbrift by Morti^cation of 
Sin, and fo imitate his Death, wcfball no leTs 
have a Refemblance of his Refurre£lion, by living 

. to God, or performing all A(£b of Piety and Chri- 
ftianity* And then, from Verfe 8, to ii, be thus 
proceeds :. Nw) if we he dead with Chrtfl^ we he^ 
lieve that we J^all (or we will) alfo Eve. with him : 
Knowing, that Chri/iy bnng tdfed fromthfi JDjead^ 
dieth no more^ Death hath no more Dominion over 

. him. For in that he^diedy he died tmto Sin onUj 
(or for. Sin once for ^11} bu$ in that, be livab^ he 
Ivuetb unto God (ths^ is^. in Hisaven with God) i 

. Lik^wifirfckon ye.,yo^rfch4s toM dead indeed unt$ 
Siny but alive unto God^ through Jofki Chr{^ our 

. Lord I that is,ufter the £xamp!eof his^i>Aii(>& and 
RifurreStiony account ye jourfelves obliged to die 
to Sin, and to live tO: the Praife and.Qlo^ pf 

God. ... . .;-. ■. 

And the fame ufe which the Apoftle here.makes 
of the Refurre£iion of our Saviour, he does alfo 
elfewbere of h\s,AfienJion,2^ SeiSon at. tl^e right 
Hand of God, Colojf^'m. :i^^ 2. if y^:^^herifen 
with Chtifiy feek thofe Things which arefbvqe^ whirg 

, Cbrift fttteth at the right Hand of Qod\' fet your 
AffeSlions on Things -fibpfuq^ fot on Tkipg^^ on the 

[ Earth i for you are deqd^ ;hat is, if) jP^pfe^Son^ 
having engiitged ypurfelvtfi tid [:€ao(4npt.,yov^.paft 

£ wicked 
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ivicked Life) and your Life is hid with Chriji in 
Godi bfc. that is, and the Life you have by em* 
bracing the Chriftian Religion obliged yourfelves 
to lead, is in Heaven, where Chrift is. So that 
this (hews the Informations the Gofpel gives us 
6f thcfe Things, to be intended for praSiical Pur- 
pofes, and Incitements to Holinefs, And of 
C\it'A*s Refurre^iiony with his following Advance - 
tnent, we are frequently reminded, to teach us 
this moft excellent Leflbn, that Obedience, Pa- 
tience, and Humility, are the Way to Glory; and 
therefore, to encourage us to be Followers of him, 
to tread in his holy Steps, and make him our 
Pattern. This we have in the fore- cited Place, 
PhiL ii. 5, 6, 7, ^c. and Heb, xii. i,a. We are 
exhorted to lay ajide every Weighty and the Sin 
which doth fo eajily hefet «j, and to run with Pa^ 
tience the Race that is fet before us i looking unto 
JefuSj the Author and Finijher of our Faith y wh^ 
for the Joy that was fet before him^ endured the Qrofs^ 
defpifing the Shame ^ artd is' fet down at theri^ht 
Hand of the Throne of God: And Verfe 3v. to con^ 
Jider him that endured fuch ContradiSlion of Sinners 
againji himfelf (that is, efpecially how he is now 
rewarded for it) leji we he weary and faint in our 
Minds. 

And who can be fo ignorant as not to know, 
that the Meaning of our being io often reminded 
of our Saviour's coming again to Judgment^ is to 
ftir us up to all Holinefs of Converfation ? Por we 
are fuflSici^ntly told, that we muft be judged ac- 
G cording 
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pmUng to our Works^ cfptciaMy fucbWirJts sb Am: 
Hypocrites oif this Age moft defpife^ and leave tir 
be diiefly performed by dieir contemned Mora* 
lids; as appears from Matt. xxv. 34. to tbe End 
of the Chapter. And, laftly, it is very certaiH) 
<< That all theDodrincs of the Gofpd, (as merely 
<< fpeculative as fome at the firft Sight may feem 
<< to be) haye a Tendency to the promoting oF 
<< real kighteoufnefs and Holinefs^ and are re^* 
veaied for thatPurpofe s". But at I did not ibirif 
fo neither will t btre proceed to ibcw it, in all 
the feveral Inflances^ or in aiiy more than I havt 
now done ; and that for the Reafon which is there 
eiven* But befides, I conceive that what has 
beea dtfcourfed in this Section, is abundantly fuf- 
fkient to demonftrate what we have undertaken^ 
viz. That to make Men trufy vhituius and h^fy^ is 
the Dejign^ the main and uhimate Dejign rfCbri^ 
JUamty* 

< See Page 193 c^f the IMndfkt i!si& Praffices ^ 
certain atodeiaite DiVino of the Qiurdi ofEnghmd^ 
{^bttfively ^9!&ti LatitmihmHansJ waiy rtpreient^d^ 

and defended. 
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SECTION IL 

CHAP. !. 

SrWd Accounts tf the Sujlhefs df making Men 
hufy: The fiffi^ That this is to do th6 
gfcatcft Gobd to Men : And that the 
Bt^Hg of making Men bvfyj is of all 
other the greateji Good j froted byfeveral 
Arguments^ viz. Firft^ That it contains 
in it a Deliverance from the worft- of 
Evils I and Sin /hewed to h the ivorft. 

IProceedi in the ntxt Places to fhcw how it 
comes to pafs^ thit of all other good Things^ 
the making Manlciitd truly virtuous and holy, is 
th^ grand ztidfpeaalDtfgn of Cbri^ianity. There 
are thefe two Accounts to be given of it; 

Firft, This is » A the ^rtalejl Good to Men. 

. Secondly, Tits is td do the iifi Servia to God. 

Pirft» The making af us really righteous ahd 

holy, is Hit greaceft'Good that can {)offibly b^ 

done to us* There is no Bleffiog comparable to 

Q % that 
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that of purifying our Natures from corrupt Af- 
fections, and enduing them with virtuous and 
divine Qualities. The wifer Sort of the Heathens 
themfelves were abundantly fatisfied of the Truth 
of this : And therefore the only Defiga they pro- 
feflied to drive at in their Philofophy, was theJPur^ 
gation and perfe^ing of the human Life, Hierocles 
makes this to be the very DcfiaUion of it: And 
by the Purgation of Mens Lives, he tells us is to 
be underftood, the cleaning them from the Dregs 
and Filth of unreafonable Appetites \ an4 by their 
PerfeSiiony the Recovery of that Excellency which 
reduceth »f5f to> ©itoir o/:^W»r, to the Divine Likenefs. 
Now the Bleffing of making Men holy^ is of all 
the greatefl. 

Firfl, Becaufe it contains in it a Deliverance 
from the worji rf Evils. They are utterly igno- 
rant of the Nature of iS/n, who imagine any EviJ 
greater than Sin, or fo great. It was the Dodlrine 
of the Stoicis, that there is nothing evil but what 
is turpe W vitiofum^ vile and vicious. And Tutty 
himfelf, who profeffed not to be bound up to the 
PlacitA of any one Scdl of Philofophcrs, but to be 
free-minded^ and to give his Rcafon its full Scope 
and Liberty, takes upon him fometimes mofl 
ftiiHy, and feemingly in very good Earnefl, to 
maintain it, and difpute for it. But as difficult as 
I find it to brook that Do6i;rine, as they fcem to 
underfland it, that more modeft Saying of his in 
the firfl Book of his Tufculan ^jSions has, with- 
out Doubt, not a little of Truth in it, viz. TbaA 

ther$ 
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there is no Evil comparable to that of Sin **. Hie- 
rocles^ a fober Philofopher, and very free from the 
high-flown Humour, and ranting Genius^ of the 
StoiciSj though he would allow that other Things 
belides Sin, may be very grievous and difficult to 
be borne^ yet he would admit nothing befides this 
to be truly evil', and he gives this Reafon for it, 
viz. Becaufe that certain Circumftances make 
other Things good^ that have the Repute of Evils i 
but none can make this fo. He faith that the 
Word Mi>Mi [well] can never be joined with any 
Vice, but /o may it with every Thing befides ; 
As it is proper to fay concerning fuch or fuch a 
Perfon, nauM^Siu viirflai iut>M^y he is well difeafed^ 
he is well poor, that is, he is both thefe to good 
Purpofe, behaving himfelf in his Sicknefs and Po- 
verty as he ought to do; but (proceeds he) it can 
never be faid, aJbtiTxaTuS?, oxoXarayH «a^4>?, i^c. he 
doth Irjjury welly or he is righ:ly^nd as becomes 
him, intemperate. 

Now that Wickcinefs is the greateft of Evils, 
is apparent, as it injures Mens better Part, their 
Spulsy whereas it lieth in the Power of no other 
{sLS the now mentioned Philofopher alfo obfervethj 
fo to do. Do I fay, it injures them ? that's too 
gentle a Word, it mars and fpoils them j as again 
that Perfon in another Place fi>eaks. Other Evils 
jnay ruin our Bodies, our Fortunes, i^c. and 

;^ Ne malum juidem ullum cum turpitudims malo covti- 
pgrandum. 

G 3 may, 
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may, I confefs, by that Means difqmet and difiunb 
our Souls ; but tbey can be depraved by nought 
but Sin ; -this alone can deprive them of the Imag^ 
of God, wherein confifts their Excellency. And 
when I fay that Sin undoes our Souls^ and Sii^ 
pnly, I fay that this, and this alone^ undoes our-; 
felves: For (as faith the feme br^ve Man) Thjf 
Soul is thy/el/ i thy Body thine ; and (ill oi4iwari 
ThingSy thy Bod/s. And the excellent Sit^pUciusl 
fytdkingot Deaths has this Saying, that it is only 
TO au^/a.!^ KOKopi tfK 9fMW> an Evil to our Bodies^ not^ 
to us. And this both the Sioicks and Platoni/is 
much infift upon, and make great Ufe of it: 
They ftick not to tell us, that it is improper tq 
fay that a Man confifts of two Parts, whereof thp 
Body IS out \ and that this is not ^ conftituent; 
Part of Man, but only his Injirununt: That it is 
but our Prifon wherein we arc confined, our 
Leather-bag, our Satchel^ our Cafe^ our Sheath^ our 
Houfe, oxxxCloathingj and the like. And we find 
fuch a Notion of th^Body in thp Holy Scriptures,' 
as well as in the Heathen Writings. St. Paul 
alfo calls it our CUathing^ our earthly Houjiy our 
Tabernacle^ 2 Cor» v. I, 4. St. Peter calls his 
Sodyj this Tabernacle'^ 1 think it meet (fays he) fo 
long as I am in this Tabernacle^ &c. 2 Pet. i. 13. 
Knowing ihatjhortly / mtift put off this Tabernacle^ 
Verfe 14. So that other Evils have that Denomi'- 
nation, becaufe they are fo to fuch Things only 
(immediately I mean) as belpng to ourfi^Ives; bMt 
pin is an immdiat^ £vil> and the greateft imagin- 
able 
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^aUe to oar^fety feiues : By whom Ibevgr it is en- 
tertained, it changes the Man's Nature, fpotls his 
'Confticutioii) and makes hioi (juite another Thing: 
f com a lovely, noble, and excetlent, it trans(brn» 
him imo im ignoble, hafe, and contemptible Crea- 
ture. We are not ignorant what Names the 
Scripture bcftows upon wicked Men^ even thofe 
of the wuleanejiy and nooft impure Bea/ts. There 
is no fuch Filthinefs [hid£scero ') as the Faditas 
Turpificati anim^ that of an undean Soul : And 
thePhilofophers ufed to expeefs Vice by Turpitud9 
and TO cuaxgrny Filtbinefi, as being that which is 
infinitely difbeceming, below, and unworthy of 
human Nature. And the wife Man, in his Book 
of the Pr^erbs fays, ^zt^t.wickedAtan is loathfome 
and 4cmetk to Shame. There is no fuch hideous 
Monfter in Nature as areaibnable Creature Kving 
in Contradidion to the Dtdates of his Undeiv 
ftanding, trampling under Foot the eternal Laws 
of Righteoufnef% and oppofing himfelf to the 
known Wdl of the great Sovereign of the Worlds 
<to the Will of him in whom lie lives, moves^ and 
has hts Being $ to whom alone he is obliged for aU 
lie is or has, and for the Capacity he is in of hav- 
ing any thing for the future, of which fer the 
prefent he is deftitute. A Body in iK[hi<Ai the 
Head and Feet have exchanged Places, is not 
; more deformed and monflrous than is a vicipu^^ 
JSoul : for her fuperior and governing Part is /u2>- 

^,h Lib, iii. de Officiis. 

G 4 ^jefied 
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jeded to, and lorded over by her inferior^ and 
that which was defigned by Nature to be kept in 
Subje£lion and governed. Her iwxS' fas the Py- 
tbagoream phrafe it) or holder of the Reins, and 
ruling Faculty, is become the nvto^fMow, the 
reined in and rtJed Faculty. 

I add moreover, that Sin mayf well be faid to 
fpoil and mar Mens; Souls ; for we read in the 
Writings of the Apoftles, that it kills them. She 
that liveth in Pleafures is dead, while Jhe iiveth^ 
I Tim^ V. 6. You hath he quickened who were 
dead in Trefpaffes and Sins, Eph. ii. i. St. Jude^ 
fpeaking of certain ungodly Wretches, fays, that 
they zxt twice dead, Verfe 12. And the very fame 
Notion had divers of the Heathens alfo. Pytha- 
goras ufed to put a luwraftov, or empty Coffin in the 
Place of that Scholar who left his School, to be- 
take himfeif to a vicious and debauched Life, as 
thereby iignifying that he was deadt ^^^^ ^ to his 
nobler Part. And his Followers teli us, that the 
Souls of Men died, when they apoftatized from 
God, and caft off the Divine Life. And fuch a 
pne, as in whom Sin reigneth, may be called a 
dead^Azn, becaufe, according to them, theD^* 
jinition qf a Man belongs not to him, nor does he 
aoy longer deferve the Name of a reafonable Crea- 
ture; The Philofopher we have fo often quoted, 
(a,nd ihall have Occafion to do it oftener) will have 
Wickednefs to be the Death of the reafonable Na^ 
ture : And Simplicius doubts not to aifert, that a 

Man 
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Man that is drowned in Sertjuality^ bath m more tf 
Reafon in him than a brute Creature. 

To return to God and to a right ACnd^ to tc 
without God and without TJnderJfanJing^ were of 
K^nt and the fame Signification with thofe exeeUent 
Men. And our Saviour tells us, that the Prodigail 
eame to himfelf when h^ refolved upon returning to 
his Father's Houie ; as if while he perfifted in 
Difobedience, he was as very a Bntte^ as tfacife 
^hofe Hufks he fed on, and had utterly lofl his 
Underjianding. Though that laft Saying of Sim- 
flicius may feem fomewhat hyperbolical, yet this 
following one of Hierocles has not the leaft of a 
Figure in it, viz. That wicked Men render the 
Reafon that remains in them merebafe and wretch' 
idly contemptible than the vilejl Slave. They ufe it 
altogether in Matters of very bady, Qt (at befl) of 
moft mean Concern ; and therefore, as upon that 
Account it were better, fo upon this it would be 
even as well, if they had none at al) ; for iheSa" 
gacityth^t is in Beq/ls is not lefs ferviceable ,co 
ihemy than is the Reafon of a wicked Man to him : 
Nay, had he only that Sagacity which is obfervable 
in many unreafonable Creatures, it might flmd 
him in as much ftead as his Reafon docs^ and per^ 
haps more. So that from what has been dif« 
courfed, it appears evidently that Iflciednefs is the 
wor/i, incomparably the wor/l of£vils; that it is fo 
in its own Nature^ as well as in its Cgnfequencesi 
and therefore, to deliver us from it, by purifying 
our Lives and Natures, is to confer upon us the 

greateft 
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^t&iifi. Wc$f>g> vid confi^uentLy is «n Uiyia;* 
taking;, of all others, the inoft^ worthy ql |ht 
§«f.»of.Qo4. 

JUJU JJl.J J i I I I I ' ' ■ ' ■ 

C H A P H. . 

fl^e Second Jrgument^ viz. That the Bief- 
J^ng of making Men holy is accom^niei 
xvffb allo$her thai are mqfi defiraik^ ax4 
Vfbifb 4^ be^ deferme U be fo caUed: 
P^^^ularly with the Pardon^ of Sin^ and 
Ged^ ffecial L^e: Jnd that tbofe 
things of which jenfual Perfons are im^ 
Jhfirous^ preeminently to be found in that, 
Blejfin^, 

SEcon^ly, This U tbe^reateftBjbdSng, ^(;s^\i(q 
. it is accoiTi}mnied with all other th^^t ^e moft 
<]efirable,, and which beft deferveta b^ (f^ called* 
W^f re Sin is fincerely forftken, it will ceruin^ 
htpar^doned: The Nature ef God h fucb as ipe^ 
hiip moft ready to -be reconciljcd to a true Convert. 
Our Iniquities ajone make /or can majcf) a Sepa- 
ration betwixt us and our God, and oujr Sins otdy 
jiide his Face from us: But the Caufe being r^ 
moved, the Effi^ ceafes, When the divine Grac^ 
iwhich Is offered to Sinners^ becomes efie£lual t^ 
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the turning any pne trom his evil Ways, God's 
favour naturally returns to hun \ even as natu* 
rally as the Sun's Ligh^ into thofe Places, wberC^ 
that which before intercepted between it and them, 
is taken aw^y- ifp.>9, of fp jufinitely benign, and 
gracious a Nature, that no Man can continue an* 
Object of his Di/plcafure one Moment longer tbaa 
while he is incapable of his Favour i and nothing, 
I fay, but Sin and Wickednefs (as he has often 
C^ugh afiured us) can make Men (6 : Nay, a 
l^o^y Soul is ever the Obje£t of his deareft, and| 
moil fpecial Lqv^. He is not only FrUnds with, 
hift tai^s PUafure v^ dip^e who fear him, BfisJn^ 
cL^vii. II. (i^ is faid to m^ke his Refidencc 
lyithin fuch Perfons, fo great is the Delight that; 
he takes in the^i* IJ^iah Ixvi. I, 2. Tkns faith t/u^ 
Lordy the Heaven is my Throne^ and the Earth m^ 
F^t/io<ff^ Where is, the Ho^fe that ye build unto me, ?• 
And w^e is the Pl^ee of my Reft? For all thofe, 
Things have mine Hand mfide^ and all thofe Thingt 
have heen^ faith the Lord: But to this Man mil i 
look J tuen to him that is poor and tf a contrite Spirit^ 
and^ trembleth at my Word. John xiv- 23. Jeftff^ 
fqid unto him^ If any Alan love me^ he will iet/epi 
my Words J and^ my Father will kve hif^h ^^ fW 
udU come unto him^ and n^ake ourAMe viith hiifh 
^nd it is faid p^rtigviJarly of him that dwi^Uelh 
iQj&oi;f( which is the fulfilling gf thp hve) tb(A 
b^.dsfMilUib in Godj arfdGodin hifn. And I Olight. 
^W tJv« the H^?i$Uei>si tb^mretv.Qs bad lhi« v«J. 
]^otion. It W4S a Saying ufc(J hy tfe^ fyihg^^.. 

reanSf 



Digitized 



by Google 



52 The Defign ofCbriftianity. Seft. II. 
reans^ that God has not in the whole Earth a more 
familiar Place of Riftdence than a pure Soul. 
And Apollo is introduced as ipeaking thus : 

' To dwell in Heaven pleafes me not more than 
Within the Soul of a religious Man. 

* And Hierocles, which recites that Verfc, him- 
ttlf afiert», that God hateth no Man; but as for the 
good Man^ he embraceth him with an extraordinary^ 
andfiarpafjing AffeSlion. The righteous Lord lov- 
ing Righteoufnefs^ his Countenance cannot but be- 
hold the Upright. Whcrefoever he finds any Im- 
preffion^s of true Goodnefs, as he cannot but 
highly approve them, To is it not poffible but they 
fiiould attra^ his fuigular Love to thofe which are 
the SubjeAs of them: According to that Meafure 
and Proportion which any. one participates of his 
Goodnefs, he muft needs have a Share in his Grace 
and Kindnefs. A holy Perfon is a Man after God* s 
mjm Hearty as his Servant 2>^i is faid to be : He 
18 a Man that carries his Image, and bears a Re- 
femblance to him, and upon that Account he can* 
not fail to be very dearly beloved by him. Now 
I need not go about to prove, that there is no 
Bleffing whatfoever but is implied in an Intereft in 
the Divine Love; and efpecially in fuch a Love as 
tkat of which we have fliewed good Men are 
made the Qbjei£ts. 

^ It 
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It might be here fliewn alfo, that thofe Things 
which fenfual and carnal Perfons are moft defirous 
of, viz, RicheSj HonourSy and Pkafurmj are emi- 
nently to be found in the Bleffing of which we are 
now difcouriing ; and indeed, thofe which bed 
deferve to be fo called, and are in the propereft 
Senfe fo, no where elfe. Nothing enriches a. 
Man like the Graces of God*s holy Spirit : What 
St. Peter faid of Meeknefsy is true of all the Vir- 
tues ; they are in the Sight of God (and he judgc$ 
of Things as they are) 0/ great Price \ They 
are called Gold tried in the Ftre^ Rev. iii. 18. The 
true and our own Riches^ Luke xvi. 1 2. Which is 
a? much as to fay, that thefe only are oursy and 
all but thelf are falfe and counterfeit : Thefe en- 
rich our Souliy which alone (as was faid) deferve 
to be called ourfelves^ and will abide by us when 
all other have bid adieu to us. Thefe as much 
excel in true Value and Worth all thofe Things 
which the World calls Richis^ as do our immortal 
Spirits tranfcend our frail and corruptible Car- 
cafles. It was one of the Maxims of the Sioicks^ 
tw fw*©* 0-0^^5 «^^«(&*, that the wife (whereby they 
meant the truly virtuous) Man is the only rich 
Man. And Tully hath this Saying upon it : A 
Man's Cheji cannot properly be called richy but bis 
Mind only : And though thy Coffer be fully fo long as 

^ Nihil neq\ meum eft neq; cttju/quam, quod auferri, 
quod erifi, quod amitti fotejl^ Cicero in Paradoxis. 



Digitized byCaOOQlC 



9^ the iJefigh ofChrijlianiiy. Se<a, It. 
Ifie thee empfyy IJfJall hot think thee a rich Alan '. 
And, fays Hieroclesy All Things that are without 
a Man's Soul^ are But littte and iiifighiificantTrifles. 
And the Righteonsy fays Solomon^ is more excellent 
thdk Ms tfeighboury or he is of greater Worth 
than ^ny other Perfoh wHo Is not righteous> 
ProV. icil. lis. 

Nothing, again, makes Men fo honourable as 
^rh» irid true Goodnifi, or at all truly fo. See- 
ing he arid he alone who is endued with it, lives 
Up to hfs higheft Principle, like a Creature pof- 
fefled of a Mind and Reafon ; nay, this Man is 
ihoreover (as was faid) like to God himfelf, and 
imitates his glorious PerfetSlions, vi^^ his moral 
ones. And therefore, well might Wifdom fay as 
Ihe does, Prov, viii. i8. Riches and Honour are 
with me. To overcome our unruly Lufts^ and 
keep in Subjedion all impetuous DeAres and in* 
ordinate Appetites, makes us more defervedly 
glorious than was Alexander or Julius Qefar j for 
he that thus adis, has fubdued thofe that mattered 
Ihofe mighty Conquerors. And fuch a one has 
Praife of God, of the holy Angela, and of all Men 
who are not Fools, and whofe Judgments he ha^ 
Caufe to value. He that is Jlow to Anger is iett/r 
ihan the Mighty \ and he that ruletb his Sfirit than 
ie thaitahth a City^ Prdv. xvi. 32. 

' Animus hominis dives, non area afpeUari potefii 
Quamvis ilia Jit plena , dum te inanem videio^ divitem 
n'on futaio. In Paradox. 

And 
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And no Pleafures are comparable to thofe which 
immediately refult from Virtue and Holinefs; for 
that Man's Cenfciencc ia* a very Heaven to hin> 
who bufies himfelf in the Exercife of it. While 
we do thus, we aft moft agreeailf th tiHt r%1ilt 
Frame and Conftitution of our Sods; tind coofe- 
quehtly moft naturally -, and all the Anions of 
Nature are cofAfefledty very fweet and pleafant. 
Of 'Aid )Rlfe very many of t^e Heathens had a 
^at Senfe; even thoiTe of them which tnfach 
doubled of ateother Life wherein Virtue is re* 
warded, commended very highly t&e FraiStice of 
it| for this Reafan, that it is a Reward t6 itfelf* 
SimpUciuf^ in his Comment upon Epi^etus^ bath 
fliis obfervable Saying, that the Obrervation of 
the Rules of Virtue in that Book prescribed, wil( 
make Men fo happy and bleiTed even in this Lifev 
Ihat they Aall not need to be promifed any Rewara 
ifjfi& Deathy though that alfo will be JTure toi 
folbw. 

Thcfe Things, 1 fay, might be tnfifted on jf» 
this Place, but they are fueh large and fpaciou» 
Fields of Difeourfe, that (hould we make anjr 
conflderable Entriince into them, we ihall find it 
fio tuff Matter to get out of them. I therefore 
ptocc^* 
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CHAP. m. 

^be ibird Jrgutfiihty Viz. Tbat wbdtfoever 
otber Blejftngs a Man ti^ay be fuppofed to 
have who is utterly dejiitute of Holinefsy 
tbey cannot ft and him in fo much Steady as 
only to make him not miferable* And all 
evil and corrupt Affeciions fbewed to be 
greatly tormenting in their own Nature^ 
and innumerable Jad Mif chiefs to be the 
neceffary Confequence of yielding Obedience 
to them. 

THirdly, Whatfoevcr other Blcffings a Man 
may be fuppofed to havCi who is utterly 
deftitute of this of Holinefr, they cannot ftand 
him in fo much Stead as but to make htm not mi- 
feralle. We may by the firft Particular, and 
what was faid upon it, be fufficiently convinced 
of the Truth of this : But I farther add, Tha^ 
finful Lufts are extremely troublefome, tiifquiet-^ 
ing» and painful. The Wichd (faith the Prophet 
^faiab) is like the troubled Sea which cannot rejl^ 
whofe Waters caji up Mire and Dirt. The Laby- 
rinths in which Sin involves Men, are innume- 
rable; its Ways are fo full of intricate Turnings, 
and WindirigSV that they fadly perplex thofe poor 

Crea- 
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Creatures who \^a1k in them ; and it is impoifiBle 
hut they (hould do fo; The greateft outward In- - 
conveniencies, and difaftrous Misfortunes, arefre* 
quently (as might be largely (hewn) Occafioned 
by them -, but Vexations of Mind» and! trouble'^, 
fome Thoughts, are their conftant and never*; 
failing EfFeds, Tulfyy in the fore-mentioned 
Book, fays thus to the vicious Man, Thy Lufii 
torment thee^ all Sorts of Cares opprefs thee^ and both 
Day and Night torture thee °. And Hierocles fays^ 
It is nfcej/ary that the worjl Life Jhould he moji mi- 
ferahle\ and the heft moJi pleafant^ and delightful ^t^ 
Covetoufnefs and Ambition put Mens Minds upon 
the Rack to contrive Ways of enriching and ad- 
vancing themfeives : And when they have at- 
tained to fo large a Propofition of earthly Profasi 
or fo high a degree of Honour as they at firft de- 
iigiied, they are fo far from being at Eafe and 
Reji (as they vainly promifed to themfeives they 
ihould) that their Cravings increafe with thcif 
Fortunes ; and, in the midft of their Abundance,' 
they continue in the fame Straits which at firft af- 
fli^ed them. Nay, fo impetuous is the Fury of 
thofe Lufts, that they drive them into ftill greater j 
and caufe in their Soxils who are polTefled by them» 
a more pungent and a quicker Senfe of Want 

IB Ttue libidines te torquent, te arumia fnmunt omms^ 
tu dies no8efq\ crucians, 

H t})«v 
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than they felt when thcijf Condition was moflr 
mean, and their Eftate at the loweft. Nor is this 
Mlfchief any other than a natural and unavoidable 
Confequcnt of f or faking God j (who is, as the 
Scriptures call him, the REST; and, as PlatOy 
the CENTER of Souls ) and of feeking Satis- 
fadion in fuch Things, as arc infinitely ioo little 
for their vaft Capacities ; as the forementioned, 
and all worldly Enjoyments are. 

With what a Multitude of tormenting Cares is 
Independency on God» and Dtjlrufi of his Provi- 
dence perpetually attended ? How impoffible is it 
to give a comprehenfi^'e and juft Catalogue of the 
many Mifchiefs, and Miferies that are the necef- 
fary Prod«(3s and genuine Offspring of Intempe- 
rance^ and Lafiiviaufnefs ? Solomon eoumeratea 
fome of the Evils that are the Fruits of t\i^ former 
of thefe, Prov, xxiii. 29. but to give a p«r/r^ Ac- 
count of them would be an endiefs Work. And 
as for the latter^ beiides the loathfbme and painful: 
Difeafe which is ordinarily the Confequence of (a- 
tisfying the Cravings of that filthy Vice, the un^ 
clean Perfon is continually in a riftlefs Coaditk>nf. 
and, as it were, in a conjlant Fit of a bwmng Fc^ 
ver ; the evil Accidents too which are occafioned 
by it are fo many, that they cannot be reckoned*. 
The Epicureans J though they placed Man's chief 
Happinefs in corporeal Pleafures, ftridlly, nptwith- 
ftanding, forbid Adultery^, becaufe (as they (aid) 
inftead of performing its^Proraife of Plcafure^ it 
robs Men of it. 

£Je 
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He who is prottJp and highly conceiud of hinv- 
felf, IS difordercd and difcooipofed by the leaft 
flighting Word, or Negleft of RefpeiSi, and (I 
had aimoft faid) by the fmalleft Commendation 
of his Neighbour too; and it lies in the Powet 
of any forry Creature^ when he li&i to aiRid: 
his Mind. 

The inward fad EiFe&s of Envf and Malice are 
fufficicntly obfervable in the di/mal Countenances 
of thofe that are under the Power of tfaenl ; and 
thefe hateful^ and devilifli Lufts ea^ intd) and! 
prey upon, the very Hearts of thofe in whofe 
Breafts they lodge; and are like Fire in their 
Bofoms inceflantly torturing them: Not to fsly 
any thing of the many outward^ and nioft direful 
Mifchiefs which are caufed by a full SatisfaAioH 
of them. In (hort, there is not any one inorrdi- 
nate Afiedion ^i but is fb difturbing artd difquidt- 
ing a Thing in its own Nature, that rt cannot but 
make thofe who are in Subje£lion to it^ thoogh 
they fhould have never fo many good Things t<i 
fet agakifl it, exceeding miferable in ihi$^ as wall 
as in the other World. So that, had our Saviour 
come into the World, only upon fuch' a Defigtf 
as the carnal Jews expeded their Meffiah v/ouMi 

^ ^ui Jfpetitus longius evagantur; Sic ^ Hon /atii 
ratione retimntury &c. ah its non modb animi pirtfirbhttur, 
fid etiam Corpora : Licet ora ip/a cemere iratontm, aut 
eorum qui aut lihtdine aliqad oaf fnetU commoti funi^ am 
^luptatf ntmid fffitvnt : quorum omniim ^mltuSy ^oces, 
motus, JIatufque mutantur, Cicero» Lib. x. de Oiiciis. 
ft X viz. 
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viz, that of making us Partakers of a mere tempo- 
ral Happinefs, he muft, in order to the fucceed- 
ing of it, chiefly have concerned himfelf to make 
us holy. 

If it were poffible (as it has been Oiewn it is 
not) that a wicked Man Ihould have God*s Par- 
dorij this would not make him ceafe to be mi- 
ferable ; all it could fignify would be no more 
Chan an Exemption from being immediately by 
him puniihed: But though the Divine Majefty 
ihould not in the leaft afflid him, his very Lufts 
would be of chemfelves no light Punifhmenf, but 
fucb as under which he could never enjoy himfelf 
in this Life, but will be found to be intolerable in 
the Life to come : Seeing there will then be no- 
thing to be met with that can at all fuit with 
his fenfual Inclinations, or that will have any 
Aptnefs in it to pleafe and gratify them ; whereas 
now all Places abound with fuch Things as are 
fit for that Purpofe ; as are able, \ fay, to gratify, 
though not to fatisfy fuch Appetites. So that this 
Man's Condition in the future State muft needs 
be very exadly like to his, who is even parch*d 
and dried up v^ith excedive Thirft, hot can by 
no Means obtain wherewithal to quench it; no 
nor yet fo much as a little to (lake, and mitigate 
the Pain of it ; as he in this State very frequently 
makes a fliift to do. 

Were it poffible that ChriJTs Rigbteoufnefs 

could be imputed to an unrighteous Man, I dare 

boldly affirm, that it would fignify as little to his 

» , .- . Happi- 
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Happinefs, while he continues fu, as would a 
gorgeous and fplendid Garment to one that is alr 
moft ftarvcd with Hunger, or that lies rack'd 
by the torturing Difeafcs of the Stone or Colick. 

And could we fuppofe fuch a Man to be never 
fo much an Objeft of the divine Benevolence^ nay, 
and Complacency too (as there is nothing lefs fup-^ 
pofable) this could not make him, he continuing 
wicked, fo much as not miferable ; he, being ren- 
dered by his Wickednefs, utterly uncapable of 
(lich £fFe<Sb of the Love of God, as could have 
upon him fo good an Influence. 

'i^y, farther, were our Fancies fo very power- 
ful, as that they could place him even in Heaven 
itfelf J fo long as he continueth unturned from 
his Iniquities, we could not imagine him happy 
there \ nay, he would carry a Hell to Heavei^ 
with him, and keep it there. It is not the being 
in ?ifine Place xh^x can make any one ceafe to be 
miferable, but the being in a good State \ and the 
Place Heaven, without the heavenly State^ will 
fignify nothing. An linhealthful and difeafed 
Body will have never the more Eafe for refiding in 
aPr/WV Court, nor will a fick and unfound Soul 
have an End put to its Unhappinefs, though it 
fliould live for ever in the Prefence of God him- 
felf. That Saying to this Purpofe well deferves 
our repeating, which I find in the excellent 
Book called, The Causes of Vhe Decay 
OF Christian Piety: Or, An Impartial Sur- 
vey of the Rums of the Chriftian Religion, un« 
H 3 de;mined 
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^ermined by unchriftian PraQice : Jlas^ whatDf^ 
light woidd it be to the Swine to be wrapped in fine 
JLineny and laid in Odours : His Senfes are not 
gratified by any fiuh Delicacies^ nor would he feel 
any thing befides the Torment of being wiih-held from 
the Mire,^ And as little Complacency would a brutiflx 
Soul find in ihofe purer and refined PleafureSj which 
(an only upbraid, not fatisfy bun p. 

It is not to be doubted that fuch Habits of 
Mind as Men carry hence with them, they (hall 
]ceep in the other State ; and therefore, if weleavQ 
this Earth with any unmortified and reigning 
Lufts, they will not only make us incapable of 
the Happinefa of Heaven, but alio of any Happi-> 
nefs : For there will be (as was but now inti* 
inated) no Satisfaction, qr fo mvich as Gratification 
q{ carnal and brutijb^ niMch lefs of devilijh Appe^ 
tites, in the ceieftial Man^ons; aod therefore, 
they cannot l^e otherwife than very grievoufly 
painful to the Perfon who is. fraught with them j, 
though, I fay, we could fuppofe him to be (afely 
pofTeiTed of thofe glorious Habitations. 

To fum up all I (hall fay on this Argument ^ 
1 fear not to affert, that Omnlpotency itfelf can-* 
not make a wicked Perfon happy, no not fo much 
as negatively fo*'( except he Ihould be annihilated}^ 

i; This 18. extr»6ie4 from an excellent Book« weft 
deferving the moftferiotts Confideration, an^ Recom- 
inendation of every true Friend to Religion^ wrimn^ 
^ the Author pf the Whde Duty of Man. 

any 
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any othcrwifc, than by fitft giving him his Grace 
for the fubduing, and Mortification of his Lufts ; 
And that to deliver one from all Mifery, while 
Sin is vigorous in his Soul, and bears the Sv/ay 
there, is not an Objed of any Power, and implies 
in it a palpable, and apparent Contradidion : 
Since Mifery is no lefs of the Eflincc of Sin, and^ 
Wickednefs, than Light is of the Sun ; fo that it 
is impoffible ihey (hould ever be feparated from 
one another, but that they muft, like the Twin^ 
of Hippocrates^ live and die together. 



CHAP; IV. 

'^he fourth Argument^ viz. ^bat HoUnefs^ 
when perfeSledy is Bleffednefs ttfelf\ and 
the Glory of Heaven conjijls chiefly in it : 
^his no new Notion : Some Obfervations 
on it by the W(iy. 

BUT in the laft Place, well may we call Hth- 
Umfs the greate/f ofBUffmgi^ for when it is 
ferfe&id^ it is BUjfiirufs itfelf; and the Qltnj ef 
Heaven 11 not only entailed upon it, but chiefly 
confifts in k» Beloved (fays St. Jehn) Now are 
Wi the Sons ef God\ hut it deth not appear what 
we Jhatt b$; ha this Ufe knowythat when he ap- 
H 4 peareth^ 
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peareth^ wfflniU be like bim^ &c. As if he {hou14 
£iy^ I ^annot tell you particularly, and difUn^y, 
what thp Blejffidnefs of the other Life wil) be, but 
of this 1 am fure, that Likenefs to God is the gerund 
potion of it; and that it confifts, for the Sub- 
ftance thereof, in a perfed Refemblance of the 
Pivine Nature, The Happinefs, of Heaven lies 
liot in a mere Axing of our Eyes upon the Divine 
^erfe^ions, and in admiring of them, but mainly 
in fo beholding and contemplating them, as thereby 
to be changed into the exprefs and lively Image of 
them ; and in having fo aflcding a iSenfe of God's 
infinite Juftice and Goodnefs, Purity and Holiness, 
as will make the deepeft ImpreffionSiof tK6(e iholl 
iamiable Qualities on our own Souls. ' 

The Glory which Heaven confers upon its 
Inhabitants, confifts in not fo much in an ex- 
ternal View of God and Cbrift, as in a real and 
plentiful Participation of their glorious Excellen- 
cies ; whereby are chiefly to be underftood thofe 
which are implied in that general Word Holinefs\ 
for as for their other Attributes, fuch as Knoto^ 
ledgey Power^ &c. the Devils themfelves, who are 
moft of all Creatures unlike them^ have a large 
Meafure pf them. 

. T^his Blejffidnefs principally implies a rapturou3 
Love of Qod, a fie{ing^ as well as underftanding^ 
the Goodnefs which is in him } an infeparable 
Conjunction of (he Faculties of our Souls with 
^im, and a perfed Affiniilatign of oun Natures to 
jiimt The F^ity of Heaveo is an operative 
^ ^ thing, 
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Thing, full of Life and Energy, which advances 
z\\ the Power of Mens Souls into a Sympathy with 
the Divine Nature, and an ahfolute Compliance 
with the Will of God, and thus makes htm to be**' 
come all in all to them. So that the HappineA 
of Heaven, and perfect Holinefs, are by no Means 
to be accounted Things of a different Nature, 
but two feveral Conceptions of one. and the fame 
Thing, or rather, two Exprcffions of one and the 
lame Conception, JU that Happitufs (as faid the 
learned and pious Mr. yohn Smith) of which good 
Men Jball be mads Partaker Sy as it cannot be borne 
up upon any other Foundation than true Goodnefs^ and 
a godlike Nature within us^ fo neither is it diftinft 
from it. 

Neither are we to look upon this as any upftart 
or late Notion, for our ancient Divines have long 
fince taught it, in this Saying, which was fre* 
quentiy ufed by them, wz. *' Grace is Glory be- 
'* ^f<«> ^nd Glory is Grace perfe^ed.** 

And I cannot but obferve, by the Way, that 
tbofe who have confidered this, will need no 
other Argument to fatisfy them. That that Talk 
of feme (that it is mere fervile Obedience, and 
below the Ingenuity, and Generofity of aChriftian 
Spirit, to ferve God for Heaven, as well as for 
the gopd Things of this Life only) is very grofly 
ignorant, very childifh prattle: Since, to ferve 
God in Hopes of Heaven, according to its true 
Notion, is to ferve him for himfelf ; and to expreft 
the fmcereft, and alfothe moft ardent Affeflion to 

him^ 
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hinty as well as Concernmeot for our own Souls. 
And therefore, it could oot but highly become the 
Son of God himfelf^ to endure theCrofsj and defpifi 
the Sf?amey for the Joy that was fet before hiniy 
taking that Joy in no other Senfe than has been 
generally underftood^ viz. for the Happinefs of 
Heaven confifiing in a full Enjoyment and un* 
4ifiurbed PofTeffion of the blefled Deity : Nor is 
there any Reafon why we fbould enquire after any 
^ther Signification of that Word, which may ex- 
clude this^ 

And, o;i the other Hand, to be diligent in the 
Service of God for fear of Hell, underftanding it 
as a State perfedUy oppofite to that which we have 
been defcribing, is in a like Manner, from a Prin« 
cipie of Love to God and true Goodneis, as well 
as Self-love, and is no more unworthy of a Son of 
God, than of a mere Servant, And thus the 
Truth of this Propofxtion, That to make Men holy 
is to confer upon than the greateft of BUffingSy by 
the little whkh has been fatd, is made plainly 
apparent 
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CHAP. V. 

I'he fecond Account of our Saviour's prefer- 
ing the Buftnefs of making Men bofyy before 
any other ^ viz. That this is to do the 
bed Service to God. An ObjeElion an^ 
fwered againfi ibis jyifcQurfe of the Defiga 
of Chriftianity. 

IT remains, fecoodly, to be (hewn, That to pro* 
mote the Bujkiefs of thlinefs in the JVorldy is t9 
4o God Abmghty Hie heji Service : And this will be 
difpatch'd in a very few Words : For is it not, 
without DTfpute, better Service to a Prince to re* 
duce Rebels to their Allegiance, than to procure 
9 Pardon for them under his Seal ? This is foevt* 
deatly true, that to do this latter, except it be iff 
order to \hc former Buiineis, is not at all Xo^ ferve 
him^ nay, it is to do him the greateft of Differ* 
yices. I need not apply this to our prefent Pur- 
pofe. And therefore, to be fure, the Work of 
making Men holy, and bringing over Sinners to- 
the Obedience of his Father, muft needs have 
been miH:h more in the Eye of our blefied Saviour, 
than that of delivsering us from our defeyved Pu- 
niihment, fmply and in 1//?^ confidcred : For his^ 
Love tQ the Father will be (I hope) uniyerfally 

ac- 
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acknowledged to be incomparably greater than it 
is to us Mortals, how great foever it is. 

None can quefiion, but that by our Apoftacy 
from God, we have moft highly diflionoured him ; 
we have robbed him of a Right which he can 
never be willing to forego, viz. the Obedience 
which is indifpenfably due to him, as he is our 
Creator, continual Preferver, our infinitely boun- 
tiful Benefador, and abfolute Sovereign. And 
therefore it is as littiC to be doubted, that Chrift 
would in the firjl Place concern himfelf for the 
Recovery of that Right. And, but that both 
Works are earned on together, and infeparably 
involved in each other, he muft neceflarily be far 
more folicitous about the efie&ing of this Defign, 
than of that of delivering wicked Rebels from the 
Mifchiefs and Miferies to which they tiave made 
themfelves liable, by their Disobedience. 

So that laying all thefe Confiderations together, 
what can be mQre indifpuuble, than that our Sa- 
viour's chief and ultimate Defign in coming from 
Heaven to us, and performing, and fuflehng all 
be did for us, was to turn us from our Iniquities^ 
to reduce us to entire and univerfal Obedience, 
9nd to make us Partakers of inward, real Righ* 
teoufnefs and true Holinefs ? And we cannot from 
this laft Difcourfe but clearly underftand, that it 
is moft infinitely reafmaUe^ and abfolutely necef- 
faryy that it fliould be fo. 

But now if, after all this, it be objeAed, that I. 
have defended a Notion concerning the Defyn of 

Cbri- 
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Cbrifiianityj different from that which bath hi« 
therto been conftantly received by all Chriftians, 
viz. That it is to difplay and magnify the exceed* 
ing Riches of God's Grace to fallen Mankind, in 
his Son Jefus: I anfwer, that he will be guilty of 
great Injuftice, who fhall cenfure me as labouring 
in this Difcourfe, to prop^ate any «r«; Notion : 
For I have endeavoured nothing elfe but > true 
Explication of the M one, it having been grofsly 
niifunderftood, and is ftill, by very many, to their 
no fmall Prejudice* Thofe therefore who (ay^ 
that the ChriftianvReligion defigns to fet forth 
ahd glorify the infinite Grace of God in Jefus 
Chrift to wretched Sinners, and withal underftand 
what they fay ; as they fpcak moft truly, fo do 
they aflcrt the very fame Thing that I have done. 
For (as has been ibewn) not only the Grace 
of God is abundaptly difplayed and made mani- 
feft in the Gofpel to Sinners, for this £nd, that 
they may thereby be efFe6luaIIy moved and per* 
fuaded to forfake their Sins; but alfo the prin- 
cipal Grace that is there exhibited, coniifts in 
delivering us from the Pmver of them. Whofo- 
ever will acknowledge Sin to be ( as we hav< 
proved it is) in its own Nature the gnatejl of all 
Evilsy and HoUnefs the chief eft of all Blejfmgs^ yt\\\ 
not find it eafy to deny this. And befides (as wc 
have likewife (hewn ) Men are not capable of 
God's pardoning Grace^ till they have truly icr 
pented them of all their Sins, that 19^ have in 
Will and AfFedion fxnccrely left them : And alfo, 

that 
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and upbraideth not. And by that Glory of bis 
which hi loves to impart to his Creatures^ I under- 
fiand thofe Stamps and Imprejpons of Wifdom, 
Jufticc, Patience, Mercy, Love, Peace, Joy, and 
other divine Gifts^ which he be/iows freely upon the 
Minds of Men. And thus God triumphs in his 
own Glory, and takes Pleafure in the Cgmmurttca-- 
tion of it. 

I proceed now to coniider what ufefui Inferences 
may be gathered from our pafi Difcourfe. 



SECTION III. 
CHAP. I, 

The Firft Inference. 

ihat it appears from the pafi Difcourfe^ that 
our Saviour has taken the moft effeSual 
Courfefor the Purpofe of fubduing Sin in 
us^ and making us Partakers of his Holt- 
nefs. Where if is particularly Jbewed^ 
that the Gofpel gives Advantages infinite^ 
above any thofe the Heathens had^ who 
were privileged with extraordinary Helps 

for 



Digitized 



by Google 



CRap, I. The t>eftgn of Cbriftianity. i i j 
for the Improvement of themfelves, Andi 
i. That the good Principles which were by 
natural Light dilated to them^ and which 
Reafon^ rightly improved^ perfuaded them 
to entertain as undoubtedly true^ or might 
have done^ are farther confirmed by di- 
vine Revelation in the GofpeL i . That of 
thofe Principles df which the tieathens^ by 
the higheji Improvement of their Reafoni 
could at heft conclude but very probable^ 
the Gofpel gives us an undoubted Ajfurancei 
This fhewed in four Inftancesi 3. Four 
DoBrines fhewed to be delivered in the 
Gofpely of which no Man^ without theAf 
fiftance of divine Re^elation^ could ever 
once have thought \ and thefe contain 
wonderful Inducements^ and Helps to Ho-^ 
linefs : The firft of which has five more 
implied in it, 

FIRST5 it appeals frohl whit has been falct 
to demonftrate. That our S^viout's grand 
Defign in coming into the World, was to fubdud 
Sin in us, and reftore the Image 6f God, which 
confiAs in Righteoufnefs ^ and true Holinefs to us : 
That he has taken the moft effeftu^ Courfe 
imaginable for that Purpofe ; and that his (jofpel 
i« the moft powerful Engine for the battering 
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down of all the ftrong Holds which Sin has raifed 
to itfelf in the Souls of Men, and the Advance- 
ment of us to the higheft Pitch of Sandity, which 
i6 to be arrived at by human Nature, This (as 
has been fiiewn) wajs the Bufinefs which the Phi- 
lofophy of the Heathens defigned to effed ; btit^ 
alas, what a iVeak and inefficacious Thing was it^ 
in Comparifon of Chrift's Gofpel ! wherein we 
have fuch excellent and Soul^ ennobling Precepts 
moft perfpicuoufly delivered ; and moreover, fuch 
mighty Helps afforded to enable us, and fuch in>- 
finiiely preffing Motives- and Arguments to excite 
us to the Pra6lice of them. 

And it will not foe amifs if we particularly 
fhew, what exceeding great Advantages Chriftians 
have for the attaining of true Virtue, and the 
fublimeft Degrees thereof, in this State attainable,, 
above any which were ever vouchfafed to the 
World by the Divine Providence, before our Sa- 
viour's Defcent into it : And (not to make a for- 
mal Comparifon between the Chrijlian and beft 
Pagan Philofophy\ this not deferving, upon innu- 
merable Accounts, to be fo much as named witb 
that, and much lefs to di(honour the Religion of 
our Saviour fo far, as at all to compare it with 
any of thofe which wQ:e profeffed by Heatbeni(k 
Nations, or that of the Impoftor Mahomet^ which, 
as well as thofe, in not a few Particulars tends 
greatly even to corrupt and deprave Mens Na- 
tures ) we will difcourfe according 'to our ac- 
cuilomed Brevity. Firft,^ what Advantages the 
a Gofpel 
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Gofpel gives us above thofe which fuch Heathens 
as were privileged with extraotdinary Helps fot 
the Improvement of their Underftandings, had ; 
and. Secondly, above thofe with which God's 
moft peculiar People, the Children of Jfrael^ were 
favoured. 

Firft, As for thofe which the Qofycl contains 
above fuch as the beft and moft refined Heathens 
enjoyed, it will be worth our while to confider, 

Firft, That the good Principles which were by na- 
tural Light diSiated to them^ and which Rea/on^ 
tightly improved, perfuaded them to entertain as un- 
doubtedfy true (or^ as they might have done) art 
farther confirmed by Divine Revelation in the Gofpel 
to us. 

As, That there is hut one God: That he is an ab* 
folutely perfect Beings infinitely powerful^ '^ifi^ 
jujiy merciful, &c» That we owe our Lives, and 
all the Comforts of them to him : That he is our 
Sovereign Lord, to whom abjolute Subjection is in-- 
difpenjably due: That he is to be loved above all 
Things ; and, add alfo, the main and moft important 
f articular Duties which it becomes us to perform to 
him, our Neighbour, and felves. We Chriftiaos 
have thefe Things as plainly declared from HeaveA 
to us, and as often repeated and inculcated^ as if 
there w^re no other Way to come to the Know- 
ledge of them^ but that of Revelation. So that 
(as has been fliewn in my Book, entitled. The 
Principles and Pradlices of certain moderate D'l* 
vines, defended from Mifreprefentation, ^c* 

I 2 Ip. 
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p. 88.) what the Heathens took Pains for, and by 
the Exercife of their Reafon learnt, we have fet 
before our Eyes, and need but read the Gofpel in 
order to our Knowledge of it. It is true, for our 
Satisfaftion whether the Holy Scriptures are di- 
vinely infpircd, and have God for their Author, 
\t is ncceffary that we employ our Reafon, except 
we can be contented to be of fo very hafty and 
cafy a Belief as to give Credit to Things, and 
ihofe of greateft Concernment too, we know not 
why ; or to pin our Faith on our Forefathers Sleeves; 
and io to have no better Bottom for our Belief 
of the Bible^ than the Turks have for theirs of the 
Alcoran. But although it is neceflary that we 
fliould exercife here our difcurfive Faculty, if we 
will believe as becomes Creatures endued with 
Reafon, yet this is no tedious Talk, norfuch as 
we need take much Pains about. An unprejudiced 
Perfon will foon be abundantly fatisfied concern- 
ing the Scripture's divine Authority, if he only 
confiders how it is confirmed, and how worthy the 
Doftrine which it contains is of him whofe Name 
it bears. Now, I fay, this little Pains being taken 
for the Eftablifhment of our Faith in the Holy 
Scriptures, we cannot but be, at the firft Sight, af- 
fured of the Truth of the Contents of them : 
For no Man in his Wits c;an queftion hi% Ve- 
racity who (as even natural Light aiTures us) is 
Truth itfelf. 

Secondly, Thofe gtod Principles which the Hea- 
thens^ by the greateft Improvement of their Reafon^ 

could 
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€9uU at heft conclude but very probable, (ire made 
undoubtedly certain by Revelation : As, 

Firft, That of the Immortality ofourSouh. The 
vulgar Sort of Heathens, who were apt to believe 
any thing which was by Tradition handed down 
Co them ('tis confefled) did not feem to doubt of 
the Truth of this Do<9:rine, but to take it for 
granted j which (no Queflion) is alfb to be imputed 
to the fpecial Providence of God, and not merely 
to their Credulity, But the more learned and fa- 
gacious, who would not eafily be impofed on, nor 
believe any farther than they faw caufe, though 
by Arguments drawn from the Notions they had 
truly conce'ived of the Nature of human Souls, 
many of them had undertaken to prove them im- 
mortal \ yet could their Arguments raife the beftof 
them no higher than a great Opinion of their Im- 
mortality. Cats read Plato of the Immortality of 
the Soul, as he lay Weeding to Death, with great 
Delight ; but that argues not that be had any more 
than great Hopes of the Truth of it. Socrates did 
fo believe it, that he parted with /WxLife in Ex- 
pedation of another \ but yet he plainly and inge* 
nuoufly confefled to his Friends, that it was not 
certain, Cicero, who (bmetimes exprefles great 
Confidence concerning the Truth of it, for the 
moft Part fpeaks fo of it, as any one may fee that 
he thought the Dofirine no better than probable. 
He difcourfes of it in his Book dc Sene^ute, as that 
which he rather could not endure to think might 
be falfe, than as that of which he had no Doubt 
1 3 of 
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of the Truth. And after he bad there inftanced 
in feveral Arguments, which he thought had 
Weight in them, for the Proof thereof, and cx- 
prefled a Longing to fee hi: Anceftors, and th« 
brave Men he had once known> and of which h^ 
bad heard, read and written, he thus concludes 
that whole Difcourfe, If I err in believing tie Soul's 
Immortality^ I err willingly ; neither fo hmg ^s I Uv^ 
will I fuffer this J^rror which fo much delights me^ 
to be wrefted from me. Put if when I am dead^ I 
Jhall be void of all Senfe^ as certain little Philofopbers 
thinky I do not fear to have this ^rror of msuei 
laugVd at by dead Pbilofophers ^. 

But now the Gofpel has given us the higheft 
poflible AfTurance of the Truth of this Do^b-ine % 
Life and Immortality are (aid to be brosight to Light 
by it : He who declared himfelf to be the Son of 
God with Power, gave Men s^fenfible Demonftra- 
tion of it in his own Perfon, by his Refurre^ion 
from the De^d, and Afcenfion into Heaven : And 
both by himfelf, and his Apoftles (who were alfo 
f^ndued with a Power of worthing the greatefl of 
Miracles, for the Confirmation of the Truth of 
what they faid) very frequently, and qiofl pliunly 
preached it. 

Secondly, The Do^rine of Retvardi and Pun^fifT 
punts in the Life t^ come (which is for Subftance 

* ^od fi in bo€ epKo^ qwbd animos bomimtm mmortak 
effe credam^ libenter erro : nee mbi errorem^ fw dele&or^ 
dtanvivOf extor^eri *voh. Sin mortiaUf^^c, 
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the fcnic with the former) according to our Beha- 
viour in this Lifi^ the learned Heathens generally 
declared their Belief of; which they grounded 
upon the Juftice, Purity and Goddncfs of the 
divine Nature. They confidered that good Men 
were often exercifed with great Cftlamities, and 
that bad Men very frequently were greatly pro- 
fperous, and abounded with all earthly Felicities; 
and therefore thought it very reafonable to believe 
that God would in another Life ihew his Hatred 
of Sin, and Love of Goodnefs, by making a plain 
Difcrimination between the Conditions of virtuous 
and wicked Perfons, by punifhing thefe, and re- 
warding thofe without Exception. But this^ 
though it was, in their Opinion, z y^xy probable 
Argument, yet they looked not on it as that which 
amounted to a D^monjiration : For they could not 
but be aware, that the DoiS^rine which was fo 
generally received by them (viz. that Virtue is^ 
in all Conditions, a Reward, and Vice a Puni(h« 
ment to itfelf) very much blunted the Edge of it : 
And that other very harfli one, that all Things 
bcfides Virtue and Vice are a&«^p, neither good 
oor evil, rendered it (as the pcrfcSt Stoicks feemed 
too well to underftand) too infignificant. But I 
muft confels th^t HierocUsy who (as has been faid) 
not admitted that Notion, but in a very qualified 
Senfe, fays of thofe who think their Souls mortal 
(and, confeqaently, that Virtue tvlll hereafter 
have no Reward) that when they difpute in the 
Qebalf of Virtue, w^io^vIm f4M>Mp, i u^nBivkfenp, they 
I 4 rath^ 
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rather talk wittily^ than truly ^ and in good Earnefl^ 
The excellent i^cr^^w himfelf, when he was going 
to drink off the fatal Drug, thus faid to thpfe whp 
\vere then prefent with him, ^^ I am now going 
h^ to end my Days, whereas your Liyes will be 
f prolonged ^ but ^yhether you or I, upon this 
<^ Account, are the more happy, \% known to none 
5* but God only :" intimating that he did not look 
ppoii it as ^bfolutdy certain that he fliould have any 
Reward in another World, for fo heroically vir- 
tuous an A0, as chufing Martyrdom for the Doc- 
trine of the Unity of the Godhead. But now, 
\^hat is more frequently, or clearly declared in the 
pofpel, than that there will be Rewards and Pu- 
nifhments in the World to come fuitable to Mens 
Anions in this World i than, that Chrift will 
pome a fecond Time to judge the World in Rtgh« 
tcoufnefs, and that all tnuji appear before his Judg^ 
ment'feat^ to receive according to what they have 
4onej whether it be good^ or whether it be evily 
7, Cor. V. 10. 

Thirdly, That Mem Sins Jball be forgiven upon 
true Repentance y from thq Confideration of the 
poodnefs, and Mercy of God^ the Heathens were 
t likewife perfuaded, or rather hoped : But we 
Chriftian? have the ftrongeft Afiurance imaginable 
given us of it, by the moft folemn and often rei* 
terated Promifes of God ; and not only that fome 
pr mo/iy but alfo that all without Exception ; and 
|he ipo^ heinous Impieties, upon Condition of 

thci^ 
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their being ilncerely forfaken, (hall in, and through 
Chrift be freely forgiven. 

Fourthly, Tie Doarine of God* s Readinefs to affiji 
Mm by bis fpecial Grace ^ in their Endeavours after 
Virtuey could be no more, at the beft^ than pro- 
bable., in the Judgment of the Heathens, but we 
have in the Gofpel the moft exprefs Promifes of 
it, for our mighty Encouragement. TuUy in his 
Book de Natura Deorum fays, that their City 
Rome^ and Greece., had brought forth many Angu- 
lar MLen, of which it 48 to be believed, none ar- 
rived to fuch a Height niji Deo juvantey but by the 
Help of God. , And after he tells us, that Nemo 
vir magnus fine aliquo afflatu Divino unquam fuit^ 
No excellent Man was ever made fo but by fome 
divine Afflation. And Pythagoras^ in his Golden 
Verfes, exhorts Men to pray unto God for Af- 
iiftance in doing what becomes them : 

And Hierocles (with whom I confefs myfelf fo 
enamoured, that I can fcarcely ever forbear to 
prefent my Reader with his excellent Sayings, 
when there is Occafion ;) he, I fay, upon this 
Claufe of Pythagorasy has a Difcourfe concerning 
the Neceflity of our Endeavours after Virtue, on 
the one Hand, and of the divine Bleffing to make 
them fuccefsful on the other, which I have often 
^dmired. And even Seneca himfelf, very unlike 
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'siStoick^ fays. Bonus vir^ne Deo nemo ejl^ ^c. No 
Man can be made good without God ; for can 
any one rai(e up himfelf without his Help \ 

But none of tbefe could have AJfurance^ that 
God would not deny his fpecial Affiftance to any 
that ferioufly feek after it; efpecial^y fince Men 
have brought tbcmfelves into a State of imbecility 
and great Impotence, through their own Default. 
But of this, I fay, the Gofpel gives all Men very 
fcrious Offers, and ajfures them, if they be not 
wanting to themfclves, they (hall obtain it. Hence 
our Saviour faith, JJk^ and it Jhall he given unto 
you ; feei^ and you Jhall fnd\ knocks and it Jhall be. 
cpened unto you : For every one that ajketh^ receivetbj 
ofid he that feeketh^ findeth \ and to him that knocketb^ 
it JhaU be op'eued. If a Son .Jhall cfit Bread of any 
that is a Father ^ will he give him a Stone ? Or if 
he ajk a Fijhy will he for a Fijh give him a Serpent f^ 
Or if he ajk an Eggj w/7/ he offer him a Scorpion ? 
If ye then being evily know how to give good Gifts 
unto your Children; how much more JhaU your hea- 
venly Father give the Holy Spirit unto them that aJk 
him? Luke XL <)yiffe. And the fame Thing is 
told us by St. James, in thefe Words, Chap^ i. 5» 
/f any of you lack TVifdom^ let him afk it of God^ 
that givetb to all Men liberally^ and upbraideth not^ 
and it Jl)all be given him. Antoninus the Philofopher 
puts Men upon praying for a good Mind above all 
Things ; but all the Encouragement he could give 
was, M^ $f<u^ ri yUneu, and fee wbcft «//// comf 
ofit\ 

* Lib. ix. Se/l, 4p, 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, We have other DcxSlrines made known 
to us by theGofpel, of which no Man could ever 
>vithout divine Revelation, in the lead have 
dnatned. As, 

Firft, That God has made miferahU Sinners ths 
Object offuch tranfcendent Kindnefs^ as to give them 
bis enly-begotten Son. And there are thefe fiv^ 
DoiS^rines implied in this, which are each of theti^ 
very ftrong Motives, and Incentives to Holi- 
Befs^ viz. 

I. That God Almighty has made fuch Ac- 
count of us, and fo concerned himfelf for our 
Recovery out of that wretched Condition we had 
by finning againft him plunged ourfelves into, 
^s to fend his own Son from Heaven, to (hew 
i|s on what Terms we may be recovered, and alfb 
in his Name even to pray *^, and hefeech us to com* ^ 
ply with them. That he (hould fend no meaner 
a Perfon than one who was the Brightness of his 
Glory ^ and the exprefs Image of his Perfon^ by 
whom alfo he made the IVorlds \ upon this Errand, 
is fuch a Motive to Holinefs as one would think 
. no Sinner could be able to ftand out againft. That 
God ibould fend an AmbafTador from Heaven 
td affure us that he is reconcileable, and bears ui 
Good-will, notwithftanding our high Provoca- 
tions of him, and to lay before us all the Parts of 
that Holinefs which is ncceffary to reftore pur 
T^atures to his own Likenefs, and fo to make us 

€ Z Cor. V. 20, i Heb. i. ?, 3. 
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capable of enjoying Bleflednefs; and moft pa- 
thetically moreover to entreat us to do what lies 
in us to put them in Praftice, that fo it may be to 
Eternity well with us j and that this Ambaflidor 
fliould be fuch a one alfo as we now faid ; never 
was there fo marvellous an Expreifion of the 
Divine Love ; and therefore one would conclude 
it perfeSly irrefiftible by every Perfon who has 
not extirpated put of his Nature all Ingenuity. 

2. That this Son of God converfed upon equal 
Terms with Men, and was incarnatfe for their 
Sakes. Gre^n is the Myjiery of Godlinefs^ God 
numifejted in theFleJh •. That he (hould become 
the Son of Man, fubmit to be born of a Wo- 
man, is a Demonflration that God is fo far from 
having caft ofF human Nature, that, (as much 
as it is depraved) he bears a very wonderful 
Good-will ftill to it, and has a real Defire to re- 
advance, and dignify it : Even this, fimply ccn» 
fidered, and without joining with it the Confide- 
ration of the Dejign of it, might make us con- 
dude this ; feeing Chrift's taking cur Nature is 
the bringing of it fo near to the Divine^ as tp 
lodge it within one, and the felf-fame Perfon. 
And therefore, befides the Motive to Holinefs 
drawn from God's infinite Love therein exprefled, 
this Doftrine contains another very powerful one, 
viz. That it muft needs be the vileft Thing to 
diflionour our Nature by Sin and Wickednefs, 

^ I Tim. iii. 1 6. 

and 
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and far more fo, than it was before the Incarna- 
tion of Jefus Chriji ; as it may now be properly 
faid, that it is in his Perfon advanced above even 
the Nature oi Angels 'y for him who is invefied 
with it they themfelves worfliip : And how can 
any Chriftian while he confiders this, be able to 
forbear thus to reafon with himfelf? Shall I, by 
harbouring filthy Lufls, debafe that Nature in my 
own Perfon, which God has to fuch an infinite 
Height exalted in his Son's ? God forbid. What 
an additional Motive is this, to do as Pythagoras 
advifed his Scholars, in thefe Words, Above ail 
Tiings revere, and Jiand in Awe of ihyfelf f. Do 
nothing that is difbeconiing and unworthy of fo 
excellent a Nature, as thine is. . 

3. That this Son of God taught Men their 
Duty by his own Example, and did himfelf per- 
form among them what he required of tliem. 
Now that he (hould tread before us every Step 
of that Way, which he hath told us leadeth to 
eternal Happtnefs, and commend thofe Duties 
which are moft ungrateful to our corrupt Incli- 
nations, by his own Pra<9icej our having fo 
brave an Example is no fmall £ncourageme;;it to 
a chearful Performance of all that is commanded : 
For how honourable a thing mud it needs be to 
imitate the only begotten Son of God, and who 
is God himfelf ! How glorious to follow fuch a 
Pattern ! Thofe who have any thing of true Gc- 
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nerofity, cannot but find themfelves, by the Con-* 
fideration hereof, not a little provoked to aban^ 
don all Sin, and to kt themfelves very heartily to 
the Performance of whatfoevcr Duties are re- 
quired of them. And as for thofe^ whiph we are 
fo apt to look upon as unworthy of us, and too 
low for us (fuch as meekly putting up of Affronts^ 
and condefcending to the meaneft Offices for the 
lerving of our Brethren) how can his Spirit be 
too lofty for them, who confiders Chri/Ps was noh 
Now thefe are all fuch Motives and Helps to Ho- 
Itnefs, the like to which none but thofe who have 
the Gofpel, ever had. 

4. That this Son of God was an expiatory 
Sacrifice for us. We have already fliewn what 
cogent Arguments to all holy Obedience are herein 
contained. 

5. That this Son of God being raifcd from the 
Dead, and afcended into Heaven, is our High 
Prieft there, and ever lives to make Iniercejpon with 
his Father for us *. The Heathens, it is con- 
feffed, had a Notion of Damons negotiating the 
Affairs of Men with the fupreme God; but they 
could never have imagined in the leafl that they 
fhould be fo highly privileged, as to have one who 
is the begotten Son of this God, and infinitely 
above all Perfons dear to him, for their perpetual 
Mediator and IntercefTor. I need not fay what 
an Encouragement this is to an holy Life. 

ti Hcb. vii. 

And 
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And as the Dodrine of God's giving his Son^ 
which contains the five forcmcnttoned Particulars, 
is iuch as the higheft Improvement of Reabn 
could never have caufcd any thing like it to have 
entered our Thoughts, or diat is comparable there- 
unto, for the efFeihial provoking of Men to the 
Purfuancc of all Holinefs of Heart and Life: So, 
Secondly, The Doifrine ef his fending the H^tf 
Ghoft^ to move and excite us to our Duty,, and l> 
<i^, chear^ and comfort us in the Performance of 
it, may go along with it. How could it have 
once been thought, without divine Revelation, 
that a Perfon endued with the divine Nature, 
with infinite Power and Goodnefs, fliould take 
it upon him as his Office and peculiar Province, 
to affift Mens Weaknefs in the Profecution of 
Virtue ? But of this the Gofpcl afliires us; as alia 
that thofe who do not refift, and repel his good 
Motions, (hall be fure to have always the Super- 
intendency of this bleffed Spirit, and that he will 
aever forfake them, but abide with them for cvcr,- 
and carry them from one Degree of Grace to - 
another, till at length it is confumntate, and made 
perfed in Glory. , And to this I add. 

Thirdly, The DoSlrine of our Union withCbryt 
through this Spirit : Which Union ( to fpeak in 
the Words of the learned Dr, Patri£k in his 
Menfa Myliica) Js not only fuch a moral one as it 
between Hufband and Wife^ which is made by Lovei 
#r between King and Subje^Sy zvhich is made by 
Laws*, but fuch a natural Union as is bctwem 
r**^ Head 
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Head and Members,, the Vine and Branches^ which 
is made by one Spirit or Life dwelUng in the wholes 
The Apofile fays, I Cor, xii. 12, 13. As the Body 
is one J and hath many Members \ and alfo the Mem'- 
hers of that one Body^ being many^ are one Body^ fo 
alfo is Chrifi i for by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one Body. Now fee what Ufe the Apoftle 
makes of both thefe, i Cor. vi. 15, 19, 20. 
Xmow you not that your Bodies are the Members of 
Ghrift? Shall I then take the Members of Chrift^ 
and tnake them the Members of an Harlot? God 
forbid* And then he thus proceeds in the 19th 
and 20th Verfes j What ! Know you not that your 
Body is the Temple of the Holy Ghojiy which is in 
youy which ye have of God', and ye are not your own^ 
but ye are bought with a Price : Therefore glorify 
God in your Body and in your Spirit^ which are 
God*s. What Helps and Incitements we have to 
the perfeding of Holinefs in the Fear of God^ 
from thefe two DoSfrineSy is inexprejffible, 

Laftly, The DoSlrine of the inconceivably great 
Reward^ which Jhall he conferred upon all good and 
hohj Perfonsy as the Gofpel has revealed^ is fuch as 
could not poflibly, by the mere Help of natural 
Light, enter into the Thoughts of thofe who were 
Strangers to it* We are therein aiTured not only' 
of another Life; and that good Men (hall therein 
be rewarded, but likewife that the Reward which 
ihall be, conferred upon them, (l^all be nolefs than 
an Ijyperbolically hyperbolical Weight of Glory 5 as 
are the Words of St. Paul, % Cori iv, 17. Theft 

thai 
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that ^ercomty are promifed that they Jhall fit with 
Chrift on his Throne^ even as he ^overcame and is fet 
dmm with his Father on ils Thtofte^ Rev. lii. ai. 
In Ihort) the Happiileft wfth which 6ur Saviour 
will reward -all his feithful Difciples, is fo ex« 
prefled, as that we are aflured it is inexpreflible, 
and likewife far exceeding the Oiort Reach of out 
prefent Conceptions; of which their ^^^ are 
not only to partake, but their BoMes alfo, they 
being to be made {zsvile as they are in this State) 
like the glorious Body » of Jefus Chrift, and though 
fown in Corruption and Dijhonour^ to be raifed in 
Glory J I Cor. xv. 

Now though, as we faid, many ot the learned 
Heathens, by the Exercife of their Reafon, lilade 
it probable to themfelves that their Souls were, 
immortal, and that in another World virtuous 
Perfons (hall be richly rewarded ; yet no reafon- 
ing of theirs could ever enable them lb much as 
to conjedure, that this Reward ihall be fuch an 
immenfely great one, as that the Gofpel afliires us 
of; there being a wonderful Difproportbn be* 
twixt the beft Services that the moft virtuous 
Perfons are in a Poffibility of performing, and 
fuch a Reward as this : And it being alfo impoffi'- 
ble that fo great a Felicity as that of the Soul 
only, (hould be a neceflary, and natural Refult 
from the higheft Degrees of Holinefs attainable in 
this low, and imperfeS State. But yet it is too 

» Phil. iii. 21. 
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well known to be concealed, tliat the PyihagOf 
ream and Piatanifts fpeak very great Things of the 
Happinefs of Heaven ; and thofe of them who 
difcourfe intelligibly concerning it, give in the 
general the Gpfpel Notion of it. I have fcAind 
Sin^Kdus fomewhere, in his Comment on Epi£fe^ 
tus^ calling it an eternal Reft with God. And the 
Pythagorean Verfes conclude with thefe two : 

If then this mortal Body thou forfake^ 
And thy glad Flight to the pure JEther take^ 
Among 'the Gods exalted thou /halt Jhine 
Immortal^ incorruptible y divine, 
The Tyrant Peath fecurely thou Jhalt brave j 
And f corn the dark Dominion of the Grave. 

N» Row£'« Tranflation. 

Where, by iht Greek Expreffion, « Thoujhek 
iie an immortal God^* the Commentator Hierocles 
underftands, thou (halt be like to the immortsd 
Gods i and by them he means (as appears by hfe 
Comment upon the firflVcrfe) thofe excellent 
Spirits, which ate immediately fubordinate to thcit 
Maker, the fupreme God, and the God of Gbds^ 
as he calls him > by which he fecms to underftand 
the fame with thofe called in the Scripture Arcb^ 
angels ; for I find that he gives the Name Angels . 
%o an Qrder next below them. So that, accord- 
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ing to him, ,it jvas the Pph^g^reofi Daftrinc 
That.good MenihalJ, when tbey go to heaven, 
be made in State, and Condition like to tbofe that 
are likefltoGod Almighty. But how thqy 
ihould learn this, hy mere natural Lights is un- 
imaginable. Thatvrfiich is moft probably ;con- 
jeSured^ is, that they received thefe^ with ^v^ra 
other NotioDSj from the ancient Traditions of 
' the Hebrews. But as for their a»^ wyoii^K, and 
^Ojcflf** mvifJ^u the fpUndid Body^ and fpirittuil 
. Vehicle they talk of, they mean not that glorious 
celeftial Body, which the Apoftle tells us this /<r- 
rejlrial one fhall be changed into, but, a thin ^ 
fubtile Body, which, they fay the Soul, even while 
it is in this grofs one, is immediately inclofed ini 
and which being in this Life well purified frpm 
the PoUutip.n it hath contratled from its Cafe of 
Fle(h,.the Soul taking its Flight from thence with 
it, enjoyeth its Happinefs in it. But, I fay, .the 
Change of this vile into a ghriaus Body, tboy 

• were perfe<Slly Strangers to. 

Now what an unfpeakable Encouragement to 

• Holine/s' is the Happinefs of,whjch the Gofpel 
.propofesto us, and. gives \xs JJfurgnce alfc, that 

the now mentioned, or any of the Philofophers, 
could never,, by the beft Improvement of their 
Intellectuals, have conceived to be fo much as 

^ This Notion of a fine Body TertuUian ijetaincd 

his Belief of, after he was converted to Chriftianity, 

and took it for the inner Man, fpoken of in Scripture. 

K a likely 
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likely to be attainable by Mankind ! And who 
would ftill ferve their filthy Lufts (and in to doing 
be the vileft of Slaves here) who look to reign 
mth the King of the World for ever hereaftei^ 
He that bath this Hope in him^ faith St. John^ pu- 
rifieth Umfelfj even as he is pure^ i John iii. 3. 

And what has been ipoken of the Greatnefs of 
die Reward which is promifed in the Gofpel to 
obedient PerfonS) may be faid alfo of theP«m^- 
mens it threatens to the Difobedient. It would 
make (one would think) an Heart of Oak, and 
the moft hardened Sinner to tremble, and (hake 
at the reading of thofe Expreffions by which it is 
fet forth. Some of the Phflofophers do fpeak 
very dreadful Things concerning the Condition 
of wicked Men in the other World; but they 
fall extremely (bort of what the Gofpel has de* 
clared. But I confefiy a Difcourfe on this Head 
will not very properly come in here. For mere 
Reafon might make it exceedingly probable, that 
fo highly aggravated Sins as thofe are which are 
committed againft the Gofpel, ihall be punifhed 
as feverely, if impenitently periifted in, as is de- 
clared by our Saviour and his Apoftles they (hall 
be. But however, it is no fmall Awakening to 
us Chriftians, that we have fuch an undoubted 
Aflurance from God himfclf, what we muft ex- 
pcd, if we will not l?e prevailed upon by all the 
Means afforded us for our Reformation, but (hall 
notwithftanding perfcverc in the Neglect of 
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known Duties, and in the Allowance of known 
Wickednefs, 



CHAP II. 

That the Go/pel contains far greater Helps 
for effe^ing the Defign of making Men 
inwardly righteous^ and truly boly^ than 
God*s moft peculiar People^ the IfraeliteSy 
were favoured with. Where it isjhewed^ 
I. That tbeGofpel is incomparably more 
effeElual for this Purpofe than the Mo- 
faical Law was. 2. And that upon no 
ether Accounts the Jews were in Circum^ 
fiances for obtaining a thorough Re^ 
formation of Ufe^ and Purification of 
Nature^ like to tbofe with which our Sa- 
viour has bleffed bis Difciples. 



I 



N the fecond Place, it is thp clcareft Cafe, not 
_, the GoJ^el of our Saviour conti^ins far greater 
Helps and Advantages for ejfeSfing the great Work 
of making Men really righteous and truly holyy than 
God's mojl peculiar People^ the Ifraelites, whom he 
ineWf and favoured above all the Nations of the 
Earth, were Partakers of. 

K 3 Firft, 
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Firft» Nothing is plainer than that the Gofpel 
is incomparably more effe£lual for this Purpofe^ 
than the Mofaical Law was : For indeed, that 
was direSfly defigned only to reftrain thofe who 
were under the Obligation of it from the more w- 
Urious Sins. // was added (fays the Apoftle) be- 
caufe ofTranfgrtffion^ till the Sied jhould come^ ice. 
Gal. Hi, 19. 5V?/« Martyr declares particularly 
of the Sacrifices, that the End of them was to 
keep the Jews from worfhipping Idols^ Which 
Trypbo alfo, though a Jew who greatly gloried in 
t,hc Law, acknowledged. They were nn ex- 
tremely cfrnal and vain People, exceedingly 
prone to be bewitched with t^e Superftition^ of 
the Gentiles ; God gave them therefore a pom- 
pous Way of Worfliip, that it might gratify their 
childifh Humour, and fo keep them from being 
drawn away with the Vanities of the Heathens 
among whom they dwelt ; And lie gave them, 
withal, fuch Precepts^ cnfortei with Threatenings 
of moft fevere and prefefit Pui^ifbfnents, as might 
by main Force hold them in from thofe vile Dif- 
orders, Immoralities and Exorbitances which had 
then overfpread the Face of the woefully depraved, 
and corrupted World, It is certain that the Law 
of Mofes^ ilriAly fo called, properly tended to 
make them no more than externally righteous j 
and whofoever was fo, and did thofe Works it 
enjoined (which they might do by their own na- 
tural Strength) was efteemed according to that 
LaW) and dealt with^ as ju(l and blamelefs ; and 
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had a Right to the Immunities and Privileges 
therein promifed. But much lefs was it accom- 
panied with Grace to endue the Obfervers of it 
with an inward Principle of Holinefe. 

And the Apo^le St. Paul exprefles this as the 
great Difference between that Law and the G9/pely 
in calling this the Spirit, and that the Lettery as 
he feveral Times does : Not that God, ivho was 
ever of an infinitely benign Nature, and Lovi it- 
ielf (as St. John defcribes him) w^ wanting with 
bis Grace to well-minded Men under the Old 
Tcftament; or that the Jfws were all deftitute 
of an inward Principle of Holinefs j nothing lefs : 
But the Law of which Mofes was peculiarly the 
Promalger, did not contain any Promifes of 
Grace, nor did the Obligation of It extend any 
farther than to the outward Man. But there ran 
(as I may (o exprefs myfelf ) a Vein of Gofpel all 
along with this Law, which was contained in the 
Covenant made with Abraham and his Seed, by 
virtue of which the good Men among the Jews 
expeSed Juftification and eternal Salvation, and 
performed the Subftance of thofe Duties which 
the New Teftament requires, and which were 
both )iy Mofes and the Prophets, at certain Times, 
^nd upon feveral OcCafions, urged upon them. 

But as for this Law of A/o/Ji, confidered ac- 
cording to its natural Meaning, it is called a Law 
tf a carnal Commandment y Heb. vii. i6. And 
the Services it iropofed, weak ^nd beggarly Ele- 
mentSy Gal. iv. 9. An4. a Law which made m 
< K 4 Man 
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Manfurfe^i Heb. vii. 19. Its Promifes, there-^ 
fore, were only i€mp9ral ; upon which Account 
the Author to the Hebrews fays, that the Go(pe^ 
is eftablifhed «n bitter Prormfes^ Nor was Juftt-* 
fication before God obtainable by it, aa St. Paul 
frequently (hews i and therefore, did account the 
Righteoufiiefs of it very mean and vile, in Com- 
parifon of that with which the Gofpel endued 
Men, No Man could be acquitted by the fevereft 
Obferyance of this Law from any other than Civih 
PuniOiments, nor were its Sacrifices able to make 
the Offerers perfe£i as pertaining t§ the Cen/cience^ 
Heb. ix« 9. And though it be true (as Mr. C&7- 
lingworth obferves in his Sermon on Ged, v. 5.^ 
'[bat the legal Sacrifices were very apt and com^ 
nwdious to Jhadowf^rth the Oblation and Satisfa^ion 
of Chri/f J yet this Ufi of them was Jo myfiical and 
refervedj fo impoffibU to be coUiSed out of the Letter 
of the Law^ that without a fpecial Revelation from 
Gody the Eyes of the Ifraelites were too weak toferve 
them J to pierce through thofe dark Clouds and Sha- 
dows^ and to carry their Ohfervation to the Suhfhnfe* 
Sc that (proceeds he) / conceive thofe Sacrifices of 
the LaWy in this Refpeffj are a great deal more bene- 
ficial to us Chrijtians : For there isfi great Difference, 
between Sacraments and Types : Types are only ufeful 
after the Antitype is difcovered^ for the Confirmation 
of their Faith thatfoUow. As for Example^ Abra- 
ham'j Offering ^Ifaac hyFaithy did lively reprefent 
the reai Oblation ofChriJl j but in thatRefpe& ^as 
tfHttie, $r no life till Chrijl was indeed crucified i ii 
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bmg tmpoffibU to make that Hiftory aGrouna-worit 
ef their Faith in Chrift. The like may be /aid of 
the legal Sacrifices^ 

And for a clear Underftanding of the direftUfc 
of this Law, I refer the Reader to that Sermon : 
Where it is fully, and (in my Opinion) as ju- 
dictoufly difcourfed as I have ever met with it. 

Secondly, Nor were thefe fpecial Favourites 
of Heaven, upon any other Accounts, in Circum- 
ftances for the obtaining of a thorough Reforma- 
tion of Life, Renovation and Purification of Na- 
ture, comparable to thofe with which our Saviour 
has bkfTed his Difciples. For though they had, 
(as we faid) for the Subftance, the bime fpiritual 
Precepts which are enjoined in the Gofpel, ov^r 
and above the Mofaical Law ; yet thefe were en- 
forced by no ^;r^r^Promifcs of eternal Happinefs, 
or Threatenings of eternal Mifery : Nor was fo 
much as a Life to come difcovered to them other- 
wife than by Tradition, or by certain ambiguous 
Expreffions (for the moft Part) of their infpired 
Men, or by fuch Sayings as only implied it, and 
from which it might be rationally concluded. As 
for Inftance, in that Place particularly, where God 
by bis Reprefentative, an Angel, declared himfelf 
to his Servant Mofes to be the God of Abraham^ the 
God of Ifaacy and the God of Jacob « ; from whence 
our Saviour inferred that Dodrine, for this 
Realbn^ that God is not the God of the Dead^ but 

» Exod, i}|. 6. 

of 
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cf thi Living ^# And thsU the Notices they had 
hereof were not very plain and clear, is apparent, 
as there was a SeA among them, viz. the Sad-- 
diufeSf who profefled to diH^elieve it; and yet, 
notwitbftanding, were continued in the Body, and 
enjoycd^ the Privileges of the Jewifli Church, 
But that one fore-ciced AfTertion of the Apoftle, 
2 Tim. u to. puts this out of all Queftion, viz. 
that Chrift haih tnught Life and Imnartality to 
Light through the GofpeL From whence we may 
afiuredly gather thus much at leaft, viz. That in 
the Gofpe) is manifeftly revealed Life and Immor- 
tality, which was never before made known fo 
certainly. 

I add moreover, (hat the Ifraelites were re* 
quired to keep at fucb a Diilance from all other 
Nations, that , ihey could not but be by that 
Means greatly inclined to Moroiity, Se]f*conceit« 
ednefii, and Contempt of their Fellow- creatures i 
and were ever and anon employed in fuch Ser* 
vices as naturally ter^ded, through the Weaknefs 
of their Natures, to make their Spirits too angry 
and fierce, not to fay crueL As for Inftance, 
that of deftroying God's Enemies and their own, 
nay, fometimes the innocent Children too, and 
this; Cattle that belonged to them. And feveral 
Connivances and Indulgencies they had (as in the 
Cafes of Divorce, and Pplygamy, and Revenge) 
which not a little conduced to the gratifying of 

* Matt. xxii. 32. 

Sen- 
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Senruality, and the animal Life; all which are 
taken away by our Saviour Chrift. Thcfe 
Things, with divers others, made it in an ^rrf/- 
nary Way impoflible for thofe People to arrive at 
that Height of Virtue and true Goodnefs, to which 
the Gofpel defigns to raife us. And though wc 
find fome of them very highly commended for 
their great Saiidity, we are to underftand thofe 
Encomiums for the moft Part, at leaft, with a Re- 
ference to the Difpenfation under which they were ; 
and as implying a Condderation of the Circum- 
fiances they were in, and the Means they en- 
joyed. 

And thus have we {hewed what a moft admi- 
rably- efFeftual Courfe our blefled Saviour has 
taken to purify us from all Filthinefs both of the 
Flejh and Spirit^ and to make us in all Refpefis 
righteous, and holy: And bow much the Chri- 
fiian Difpenfation excels others as to its Aptnefs 
for this Purpofe. And from what has been faid 
we may fafely conclude, that neither the World, 
nor any Part of it, was ever favoured by God 
with Means for the Accomplifhment of this 
Work, ^comparable to thofe which are contained 
in the Chriftian Religion. 

So that well might St. Paul call the Gofpel 
of Chrift the Power of God to Salvation *, that is, 
both from Mifery and the Caufe of it. Well 
may the Weapons of the Chriftian Warfare be 

^ Rom, i. 16. 
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faid mt to be carnal andweak^ hut mighty through 
Godj to the pulling down of Jlrong Holds^ and cq/l- 
ing down Imaginations and every high Thing that 
itcUcth itfelf againjl the Knowledge of God^ and 
bringing into Captivity every Thought to the Obedi- 
ence ofChrin *. Great Rcafon had Clemens Alex- 
andrinus to call our Saviour avOgAnrotvr^ waiSayoT^, 
the InllruSlor and School- majier of human Nature • ; 
^nd to fay (as he does in the following Words,) 
That he has endeavoured tofave usy by uftng with all 
his Mighty all the Inflruments ofWifdom (or all wife 
Courfes) and draws us back by many pridleSy from 
gratifying unreafonable Appetites, And Jujiin Mar- 
tyr^ fpeaking o\ the Gofpel, had Caufe patheti- 
cally io break out as he did, in thefe Words, Z 
TfCiHSf im6J9 fvjyaiivlisiop, &c. O thou Expeller and 
Chafer away of evil AffeSlions ! thou Extinguijher 
of burning Lufls! This is that which makes us not 
Poets or Philofophers, or excellent Orator Sy but of 
poor mortal Men makes us like fo many immortal 
Godsy and tranflateth us from this low Earth to thofe 
Regions that are above Olympus^. And well, again, 
might the fame good Father, having throughly 
acquainted himfelf with the Stoick and Platonick 
Philofupby, (by which latter he thought himfelf 
to have gained much Wifdom) and at laft, by the 
Advice of an old Man, a Stranger, having ftudied 
the Gofpel, thus exprefs himfelf, ravr^f f*W ^»>^- 

* 2 Cor. X. 5. « Padag, pag. 120. 

^ ratio ad Cracos, pag. 40. 
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<7ef M* ttifiauin afffal?^ K; ovfMifofoif, &C« / foUnd this 
aloneto he thefafe and profitable Phikfoplrf^ and thus 
and by this Means became I a Phihfopher «, 

Simplicius faith thus of EpiSfeius his Enchiri- 
dion \ That it hath ^>Ju to ifa^rifm j^ xmiWw fi 
much of Powerfulnefs and Pungency^ that thole 
which are not perfedly dead^ muft ncedd come to 
underfiand thereby their own AiFciSioiu^ and be 
eiFe£tuaIly excited to the re&ifying of them. 
Could He give fuch a Charader, as thisy of chat 
little Book of his Brother- Heathen ! What can 
be invented by Us high enough for the Gofpel ^ I 



CHAP. IIL 

Ah Obje£iion againjl the wonderful Efficacy 
of the Cbrifiian Religion for the Purfofe 
of making Men bofyj taken from the very 
little Succefs it has herein, together with 
the prodigiou's IVickednefs of Chrifiendom. 
An Anfwer given to it in three Particu- 
lars, viz. I. ^hat how ill foever its Suc- 
cefs is, it is evident from the foregoing 

* '^Zj)ialog. cum Tryph. pag. 225. * Pag. 2. 

^ The Enchiridton, though a very fine Thing, is 
certainly, in Comparifon with the Scriptures, ex- 
tremely weak and infafiicient for the Purpofes for 
!^hich SimpUcius praifes it. 

Difcourfe^ 
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DtfcourfCj that it is not to be imputed to 
any Weaknefs^ or Inefficacy in thai Religion. 
The true Caufes thereof affigned. 2. That 
it is to be expeSied that thofefhouUM the 
worfe for the Gofpel, who will not be bet- 
tered by it. 3. That there was a Time 
when the GofpeVs Succefs was greatly an- 
fwerable to what has been faid of its Ef- 
ficacy : And that the Primitive Chriftians 
were People of moft unblameable and holy 
Lives. The Gnofticks improperly called 
Chriftians in any Senfe. The Primitive 
Chriftians proved to be Men of excellent 
UveSj by the Teftimonies of Fathers con- 
tained in their Apologies for them to their 
Enemies ; and by the Acknowledgments of 
their Enemies themfelves. An Account 
given in particular of their meek and fub- 
miffive Temper^ out of TertuUian. 

IF it be now objeded againft what we have 
faid of the admirable Efficacy of the Chriftian 
Religion^ for the Purpofe of making Men holy, 
that there is but very little Sign of it in the Lives 
of thofc who profefs to believe it: For who are 
more woefully loft as to all true Goodnefsy who 
are more deeply funk into Senfuality and Brulifli- 
ncfs,. than the Generality of Chriftians? Nay, 
.3 among 
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srmong what Sort of Men are all Manner of 
abtfmmable Wtckednef&s and Villanies to be 
found to rife, fo much as among them ? Upon 
which Account ,the Name of ChriJIian ftinks in 
the Noftrils of the very Jews^ Turks and Paganu 
Benftly Intemperance, and Undeannefles of all 
Sorts; the moft fordid Covetoufnefi; wretched 
Injuflice ; Opprefiions, and Cruelties : the moft 
devilifli Malice, Envy and Pride ^ the deadlieft 
Antmofities ; the moft outragious Feuds, Dif&n- 
tions and Rebellions; the plaineft and groileft 
Idolatry; higheft Blafphemies, and moft horrid 
Impieties of all Kinds, are in no Part of the 
World more obfervable than they are inChriften- 
dom ; nor moft of them any where fo obfervable. 
And even in thofe Places where the Gofpel ia 
moft truly and powerfully preached ; and parti- 
cularly in this our Nation, there is but little more 
to be taicen Notice of in the far greater Number^ 
than the Name of Chriftians ; nor any more of 
Religion than infignificant Complimentings of 
God, and a mere bodily Worfhip of him. But 
what abominable Vice is there, that does not 
here abound ? Nay, where does the highe/i and 
moft daring of Impieties,* t;/z. Atheifin itfelf, fo 
boldly fhew its Head as here ? Atid as for thofe 
among us who niake the greatcft Pretences to 
Chriftianity, befidcff a higher Profeffion, a more 
frequent Attendance on Ordinances, and a mighty 
Zeal for certain frtritlefs Opinions they have taken 
up, and little Tiiflcs which fignify nothing to 

the 



Digitized 



by Google 



14+ TbeDefiinefCbriJHaniiy. St&AU. 
the betterihg of their Souls^ and carrying on that 
which we have Ihcwed \t the Design of Chri- 
stianity ; there is little: to be obfcrvcd in vtry 
many, if not moft, of them, whereby they may 
be diflinguiihed from other People^ But as for 
the Sins of Covetoufnefs ; Pride and Contempt 
of others; Difobedience to Authority; Sedition, 
Unpeaceablenefs ; Wrath and Fiercenefs againft 
thofe who differ in Opinion from them ; Cenfo- 
rioufnels and tJncharitablenefs ; it is too obvious 
how much the greater Part of the Seds.into 
which we are divided, are guilty of mojiy if not 
aU of them. And that which is really the Power 
cfGodlinefs appears in the Converfations of but 
very few. 

God knows, the Wickednefs of thofe who enjoy 
and profefs to believe the Gofpel, is an extremely 
fertile and copious Theme to dilate upon; and 
is fitter to be the Subje£^ of a great Volume (if 
any one can perfuade himfelf fo far to rake into 
fuch a noifome Dunghil, as fure none can, ex* 
cept Enemies to Chriftianity) than to be difcourfed 
by the Bye, as it is here. Nor can there be any 
cafter Talk undertaken than to (Lew, that not a 
few mere Heathens have behaved themfelves in- 
comparably better towards God, their Neighbour, 
and themfelves, than the Generality of thoie 
who are called Chrtflians. Nay, I fear It would 
not be over-difScult to make it appear, that the 
Generality of thofe whooiever heard the Gofpel^ 

behave 
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behave themfelves in feveral Refpeds bitter than 
they do. 

But I have no Inclihation to entertain myfelf, 
or Reader, with fuch an unpleafant and melan- 
choly Argument, but will endeavour to anfwer 
the fad Objedion which is from thence taken 
againft the Truth of my laft Dilcourfe. 

I. Andy in the firft Place, let the Gofpel have 
never fo little Succefs in promoting what is de- 
figntd by it \ whoever confiders it, and what has 
been faid concerning it, cannot but acknowledge 
that it is in itftlf as fit as aiiy thing that can be 
imagined for the Purpofe of throughly reforming 
the Xiwi, and purifying the Natures of Mankind : 
And alfo incomparably more fit than any other 
Courfe that has ever been taken, or can be thought 
of. So that we may certainly conclude, that the 
Depravation of Chriftendom is not to be aferibed 
to the Inefficacy of the Gofpel, but to other 
Caufes ; namely, Mens Unbelief of the Truth of 
it J as much as they profefs Faith in it 5 their in- 
epccufable Negle£fc of confidering the infinitely 
pbwerful Motives to a holy Life contained in it ; 
and of ufing the Means conducing thereunto 
prefcribcd by it. And thefe are infeparable Con- 
comitants, and mof( efFeflual Promoters of each 
other. Every Man's Inconfideratioa is propor* 
tionable to his Incredulity, and his Incredulity to 
his Inconfideration : And how much of CarelefT- 
nefs is vifible in Mens Lives, fo much of Unbelief 
pofTeiles their Hearts^ and fo on the contrary. 
L Upon 
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Upon which Account to bi&evi %nd U he obedlentt 
and not to believe and to be difobe£entj are (ynony- 
inous Phrafes, and of the fame Signification in the 
New, and likewife in the Old Teftament. Now 
it is a true Saying of TeriuUian^ PervUacia nuUum 
eppofuit remedium Deusy God hath provided no 
Remedy (that is, no ordinary one) againfi Wilful- 
nefs. And though the Gofpel has fuch a Tfn- 
4lency as has been (hewn, to work the moft ex* 
cellent EfFetSb in Men, yet it operates not as 
Charmsy nor will it have Sqccefs upon any with- 
out their own Concurrence, and Co-opemiQH 
with it. The excellent Rtdes rf L^e laid dowQ 
in the Gofpel, muft nccefTarily fignify nothing Co 
tbofe, who only hear^ or read theiR> but will not 
tttind them. Its Promifesy or Thri0emi^$ can be 
exciting to none, who will not beUfueox ci^nfidfir 
them : Nor can the Arguments it afiords to pro- 
voke to aflent, be convincii^ to any but thofe 
who impartially weigh them } its Helps and Af- 
fiftances will do no good, where they are totally 
negledled. And though (here be preventing as 
well as affifting Grace going along with the 
Gofpel, for the eiFe£iual prevailing on Mena Wills 
tp ufe their utmoft Endeavour to fubdue their 
I^ufts, and tQ a,cquire virtuous Habiits, yet this 
Grace ia^ not fuch as that ther^ is no PoSbili^y of 
refuGng or quenching it. Nor is it fit il ihould, 
feeing Mankind is endued vsfith a Principle of 
Freedoms and that this Principle is efleiuial t<^ 
the. human Nature. 

I will 
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I will add, that this is one immediate Caufe of 
the Unfuccclsfulnefs of the Gofpel, to which' it is 
very much to be attributed; namely, Mensftrange 
and unaccountable miftaking the Design of it* 
Multitudes of thofe that profefs Chriftianity are 
fo grofly inconfiderate, not to fay worfe, as to con* 
ceivc no better of it than as a Science and Matter 
of Speculation: And take themfelves, (though 
againft the cleareft Evidences of the contrary ima*- 
ginable) for true and genuine Chriftians, either 
becaufe they have a general Belief of the Truth of 
theChriftian Religion, and profefs themfelves the 
Difciples of Chrift Jefus, in Contradiftindionfrona 
yews^ Mahometans^ and Pagans-, and in and 
through him alone expedt Salvation : Or becaufe 
they have fo far acquainted themfelves with the 
Doftrine of the Gofpel, as to be able to talk and 
difpute, and to make themfelves pafs for knowing^ 
People: Of btczufe they have joined themfelvca 
to that Party of Chriftians which they preflime are. 
of the pureft and moft reformed Model, and arc 
zealous Sticklers for their peculiar Forms, and 
diftinguiihing Sentiments ; and as ftifF Oppofer^ 
of all other which are contrary to theou Now 
tlie Gofpel muft neceiTarily be a« inefie£lual Cq 
the re<Siifying of fuch Mens Minds, and Refer* 
mation of their Manners, while they have (o^ 
wretchedly low an Opinion of its Design, as if 
U really had no better: And fo long as c^ey.tak0 
it for granted its main Intention is h^m, v ga^S^ 
€cui to make them orthodoxy not virtuous^ it.cannot 
L 2 be 
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be thought that they fhould be ever the more 
holy, nay, 'tis a thoufand to one but they will be 
in one kind or other, the more unholy for their 
Chriftianity. 

And, Lfaftly, There are fcvcral untoward O- 
pinions very unhappily infiilled into Profeilbrs of 
Chriftianity, of which render the Truths of the 
GofpeJ they retain a Belief, infignificant and un- 
fucceftful as to the bettering either of their Hearts ' 
or Lives, as infinitely apt, and of as mighty Ef-* 
ficacy as they ate in themfelvts for thofe great 
Purpofes. 

2. Secondly, Whereas it was faid alfo, that 
the Generality of Heathens live in divers Refpe^te 
better Lives, than Multitudes, and even the Ge- 
nerality of thofe who profefs Chriftianity ; it is 
fo far from being difficult to give a fatisfaftorj^ 
Account how this may be without dl/paraging our 
excellent Religion; that it is to be expeded that 
thofe People fhould be even much the worfe for it, 
who refufe to be bettered by it. It is an old 
MiSixm^ liM Cmrruptio opttm eft fejpma\ ^hefi 
Things being fpoiled, prove to be the very worft : 
And accordingly, nothing lefs is to be looked 
for, than that degenerate Chriftians fhould be the 
vileft of all Perf9n$. And it is alfo certain, that the 
beft Things, when abufed, ordinarily ferve to the 
worft Purpofes j of which there may be given in- 
numerable Inftances : And fo it is, in this preftnt 
Cafe. St. Paul told the Corinthians^ that he, and 

the 
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the other Apoftlcs, were a Savour of Death unto 
Death J as well 2i»ofLiff unto Life < And our 
Saviour gave the Pharifees to underftand, i\i^i for 
Judgment he was come into the World ; that thojt 
that fee noty might Jee ; and that thofe thatfeey might 
hi made blind ^ \ that is, that it would be a certain 
Confequent of his Coming, not only that poor ig- 
norant Creatures (hould be turned from Darkncfs 
to Light, but alfo that thofe which have the Light, 
and ftut their Eyes againft it, ihould be judicially 
blinded. And the forementioned Apoftle, in the 
firft Chapter of his Epiftle to the Romans^ fays of 
thofe that held the Truth in Unrighteoufnefsj that 
would not fufier it to have any good EfFedl upoo 
them, through their clofe adhering to their filthy 
Lufts, that God gave them up to the moft unnatu«> 
ral Villanies, permitted them to commit them by 
with-holding all Reftraints from them ; and like- 
wife gave them over i^ i^ aXxtfmf to a refirohatg 
iSfid. So that, from the juft Judgment of God 
it is, I fay, to be expedied, that depraved Chri« 
ftians (hould be the moft wicked of all People : 
And therefore, it is fo far from being Matter of 
Wonder, that thofe who will not be converted by 
the Gofpel, (hould be fo many of them very hor- 
ribly profane ; that it is rather fo, that all thofe 
which, having for any confiderable Time lived 
under the preaching of it, continue difobedient to 
it, (hould not be fuch. In the pureft Ages of the 

.X ^Cor. ii. 16. 1 Johnix. 39. 
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Churchy were degeneriktedCbriftians made in thi^ 
kind moft fearful Examples of the Diviiie Vea* 
geance; and fo utterly forfaken of God) that they 
became, (if we may •believe Jrtnauty TertuUian^ 
and others of the ancknt Fathers) not one whh 
better than incarnate Devils. Nor were there to 
be found in the whole World, in thoie Days, and 
but rarely fince, fuch abominable and moft exe- 
crable Wretches as they were. I have fometime^ 
admired that human Nature ihould be capable oC 
fuch a monftrous Depravation, as feveral Stories 
recorded of them fppdk then^ to have ton- 
traded: But, 

3. Thirdly, If we muft needs judge of the Ef^ 
licacy of the Gofpel for the making Men holy, t^ 
its Succefs herein ; let us caft our j^yes back upon 
the ^&y? Jgis of Cbrijlsamty^ and then we flialji 
find it an eafy Matter to fatisfy oqrfelves concern- 
ing it, though wie (bould ^jnderfl^pd no niore of 
Chriflianity, than this 1E£^ it piqduce4 in tbofe 
pays. 

For though thefe were tlien a fort of People 
who fometimes called. themfelves.C^^/tf^^jf whci 
>^ere (as was m^f faid} the moft de(peratejy 
VKiclced Creatures that eyer the Earth bf^re; yet 
thefe were efteemed by all others that were known 
by ikot Nfinu as no whit morp of tbw Number, 
|han the Pagans and Jfws that defied Chrift. Ana 
IheirReligipn ^as a fnotley thing tha^ podfifted of 
Qhrifti(imiyy Judaifm and Pagamfm all blended tOr 
gpther.| and therefore in regard, of thpirjiieie Pro- 
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feffion they could be no more truly called Chri^, 
JHans than Jiwt or Pagans^ Or rather (to fpeak 
properly) thdy were of no ReHgion at all, but 
would fometimee cohiply with the Jews, and at 
other tiixi^ wkh the HHahem^ and joined readily 
with both in perfecutifig the Chriftiem : And, ia 
fliOrt, the Sami^tdns ntfght with Irfs Impropfie^ 
be called Jews^ than theffc Grid/iicks, 0frifiians, 

'Tls alfo confeiled that the orthodox Chriftiana 
were calumniated by the Heathens as HztJthf 
ifisj but their only Pretence for fo doing wa» their 
refafingto worihip^^WrGods, And they Itke^ 
wife accufed them of the moil beaftly and moil 
horrid Practices; but it is fuffieiently evident thaf 
they were beholden to the Gnffticks for tHofe Ac* 
cufattons ^ who, being a<?counted Ghriftians, anci 
being notorioufly guilty of fuch Praclices, gave 
l>ccafion to the Enemied of Chriftianity to reproach 
all the Profeflbrs of k^ as moft filthy and impure 
Creatures. I know it" is commonly fard, that thofc 
Calumnies proceeded purely from the malicious 
Invention of their Enemies ; but it is apparent' 
that thofe vfle Heretjcks themfdves gave occafion 
to them. But that the Chriftians were fa far ftotli 
being guilty of fuch monftrous Crimes, tha^ they 
did lead moft inoiFeniive and good Lives, abun*> 
dantly appear by the Apologies which divers 0/ 
the Fathers made to the Heathen Emperors an* 
People in their behalf. Jujtm Martyr^ m hts A-* 
pology to Antoninus Pius^ has this Saying, ifjil^^f 
Sr %y«r,^c, Ih U our Jntereji that ail hrjm 
Xj j^ JbouU 
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Jhaifld niake a narr$w Inquijkim inia .$urLit>es. 
and DoSirine^ and U pxp<^Je jhim to the View . rf 
evnyi one. And be afterward3 td.Is tlvit j^perof » 
That his People bad nothing U lay to their Charge.- 
truly y hut their hare.Namey Chriftians. And agaisv 
Th^ they which in times paft took PUafure in om^^ 
cUan Pra^tieeSy do live now (that $hey are ^eeeMi. 
Converts to Chri/lianity) pure offd ehafte Leva j 
They which ufed magical Arts^ da nowconfecrate^anel 
devote themfelvesto the eternal and good God : They 
which preferred their Money .and Paffeffiem he-- 
fore all things elfe^ now cafl them into the common 
Stock i and communicate them to amy tbeU JiandJn 
need: They which once hated each atber^ andmutu^ 
ally engaged in bloody fiattlefj and (according J^ the 
Cuftom) would net keep a commfin Fircy w^ 9^ «» 
PfMfvhiefp yrith thofe that were not of Che faoie 
Tribe, now live lovingly ^ and familiarly together: 
That now they prey for their very Enemies ^ and 
thofe which perfecute them with unjuft Hfltr^edthey 
efideavottr to win to them by Perfuafims^ that they 
alfoy Hying f^uording to the honeji Precepts ofChrifiy 
pioy have the fame HopCy and gain the fame Reward 
yjlth themfehes froigt the great Gfivernofcr and Lord 
rfihefForld. 

Athenagorasy in hU Apobgy, fays thus to the . 
Emperors AureHus Antoninus and Aurelius Comma* 
dus : As very gracious and benign as you are to all 
ethersy you have no Care of tt$ who care called Chri* 
flians 5 for you fuffer us who commit m Evily nayy 
who (V fiV^ herefifter appear) behave mrfehes of 

"11 
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aU Mm moft piifufy €md jufify bcih towards God 
4nuly9urGov€mmittty U be vtxid^ to be put to Flight 
fr4m Place to Place ^ and to be violently dealt tvith. 
And then he adds fome Lines after, IJ any of you 
€an convi& us of any great or fmall Crimea we ari 
Ttady to bear the moft fever e Pumjbment which can 
hi inf&Hed upon us. And fpeaking of the Calumr 
nies that fome bad faftened upon them, he faitb^. 
If you can find that thefe things are true, fpare w 
Age^ no &ex\ hut utterly root us up and dejlroy us^ 
with our Wives and Children, if you can prove 
that any of us Sve Hie to Beafts, &c» 

And there is very much to the fame Purpofe 
in TertuUian^s Apology $ where he tells the Ro- 
man Govemours, That they dealt otberuife with 
the Chriftians, than with any other whom they ac-- 
cottnted MaUfa&ws : For whereas they tortured 
others to make them confefs the Faults of which they 
were accufed, they tortured thefe to make them deny 
themfehes to be Chriftians : And that having no 
Crime he/ides to lay to their Charge winch carried 
thi leaji Shew of Truth, their prof effing themfehes 
to hi no Chriftians wouUhst any time procure for 
them their Abfohition. And to this ObjeAion, 
that there are fome Chriftians who excedere a re^ 
gula difcipUnee, depart from the Rules of their Re* 
ligion, and Uve diforderly i he returneth this An- 
fwer, Defintmt tamen Chrifiiani haberi penes nos : ' 
But thofe that do fo, are no longer by us accounted "^ 
Chriftians. And, by the way^, let me recite if/- 
^altius h^ ihort Note upon this Paffag^; Akper^ 
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fivirant badH in mmne & numer9 Chri/liansrum^' 
fui vitam ommm vivuni Anticbrifti : But tb^fr 
now-a-days dn ntain the Name and Society efCbri-* 
ftiam^' which Uve altogether anticbrijiiatt Livet^ 
And (proceeds he) Tofie fublicanos^ &c. Taktt 
away Publicans and a wretched Rabble which he 
mufters together, IS frigehunt hodiermrum Eccleji^ 
Omftianorum ; and our prefent ChriAian Churche$ 
will be lamentably weak^ finally and injigntficant 
things. 

From thefe few Citations out of ttie Apol6gie« 
of the forementioned Fathers, to which may b« 
added Abnndance more of the fame Nature, both 
out of them and others^ we may judge what i^rc 
Succefs the Gofpel had in the/r/? Jgesy and what 
a vaft Difference there is between the Chriftians 
ef thofe^ and of thefe Days ; that is, betwten the 
Chriftians who were under Periecution, and thefe 
n^ho fince have lived in Eafe and Profperity, 
When the Chriftian Religion . came to be the 
Religion of Nations, and to be owned and en- 
couraged \y Emperors and Rulers^ then was ^h» 
whole van Roman Ensure quickly perfuaded to 
/B^rch under its Banner ; and the very worft of 
Men, for Fajhim^fake^ and in Expcdiation oitem^ 
^tf/ Advantages, came flocking into the Church 
of Chrift. Nay, the ^ii^rfe Men were, and the 
lefs of Confcience they had, the more forward 
might they then be fo to do, the ipore hade they 
might make to renounce their former Religion, 
mi take upon tbeip the Profeffion of Chriftianity^ 

And 
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And no fooner was tbc Chttrch fet in l!he warm 
{Siin-(hine of worldly Riches and Honours, but it 
\% apparent (he was Jnfeniibly over- run wkh tbofe 
noiroine Vermin, which have bred and multiplied 
ever finccj, even for. many Centuries of Years* 

If any fhall doubt whether the farementioned 
Fadiers jn^ht not give too good a Charader of 
the Chriftians whofe Caufe they pleaded ; I defire 
them to confider whether this be imagupaUe, fee- 
ing their Enemies, to whom they wrote their De* 
fence of them, could eafily, they living among 
ihem, have difcovered the Faliity of their Com* 
fnendatbns^ And we find them frequently apr 
pealing to the Heathens own Confciences, wher 
ther they themfelves did not believe. that true 
which they faid of them : And moreover we have 
them ever and anon triumphing over them, aodl 
provoking them to ihcw fuch EfFcSs of their Phi'- 
iofopby and Way of Religion, as they themfelves 
could witnefs were produced by the Go^l of 
Chrift. 

Nay, and we have their Adverfaries themfelves 
giving them a very high Charafier. TertuUian 
fn his forcraentioned Apology fays, that Pliny th^ 
fecond (who was a Perfecutor of Chriftians) 
wrote thus to the Emperor Trajan it om the Pro- 
vince where he ryled under him, viz, ^That, 

Beftdn 

■* Prater ohftinatiomm nm facrificanJi^ niMl aUudfi 
A fdunmenHs eorum comperij^, quam cmtut anielttcanoi 
fid €4mindum Cbri/io is^ J?to^ ^ ad twtfetdermidam Difci^ 

flinam: 
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Bifidn tbeir nfiluie njufing t9 offir Saerific^j bs 
cotjd liom netbing concerning ibiir Religion^ but 
tbat tbey beU Meetings be/ore Day tofing Prai/es ta 
Cbrtft and God^ and to engage tbeir SeS in filemn 
Leagues ; forbidding Murtber^ Adultery^ Decitt^ 
Dijbfahy^ andallotber Widudsujfes. 

And in a now extant Epiftle of his to that Em- 
peror, we find bim giving this Information, wx. 
^ That, fome that had renounced Chriftianity, 
and now worfhiped his Image, and the Statues of 
their Gods, and curfed Chiift, did affirm, <> Tbest 
ibis was tbe greateft Fault or Error they were guiky 
ofi tbat tbey were wont^ upon a fet Day^ to afimUi 
together before it was iigbty and to fing a Hymn U 
Chrift as to a God} and to bindtbemfelves by a Sa^ 
crament^ not to any Wickednefi^ but that tbey wouid 
not commit Thefis, Robberies^ Adulteries ; that tbey 
would not be worfe than tbeir fVords ; tbat they 
would not deny arty thing intrufud. in their Hands 
when demanded of them : which done^ it was their 
Cuftom to depart^ and to meet again^ ad capiendum 
cibum promifcuum, tamen & ipnoxium, to eat ^ 

plinam : bomidi^um, adulterium^ fraudem^ perfidiam iS 
CdPtera fcelera prohibentes, 

n Plinii, Lib, lO. Epifl.^y, £dit. ult, 

Jjirmabant autem^ banc fuijfe Jummam mel culpto 
Jtuey niel erroris^ qtiod ej/ent foliti fiato die ante lucem 
concentre ; carmenque CbrtftOf quafi Deo, iScere fecum in-' 
'okeMf Jequi Sacramento non in fceka eUquod ohftrtngere^ 
fed ne furta, ne latrocinia, ne adnlteria conmutttrefie^ nf 
fdem faUerent, ne depefitum apt^Uati aba^areat^ilfe. 
" • common 
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Common but innoeent and barmkfs Mealy which was 
doubtlefs the Jgapt or Fea/i of Charity , which was 
in Che primitive Times in ufe among the Chri- 
fiians, after the Celebration of the Lord's Supper. 
This was an excellent Account of them, and 
much too good to be expeded from Apoftates, 
fuch having been ordinarily obferved to be of all 
others, the moft deadly Enemies of Cbriftianity, 
and the ProfeiTors of it. 

But to return to our Author \ he a few Lines af- 
ter adds, that he put two Maid-fervants upon the 
Rack, to extort from them as full a Difcovery as 
he could of the Chriftians Crimes ; ^iut be could 
not find any they were guilty of except obftinate and 
exceffive Super/tition. So he called their conftant 
Perfcverance, and Diligence, in obferving the Pre- 
cepts of their moft excellent Religion. 

And the Emperor Jntoninus Pius^ as much an 
Enemy of Chriftians as he was, writes thus in an 
Eptftle to the People <A Afta^ (which is to be feen 
in Jufiin Martyr \ and affixed to the Apology he 
directed to him) t/ras. That they could mate no Proof 
of the Crimes they laid to the Chriftians Charge j and, 
that they overcame them by chufing to lay down their 
Lives rather than to do the things they required of 
them : And that he thought it fit to advertifi them^ 
that the Chrifiians^ when Earthquakes happened^ 

P ''^•''^edmhilaUud invent, quam SuperfiitionemprO' 
vam tf immodicam. 
' ^ Jufiin* MairPfr. Ap^, ssl Antonimm Fium» 

were 
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Wtft not under fudf dreadful Fears as they were ; 
md that ibey ivere hfira(^VKnarirt^ v^ rw Btoifg, 
' endued with a firmer Omftdence and Truft in God, 
And there next foUoweth another EpifNe of the 
Emperor Antminus PhUofephus to the Senate and 
People of R^iei wherein he gave them an Ac^ 
count of an imminent Danger that he and his 
Army weve in, in the Heart of Germany^ by the 
fudden Approach of nine hundred and feventy 
thouftnd Barbarians and Enemies : And how that 
finding his Strength to oppofe them very fmall, 
kc commanded all thofe to appear before him 
who. were calkd Chrtftians^ (as fufpedting, 'tis 
Uce, either their Fidelity or Courage) and per- 
ceiving there were a great Number of them, very 
fliarply inveigled againft them : Which (faith he) 
/ ought not to have done in regard of the Virtue 
tvhich I afier found to he in them \ whereby they 
began the Fight not with Darts and Weapons^ and 
Sound of Trumpets, ice. Wherefore (proceeds hc)^ 
it is meet that we ft>ould know^ thai thofe whom we 
fiffpeSf for Atheilis, ©••» i^wtF atr^ToF h n cvn^- 
i^ffth rnt^uTfUvfiH, have God wilUngly inclofed, or 
of his own Accoid inhabiting, in their Confci* 
cncc : For laying ihemfehes flat upon the Earthy 
they phiyed not only for me, but alfo for my whole 
jtrmy^ which was then prefeiity that they might be 9 
M^ans of Solace and Comfort' to us, in our prefettt 
Hunger andThlrfl, (for we could not come *y any 
Water for five Days together :) But as Jhn as they 
were profirate^ upon tht^tound^ and prayed to a 

God 
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God zviom I knew not^ immidiately thin fill Rmn 
fhm tieauen^ upon us^ very cool and refre/hing^ 
tut upon our Jdverfaries ypiif^et, mf^i^ a fiery 
Hail-ftorm t And their Prayer was in/iantfy accom* 
panted ivith the Prefence of God^ as of one invincibU 
and infuperabk. Therefore let us permit thefePeople 
to be Chriftiansj left they praying to ^ have the like 
Weapons employed againfi «j, they Jhould obtain their 
Defire. And a few Lines after, the Emperor de- 
clared it his Will and Plcafure, That whofoever 
accufeth a Chriffian as Juchy for the time to come^ be 
ft>all be burnt alive. 

What better Satisfaflidn can we defire, con- 
cerning the Truth of the forcmentioncd Father's 
Account of the Chriftians that lived in their Dajrs, 
than that which the Pens of thefe their Enemies 
have given to us ? 

There is one ^ing more I will add concern* 
ing the primitive Chriftians, viz. That the moft 
calm) meek, peaceable, gentle, and fabmiiSve 
Temper recommended in the G<^el, mightily dif-* 
covered itfelf in them : And thereby we may judge 
what kind of People they were as to the othe^ 
Parts <^ Chriftianity ; it being impoffible that 
fuch an excellent Spirit fhould be alone^ and tm^^ 
.acconokpanied with the other Virtues. Thou^ 
Ihey ww« for the m6ft Part very forely perfecut- 
ed, yet, as Tertullian f^ys (in bis Book ad Na* 
tiones) Nunquam conywflsetio erupit^ there^ wa^ iie<* 
Vf r any Uproar of hurly-burly among them. And 
having, in.his.ApQlog3{, afle'd the two £mpeifot% 
* ' . and 
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40d the refty this Queftion,. If .we an ctmmandid 
uhvi ^ur,Enemi€Sj whom have %ue then t$ baU ? 
He thus proceeds : How often do you yowrjdvos 
rage againft the Chri/iians who are ebedxM umto 
you, and mar ewer juffer them to heftmod and burnt 
by the rout of common People ; but yet what Ro* 
vengt did ye ever obferve them repining for the In^ 
juries done unto them, as fUut'^beartod as tiey are 
iyjen^Q Death itjelf? 

. If it be objeded (as it is by foin|() that this 
Q^ight be attributed not to their good Temper, bat 
to mere Neceffity, feeing they knevir themfelvet 
loo weak to fuoceed in any rebellious or vipknt 
Attempt : Let the fame TertulUan give an An* 
fwer ; and be does it in the very next Words. In 
one Night (fays he) with a few Firebrands^ they 
could revenge ihemfehes fuJSciently upon you^ ifthty. 
thought it lawful to render evil for eviL l^B,y^ 
and not only fo, but he tells them plainly^ that 
they were in Circumftances Co manage the Parts 
olhoftes exerti, open Enemies againft them, as 
well as of vindices occultif fly and fecret Revenge* 
ers i. and that they could riufe an Army, if it 
pleafed thcm» numerous and powerful enough to 
cope with tbem^ and withal he thus proceeds: 
Hefterni fumus, iff veftra omnia implevimut^ &^« 
Though we are but as it were ofXefterda^s yityoes 
have no Place but is full of us \ your Gties^ your 
Iflandsy Caftlesj Toums^ Council- hou/es; your For-' 
trejfes^ Tribes^ Bands of Soldiers^ Palace^ Senate^ 
Courts Sola yobis lefinquimus templa. Tour. 

Temples 
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,T«aiplw Mfy mv tmfif tf m. ytHHtpetm^ 

^^t^ it tmrntemlkHMHtm. V^^ 
Ittmtftilt riROH pttidmmmtum tot tsMlm^ 

■Empitti that bf tut Afortfitg fhnhyim, wfitM 
iMarly dffttffitt itHi^gbt yut itM yutt #tu» 
Stlitudt^ and ieaot ytu *un EnOmtt tkih hjti 
SiOjtat. And <b^«raetlie]r(rommakii^ life 
|rf the Adwantaget thtjr tad to .Wiw dwnfclttt 
bjr the Way of Violence, that (as not long after 
ae faith to them j /% frayidfif the Emptrm-r, 
imirf theft in Aiahsrkj imder them, for Pmt and a 
fwa State efAffmn ammg ihtm : tad (as fbme- 
Vhere be *f ds) i3i^ rettSf alfo h ^ them A^-^ 

. 0^j»« alibteBtCi^S that heor anyofhb 
i'arty were able to ihew «lb riam ^^ mthimi 
rf Sedittcif, that the Cbriftians were eveiy girilty 
^.ladygt, ^HmTimaiM m bf Ae Ibmm 
Btnpireiiigweftfl, thf$p«hw Ofevtbttt in the 
j»«6 ««* rpMkt «r CfMHaiStth*ry, viz. 
Ttot^tfceQo^ ftid fMirtdaU that Cwmtry 
J^the jpette. Part .f dfl^ jkkrf had bMoght 
«nr t» Uedliadi Sowb imnuMnble. 

» I^. 115. 
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i62 TbeD^gnofCbriJiiat^ty. Scft.IIL 
Thus you fee how far the primitive Chriftiand 
were from the tumultuous, fiery, and boifterous 
Spirit, with which Chriftendom above all other 
Farts of the World has been fiiice infefted. And 
thus, we have {hewn that there was once a Time 
(God grant that the like may be again) when the 
Succe^ of the Chriftian R^igion in conquering 
Mens Lufts, and re&ifying their Natures, was 
greatly anfwerabk to the Efficacy that it has 
for this Purpofe* And fo we pafs to the fecond 
Inference. 



C H A P. IV. 

The Second Inference. 

Thaf we underfiand from what has been 
[aid 6f the Defign of Chriftiaftity, how 
fearfully it is diufed hy tbofe wbo call 
tbemfelves tbe Roman Catholicks. That 
tbe Church of Rome has by feveral of 
her Doilrines enervated all tbe Precepts 
and Actives to Holinefs contained in tbe 
Gofpel. Tbat fbe bas rendered tbe Means 
tberein prefcrihed^ for tbe Attainment 
tbereof^ extremely ineffeHuaL Tbat fbe 
bas alfo as gredtly corrupted tbem. ' Bi- 
4 vers 
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Chap.lv. tbeDefignofChriJlianity. iSj 
ifirs Inftances of the Papifts Idolatry^ 
'^beir Image Worlliip one Injiance. Theit 
praying to Saints departed anoiber. 
Other Impieties accompanying ity men^ 
4ioned. Some Account of tbeir Blafpbe-f 
ftties^ particularly in tieir Prayers to the 
Blefied Virgin, ^beir worfhipping the 
Hoft tbe thirds and grojfefi Inftance of 
tbeir Idolatry » Some other of their wicked 
and mofi anti-chriftian Boilfines. 

SEcbndly, By what has been fald concerning 
the Dejign of the Chrijiian Religion^ vft eafily 
underftand hbw fearfully it i^ abufed by thofe 
who call thcmfelves the RomMn Catkolicks. Nor 
heed we any iDther Argument to prove Popery to 
be nothing lefs than Ghriflianity befides this, wz; 
That the GranI) Disiqn of thtTj h to make us 
^OLY ; and alfo laims at the raiilng of us to the 
moft elevated Pitch of Holinefs, and is admirably 
^contrived for that Purpofe : but the Religion of 
the Papifts^ as (uch, moft apparently tends to car- 
ry on a Defign moft oppoiit^ : to ferve a carnal 
and corrupt InCereft; to gitre Men Security in a 
way of finmng ; and pretends to teach them a 
Way to do^ at one and the fame time e'fFe^iually^ 
the moft contrary, and inconfifient things. That 
IS) to deprave their Natures ^ zndfave their Souls ^ 
tmd even in gratifying their wicked Inclination^ 
to lay a firm Foundation for eternal Happinefs% 
M 2 * So 
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t(4^ rUtf^gftdfChrifiU^ty. ^t^\% 
So tb«t» if /Ail (9S 01^ preCfin4 k abnfi is) be the 
Cliriftisn Religion^ we muft needs i|tg^«ia>ifly 
acknowledge^ that whalt we faid in the Intro- 
dudioa was charged upon it by Cr^and JtiSan 
is no Cidumny, but an Accu&ttoa mottjvat and 
<^1 deferved. For as the Cbmrb^c/Mme hath' 
tendered dilwrs exceBont Preupu ^M^fitnA very 
incfle^ua), by making them Qwrfeb mAf^y not 
Qmmamb i and aUb i|ot a few oC it» PnMiHont 
lumeceflary^ I7 her DiftioAioaQC Sios into Mnr^^ 
tal and Vem'ifl 1 underftandin^ by Vf^ie/ ^Ibs fiich 
as far the fake of which no Man can de&rve ter 
bfe the Divinf JFavqux ; and therefore making 
them tcally no Sins : to hatb ibe enenraftsdt aU 
tbe BwrngiHcal Cdmmmdmtnit^ both p»fitiv€ am) 
mg^ivi^ and mtfde tbeqi infig^ufioint by a gceal 
aiany Do^brines that are U«g^t by ber moft dad# 
ing Sons, and decreed or allowed by beiif^lf^ Thai 
one pQpUhI>oarine ^i^]!fdHriit<^.€fMjifm^ 
imfdiifir^ibiimmmsMfPuntifl^bi and thee 
(thovgh tbeChutchieqiiinitb it«i)0nifiA)id9y% 
yet) no Man is bound i^ the Vivm lam 19. k 
until that Time, h of itfelfj^ wdthoiid the Help of 
any other, fiifficient loftake away ibe Foive of 
all the holy Pr^te^ ^ our Savjimv^sd tomihr 
them utterly unfiiccefiifMl to the Eiriliaeeri <tf kfi 
and this other goeth beysond iim in AptoeftliBr 
this Purpofe^ «/fr«.Tbat mere^A^fVi^ orSermif 
for Sin for Fear of Damnation) if it be aceem*- 
panied with Confeffion to^the Pridit 19 fuAoient 
for Salvation. For^ as the former makes a Di€tt^ 
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Chk^ 19. The tiefign ofOrifiiMily. I ^J 
MJbptmm^otAf neceflkry^ h iMs Ittctr ttk^es 
A«tll<l|^cMftiice ikidne fe, whidi is Iter fro«l dc^ 
ftrving to bd fe oJM^ aikl whkfb vt^atiii the i^iA^ 
cipal Ingredients of that Grace, viz. Hatr0i tf 
i$9ty and Ltfut u 0$d Md 0$9dnifs ; and ooilfe- 
api^diif vK>rks fiD Qb^f^e in the KaH(r0 t^ iM 
Simicr, Mr nudcM bim partakct ki tfie kslft 
Meafiitt df true Hdlinrfs. 

The TV^i ^J^bitf havt ihey nMdb a merltf 
Scare^crov by chieir 0«^ttie of Pwsgal&ry \ and 
<he Pear of ifcrj too JNnrt th«y tttkma aotabM 
Coorik tb kxMt Men fir<»ift by that of FiimuH% 
Md the hiiigiiuii gnuitid by Oerr Poim vtry 
«rdftiariiy tor doki^ ciertatn odd TriAis and idle 
Things I but which by Money eaa tn^cr fail tb 
ym proeiffed. Nor «e the moft- iivmV/ ImfU$m 
flMt due from having thek Shlffo in his HoGncA 
Ms I^dtilgeneis -, a^more than fuiiciently appaar^ 

Adfe that wm pay the Vuct, AbfotocioDi^e ttl 
be had for the moft ab9mifiM$ and not to be 
named Vttaiiiies, nay^ and lipm^f fMaf$ for not 9 
fcw Wkitechieflcs-* 

I may «dd to the f^teH^etufoiied, dbetr Dolkiiie 
of the n^eritorioHS^5a^/rdgf^l£0i*i Of the Saints, 
leMchi being applied to others, they tt^ch to be 
vrailaUe for their Pardon; Which b^Sdeaks mo^ 
finpiotls making many Co-lavioers with Jt^ 
ISbi/f infinitely eticdurag^ to Caidefrefi> an^ 
lepfii Imng. 

M 3 The 
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l66 TbeBefigniffCbriftiamty. Sc&A\\, 

The Religion of the Means pre(cribed in the 

Go/pel, have they done what lay in them to mako 

both extremely ineffedual, and highly irreligious, 

Uay, 

Firft, Moft ineffceiual : For they will have the 
lore faying of Prayers^ without the leaft minding 
of what is laid, to be acceptable to, and preva- 
lent with, Almighty G.od : and congruoully tq 
tfai« fine Dodrine, their Church enjoins them to 
be {aid in a Tongue which is unknown to the 
Generality of her Children. « Though the Papijis 
cannot, for Shame, but acknowledge it a good 
Thing to give Attention to what is faid in the 
Worihip of God, yet, I fay, it is well known 
that they deny it to be mteffary fo to do; and 
make the mere Opus Opiratum^ the Woik done* 
fttfRcient ; and that in all A6ls of Devotion what- 
ibever. And beiidef, their divine Service is made 
by them an idle and vain Piece of Pageantry, by 
tiie Abundance of foppiOx Ceremonies with whiph 
it is burthened. Nay, 

. Secondly, It is made as wicked as ineffeHual :■ 
it being accompanied with fo great Immoralities^ 
%s grofs Idolatries^ together with other very ijnpi' 
cus Pra£tices : whereof 

Firft, Their fverjhipping oflpiages is a notorious 
Inftance ; they making Pidures of Chrift and his 
Crofs, and even of the Holy Trinity, and giving • 
(as they thcmfelvcs profefs to do) l.atria or di- 
vine Honour to them. And as for what they 
Jjave, by ftrctching their Wits upen the Tenters, 
. invented 
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Cbap. IV. ^e Defign cf- Cbrifiianity. 1 6)r 
invented to defend theinfelves from the GuHt of 
Id$latij\n thofe AAions, it will do the Heathens 
as much Service as themfelves, and no lefs fuc- 
cefsfully dear, and acquit them from that foul 
Imputation. CelfuSy in Defence of their Idol, 
fays. That they are not Gods, but e%m mfMf*Ah 
Gifts cmfecrattd to them. And the Heathens in 
La^anfitts are brought in faying, Ntn ipfa iimi" 
mus fimtdachra^ &fc. We fear^ or worjhip not the 
Images themfehesy hut thofe tvhofe Refrtjentatrues 
ihey are'j and to whofe Names they are confecratedm 
And feveral other Citations might be produced to 
fhew, that the Divine Honour which was by the 
Heathens beftowed on their Images, was relative 
enly (as the Papifts fay theirs is, and think they 
get a main Matter by fo laying) and not abfobae. 
But as for their Worihipof the Image of the Crofri 
it is grofKr Idolatry than I believe can be ihewn; 
that even the wifcr Sort of Pagans were ever 
guilty of. For the Crofs itfelf is the ultimate 
Term of their divine Adoration, and die Image \% 
worfhipped relatively^ as it reprefents the Crofs. 
In ihort, their Image-worfiyip is as exprefly for» 
bidden by the fecond Commandment as Words 
can do it y and one may conclude that they them^ 
felves are not a little confcious of it, in lAiztThat 
Commandment is left out of their Offices of fre- 
quent Ufc. 

• Secondly, Another plain Inftance of their 7^^- 

btry is their praying to Saints departed^ And 

whereas they pretend that they do not p^y tbem 

M if any 
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Mf 4i^« Hw9wr» mi i)M ibcF <)irt7 f^y to 
Ihe Sainfii t» im3i fv thcflti i this Pc^qcq U but 
a pttiftiUy tkint Go^wb ta bid« tb^ Uobtry oC 
ibitPrtai^e. Foi befideg t|i2|t» their Invocfttton^ 
«f 4rnit wd <if thfijiw&if'»^i too in innumsrabla 
^buM It T^ I>iflt9n/ce9 tach fro«i other, imply 
M OfMmMI oCiydi 91(1 Excdleocy in them, ("fieck 
(iicbaKiimM^4i>ou hardly be at allibort of 
Qmmfaim»} ^ we cw jki where find Qod A^" 
mglMy baa ^oitchiafed to apy Crcamr e \ they 
llkeipifc 9VilH» thi^ Prayers taibem ivithProfef* 
£mi of C^ofidMce i«^ diem^ and with all thf; 
miea of In^feoitipi^ in &citd 0|ke^ and in 
fbNieaiet apart lor divine WgcCb^ii aod morcr 
0MI tbey fet i^rtiatlar Saints, over whole O^ 
en^Coiiiitriea (oqe fingla^ o» over diia, aodaa- 
0l)iir over that) aodput iip Petjttona to them Um 
^hw Wit iind. Sv0coiar« Apd the Rfifim Ca^r 
^fm mit hy the Decree oC the Coiincil oC 
Sfvfir% ani pMhlifted by the Pope% Cofl^^maiiflU 
4otfi gj[v^thifiv£ncoiicagement thi|s to do (asr 
AtlattSUbffP of X^'oai (hewed in the. foreKX 
Feit el bia J^ififa0m fim foperf} in *e^ 
WoH«|; ThtSwUm Afff^$ ia ie immat^ 

Mtrit and Pavmr 4^^^ ¥^ kuffrl^^^ tpw B^^ 
purfe t9thi Faimtr «r GrofM tf ihi Saiftix^^ ^ndi^ 

^,, Aod, he adda ibat the Council otTrmt not 
pdy %9, It. 19 foocl to % ta tbor Pngurs^ but 

aUb 
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djbtatkmt jfitftUid toUieirJHr^ Aiidlie6ir«» 
thfrmore remiiids tbem of tbisDiftich in tbe 
€3iivch of St« LetarifU0 ' in Hhm : 

Quniwithoc Timpbtm San^orum corpn-a pura^ 
4 pMui amdSum ^ppU^h fcfare cur a. 

jyiibm this Chunk Samts holy Bodiws ZrV, 

Pr^ titsm^ ilnU ti^^ wkb Hilp would ^ifiippfy. 

So tbtt ofer md above the great Im^tty of their 
fr^nfiU SwUs% dHcovcred in making them in 
liMM kind tqual wilii Chrift, and in derogattog 
ftom the Sufficiency of )m Merits, SatisfadK^ii 
and Interceffion % God being prayed to with Re- 
Haooe oa tbmri aa well as on hisj and through 
than aa well as bma (as may be farther and 
largely ihewn in their Prayers, and chiefly in 
thde to the Blefled Viigint} I fay, befides thia 
gpla btifiiet) of that FraSice^ it can never be 
^uftified from the Cbasge of Idolalry. And by 
wfaatibeyer Arguments they endeavour therein la 
prove themfelves no Id<4aiexs^ it will be no dif« 
ficult Matter by the fame to vindicate the Hea^ 
thena from jhat. Crime in woribippii^ their Hm^ 
mnt^ Haras and deifi^ Emperors. And Sot 
UUneU^. bia Pact, I cannot find that he. aliowa 
of praying to any one but him whom he calls 
1^ /s^nm^ G$d : for» fpeaking of the Honour 

« SeC 9. 
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jyo The De/ign ofCbrifiianiiy. Seft. III^ 
that is due to that Order of Spirits which is im- 
mediately fubordinate to him, and above the 
Damons and Heroes^ all he fays concerning it, 
is, 'that it confifts in underftanding the Excellen- 
cy of their Natures, and in endeavouring after a 
Likenefs to them ; whereas he hath afterward a 
very excellent Difcourfe of the neceflary Obligation 
Men arc under of praying to God. 

But I have not yet inftanced in the worft Part 
of the Popijh Prayers to departed Saints, The 
Biafphemies contained in thofe to the Virgin 
Mary arc fuch as I would not defile my Pen 
with the Recital of any of them, did I not know 
it to be too needful. She is ftiled in their publick 
Prayers, the Saviour of dejf airing Souls ; the Be^ 
^ower ofjpiritudl Grace y and Difpenfer of the moji 
divine Gifts \ one higher than the Heavens^ and 
deeper than the Earthy and many fuch Compella- 
tions as are proper only to fome one Perfon of the 
glorious Trinity, are givfcn in them to her. In 
her Anthem flic is fuppiicated for Pardon of Sin, 
for Grace and Glory. And the forementioned 
learned Biftiop obferveth, that in the Mafs-Book 
penned jf> D. 1538, and ufed in the Polonian 
Churches, they call the BtefTed Virgin viam ad 
vitamy^c. the Way to Life, the Governefs of aU 
the World J the Reconciler of Sinners with God, the 
Bountain of RemiJJkn of Sins, Light of Li^t : 
and at laft (he is there faluted with ^njfveuni*-^ 
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Chap. IV. TbeDefign of Cbrijiiamfy, 171 

ver/a Trinitaiis Mater y Hail thou Mother tf the 
Hofy Trinity. And he adds, that the Council of 
Cottftance in the Hymn they call a Sequenee^ did 
invoke the Virgin in the fame manner as Coun- 
cils did ufe to invocate the Holy Ghojl : that 
they call her the Mother of Graces the Remedy of 
the Miferahle^ the Fountain of Mercy y and ihg 
Light of the Church. And laftly, his Lordfhip 
^Hedges a Pfalter of our Lady^ that has been fe- 
veral times printed at Venice^ at Paris^ and Leip^ 
fuky the Title Qf which is, The Pfalter of ihf 
Bleffed Virgin^ compiled by the fsraphical Do£iqr 
S. Bonaventure, i^c. which confiftetb of the 
Pfalms ofDauidy one hundred and fifty in Nun^ber ; 
in which the Name of Lord is left out, and that 
niLady put in, and altered where it was necefTary 
they fliould, to make Senfc, Therein, whatfo- 
cver David faid, whether Prayers or Praifes of 
God and Chrijiy they fay of the Slewed Firgin ; 
and whether (fays he) all that can be Jaid without 
intolerable Blafphemjfy we Juppofe needs not much 
Difputation. Who would not readily conclude it 
altogether impoffible for any Men 16 invent, or 
approve, nay, or not to have Indignation againft^ 
fuch daring and moft execrable Impieties, that, 
arc not utterly bereft of their Senfes, or are but 
one Remove from perfe<a Atheifls ? There arc 
divers other moft prodigious Sayings concerning 
the Virgin Mary tranfcribed out of the approved 
Books of great Sons of the Roman Churchy ia 
the now ^ited Diffuafive from Popery^ to which 

I refer 
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jy2 !ra# l>eJtgH ^fChriJUamtj. deSt. Ill, 
I rdcr the Reader. And to them I vM add 
foaie^ which may doubtlcfs vie with the worft 
^at we can well imagine were ever uttered, of 
one Johamus Argintusj a prime Catholick Youth, 
which he has expofed to the View of the World 
in a right worthy Piece, treating of the fcfven 
Excellencies of the moft Blefied Virgin. Says be, 
Chri/hes firuit atque ajpdut mmftrat Matri fiut^ 
Cbrift feruttb aad continually admim/hntb to his 
Mother \ and next vents himfelf in a great Fh of 
Devotion to her thus : O ft Ucir$t^ quam EbMer 
me ilB foeium aJjun^erem^ bfc. If H might be 
kwfuly Oh, how gladly tvouU I join myfelfwith him 
as bis Companion I How wilSngfy would I learn of 
him the Way of perfeSlly ferving thyfelfand Godf 
(the Reader anon will not judge bis placing the 
Virgin befireGod himfelf as proceeding from In- 
advertency,) Hew wilSngly wotdd I eafetny mojl 
fiveei Jefus rf this bis Labour I O Lord Jtfitj my 
moft bvefy Saviour, permit me to perform fome Ser^ 
vice to thy Mother ; but if thou vdb not grant mt 
fhiff yet at leaft give me Leave, tbatwbiffl thou 
fervtft thy Mother, I mayferve thee, Am| he tdl^ 
MS afterward, that, God is in other Creatures afier 4 
ibreefold manner, by his Effence^ by bis Freftnce^ 
end by his Power ; hut in the moft BUJfid Virgin 
4tfier a fourth manner, viz. by Identity, or beif^ 
one, and the filf fame with her. Who could thtnfc 
that the worft fiiouM be yet behind ? Let the 
Reader judge virhether it be or not ! He farther 
fays, Thzi her feventb Degree ofExeeUency conj^ 

in 
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m tbisy fMJk Domna Dd^ that fie is the Mifirefs 
of God. Aad then a Line or two after (as if he 
ttbougbt he ha4 noc fufficiently performed the 
Part of a njoft impudent Blafphemer^) he adds^ 
that Jup'a ipfum thronum Dei folium fuum coUa- 
tavitj fie hath ere^td her Seat above the very 
Xbrofu ofQod^ This was a Fellow that had im- 
proved to Purpoie the Prayers he had learned of 
his holy Mother* Surely flie could not find in 
her Hegrt to deny fo paffiooately-devout a Wor- 
Ihipper of the Holy Virgin^ a very conilderable 
Share in the Merits of ber Supererogations : or 
lathec mvf we not think that fhe would judge 
bim &. sf:eat a Saint, as to iland in no need of 
them I and to have of his own tofpare, wheFewith 
to jidd to the Riches of her TreaTury^ for the Re-^ 
lief of tbofe who being conficious to tfaemfelvea 
of being too cold Devotionifts, can be perfuaded 
tago t<^ the Charge of them i 

Have we not now great Caufe to wonder, that 
the Paj^ijlls flynuld take it fo very heinoufly at our 
Hands, that we faften ^)on them the Impotatiott 
of Jtlfilatfj I This very Wretch would have been 
lenfi^le of a9 unfu&rable Abufe, (hoidd one have 
failed bun an IdobfUfi as blaiphemous a one as 
he was { and notwttbfiandiog his having even 
0Mr# ^m i$ifi$i a mere Creature, and advanced 
ber Throne above her Cr#atQr's.---l4oH ! to wha< 
lieigbis of Impiety will Snperftition lead Mc» I 
and haw thick \% that Darknds with which Am^ 
Idiods ihe J^ea ef ber Captives, that it will nol 
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174 fheDeJisnofCbriftianitf. Scfft.lili 
fuffer them W difcertt that Guilt which is flo whit 
Icfs evident than the Sun at Noon. But, 

Thirdly, The grofleft Inftance of the Church of 
Rome's Idolatry we have yet omitted ; attd that is 
their worjhippingthe confecrated Breads not as God*s 
Repr^fcntative, but (vi^hich is far worfe) as God 
hiinfelf, ih the Sa&ameni of the AltOt^ (as they call 
it) and oti other Occafions. This is rio where to 
bfe paraliel'd for the Folly of it, no not among 
the ihoft barbarous and brutifh Nations ; it being 
fbunded upon the mod abfurd, contradidious^ 
portentous, and monftrous Conceit, that ever en- 
tered the Head of any Mortal \ as they have had 
it, to the ConfUfion df their Faces, proved to then! 
by a Multitude of learned Perfons of thfc Reformed 
Religion : who have alfo fo fully, and With fuch 
mighty and irrefiftible Strength made good the 
forementioned Charge of Idolatry^ and of othef 
impious Praflices and Principles againft them^ 
that it is unimaginable how it ihould be poffible, 
that any who are not ftark-blind, ' Or refolved 
that they will not fee, ihould not acknowledge 
them. And as for the elaborate Tricks by which 
they endeavour to juftify themfelves from thole 
Accufations, they may doubtlefs, whenfoever the]f 
fhall have a mind to it, devife others no lefs plau^ 
fible with as little Pains> to make forcing of Virgin^ 
no Rape, lying with other Folks Wives no A«* 
dultery, cutting of Purfes no Theft, robbing of 
Churches no Sacrilege ; and, in one Word, they 
may with as little E^^fcife of their grains inveift 

Way! 



Digitized 



by Google 



Chap. IV. The De/gn of Cbriftianity. i;^5 
Way^ to d6 whatfoever is Inoft flatly forbidden id 
the Ten Commandments, without being guilty 
of tranfgreffing any one of them. 

I might proceed to inftance in very many other 
DoSrincs of the Romijh Church, which by what 
we have faid of the Chriitlao Religion we may 
be perfedly afiured are Anti-Chrtftian ; btit I will 
only add two or three more. As, their aiTerting 
the InfufEciency of the Holy Scriptures for Men's 
Salvation, and denying them to be the fold Rule 
of Faith, and joining with them their own paltry 
Traditions as equally neceflary to be believed i 
and this againft the exprefs Words of St. Paul to 
Timothy, 2 Epifti Chap. iii. where he tells him, 
that the Holy Scriptures are able to make him wife 
unto Salvation, through Faith which is in Chrijl 
. Jefus. And that all Scripture is given by Infptra- 
tim of God, and is profitable for Do£irine,fdr Re^ 
proof, for CorreSfion, for InJlruStion in Righteouf 
nefs \ that the Man of God may be perfe£i, thorough^ 
iyfurnijhed unto all good Works, And their teach- 
ing that the Gofpel is obfcure and difHcult to be 
underftood, even in things necejjary to he believed 
and pra£iifed. Which, as it makes it greatly 
inefficacious for the Piwpofe for which we have 
proved it is defigned, fo it opens a Gap for vile 
Interpretations of any Part of it, and expofes it 
to thePower ofHereticks, and efpecially of the 
Romijh ones, to make it a mere Piece of Wax ; 
which none can doubt, who confider alfo there- 
with their Doctrine of implicit Faith \ and that 
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bther upon which it U grounded^ viz. That of 
the InfaUibiliiy $f tbiir Ciurck : which, as the Je^ 
Jitiu define, is feated in the Pope's Chair. But 
whether it be aflerted diat the Popes ha¥e aik 
iinerring Faculty, or they and their General 
Councils tc^ether, thisDodrine beitog received 
(without the leaft Ground} as UnqueiUonaUjr 
true, greatly hazards, hay, and even mc^fiUAti 
the betraying of Men to the Very worft both of 
Opinions and Pradices, whenibever this pretend^ 
cd infallible Guide (ball be pleated to propofi 
them. And wfaolbever believed it, muft (to ufe 
the Words of Mr. CbUlingW9rtb) be prepared in 
Mind to efieem Virtue Vice, and Vice Virtue; 
Chriftianity Anti-chriftianiiin, and Anti-chriftia- 
nifm Chriftianity, if the Pope fhall (b determine* 
And this Dodrine, Without doubt, is that which 
caufes thofe of die Papijis to fticlc fo faft in iil- 
diy Mire, and to perfift to obftinatcly in their foul 
Errors, who are not detained therein by the Love 
of Gain (with whith their Popes, and other £c> 
defiafticks by the Means of divers of them ai% 
mightily enriched) ot by the dear Afit&ion they 
bear to other Lulls, for the Satisfa£lioo of which 
Ihey are fo eka£tly fitted. Their Dodrines be- 
ing* very many of them, fo ridiciilouily abfurd^ 
plainly falfe, and of fuch dangerous Confequente; 
I fay, nothing elfe, certainly, oould hold the fin- 
cerer Sort of Papiji$ in the Belief of them, but 
this Confidenition, that aiqr o»e litf tbem being 
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let go, their great Dagm of the Churches Infal^ 
iibiliiy muft neceflkrily go to the Ground with it. 
. I might airp ipftance in their bovine of the 
Difpenfation of the moft foUmn Oaths, which is no 
lefs deftru&ive to human Society, than it is to 
piety. And in that of the Pope's Power to ab- 
folve Subjedb from their Allegiance to their law-* 
ful Sovereigns ; and io them add a great Number 
df Maxims of th^ moil famous Ordier among 
Ifaem^ thtje/uits, and Refolutipns of Cafes of 
Conifcience^ which are as wicked and deftru£Uve 
of a holy Life, as the Devil himfelf can well de- 
vife. But to bie employed with Hercules in emp- 
tying the Augean Stable^ would be as acceptable a 
Work as ftirring fo far in this filthy Sink. Who- 
fotver fiiali perufe the Mfftery of Jefukifii^ may 
find more thaii enough to turn his Stomachy tbo' 
it ihould be none of themoft/queamift, and to 
make him ftand aftonifhed, and blefs himfelf, that 
ever fuch loathfome and abominable StufF (hould 
come from Perfehs who derive their Name from 
the holy 7^«x. 

But to haflen to the Conclufion of this Chap^ 
ter^ the moft pure and holy Religion of our Savi« 
our the Church of Rome has defiled with as impure 
and unholy Opinions s^nd Practices; and has taked 
the moft eitedual Courfe, not only to render it a 
feeble and infignificant Thing for accomplifhing 
the Dcfign for which it was intended by the biefTeX 
Founder of it, t>ut alfo to make it unhappily fuc* 
cefiful in fetving the direct contrary. The great 
N My/hrf 
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Mjfttrj ef Godlinefs (be has transformed into a 
grand Mjftery of Iniptity ; and by that Means 
mightily confirmed its profeffird Enemies, the 
ytoji and Mahometans^ in their Enmity againftit. 
And, for my own Part, I ftoold not ffick to fey, 
with Jherroet (when be obferved that the Popifh 
Chriftians adored what they eat) Sitanimamia 
cum Pbilofopbis^ Let my Soul tajte its Pate with the 
Phibfiphers^ ofl aSuppofition I thought that Chri- 
ftianity was fuch a Relrgion' as the Cbtnrcfr Of 
Rome makes it. As much as I admire it now, I 
fhould then prefer that of Socrates^ Plato attd'Cf-^ 
aro far before it; Though I ibhor to imitate 
the Papifls in their devtfifli Uncbaritablencfs^ fo 
f^ as to pronounce them all in a State of- Bam- 
nation j yet I dare aflcrt witb the greateft Confi- 
dence that all who continue in Gommmiioit 
with that degenerate and apoifotie Church, tun 
irrflmte Hazards : and moreover, it is impoflible 
TCKjJmcere Perfons ihould give an expficit and «»- 
dtrfimding Ajjtnt io many of her DoSrines ; but 
whofoever can find in his Heart to pra£fifi upoxt 
thtm^ can be nothing better than a (hameftiily de- 
bauched and a moft immoral Wretch. Nor is it 
conceivable what fhould induce any to eicchange 
'l!tie Reformed for the PopiJbRdigion (as too many 
have of late done) who have but a competent 
Underftanding of both, except it be the Defire of 
ferving fomc corrupt Intereft. Aiid we plairtly 
fce^ that the Generality of thofe who turn Apo- 
ftates from the Church of ingbtnd to that of Rome^ 
a are 
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ird filch Pec^ as were a Scandal to us^ while 
thejr continued in our Church : and that Atheifm 
and Popery y are the common San£luarie» to which 
the moft vicious and profane of thia Age betake 
themfelves^ 



C H A P. V, 

The Third Inference* 

^hat tbefe two Sorts of Perfons are very 
fooUfh : I. Sucb as exfeS to have tbeif 
Share is» the Salvation of the Gofpel with-- 
mt true HoUnefs. 2. Sncb^ mucb more^ 
as encourage tbemf elves iy the Grac^ of tbe 
Gofpel in Unbolinefs^ 

THirdly, Inhere is nothing we are mbtt afl. 
furcd of, by what has been dtfcourfed of 
the Deftgn ofChriJHanity^ than that theft two Sorte 
of Perfons are guilty of extreme Fooliflikiefd : 
namely, Thofi that expeSf to have a Share in the 
Salvation of the Gofpel without true HoHnefs : and 
much more,- Thofe that encourage themfehes tytfog 
Grace of the Gojpei in their Unhoiinefs. 
• Firft, Thoffth^ expea to have their Shar^ in 
fhe Salvation of the Gofpel with^t true IMnefs. 
I fear that 'fi^^h People are not cofifiaed within 
-^« ••• * N z the 
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the Limits of the Romjh Church, bujt that a 
great Number of Proteftants alfo may be defers- 
edly accufed upon this Account* But by fo much 
more foolifli are thefe than the Papifls, by how 
much bitter things their Religion teacheth them 
than the Religion of the Papifts. Though I muft 
likewife with great Concern acknowledge, that 
too many Opinions have been unhappily foifted 
into it, which give too great Encouragement to 
a carelefs Life* But that thofe who promife to 
tbemfelves an Intereft in the Salvation purchafed 
hy Jejus Chrifl^ either from their Baptifm, and 
partaking of certain Chriftian Privileges i or from 
their being of fuch or fuch a Sed and Mode of 
Profeflbrs ; or from their fuppofed Orthodoxy 
and good Belief,, and 2^al againft erroneous Doc* 
trintt; or fropi their imagining Ci&r^s Righte- 
oulm^stbeirst and applying the Promifes to them- ' 
felves ; or from their abfiaining from the grofler 
and more fcandalous Sins ; or from their doing 
fome externally good Anions ; 9nd have in the 
mean time no Care to be entirely obedient ; to 
mortify every Luft; and to be endued with an in- 
ward Principle of Holinefs ; that thofe, I fay, 
who thus z&j arc guilty of moft egregious., and 
ftupid Folly, is manifeft from wh^it has been dif- 
courfed of the Dejign ofChriJiianity. 

For we have fhcwn, not only that Reforma- 
tion 6f Life from the PraHUe^ and Purification i 
of Heart from the Uking of Sin^ areas plainly as 
can beaiTerted in the Gofpei to be abfolutely ne- 
cefTgry to give Men a Right to the Promifes of 

itj 
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ft } but aUb that its great Sahation even confifla 
in it : that, Salvation from Sin is the grand De« 
fign of the Chriftian Religioni and that fr^m 
Wrath is the Refult of it. I will inftance in two 
more Scriptures for the fartherProof of this. The 
Apoftle St. Paul fays, Efhef. \u 5, &c. Even 
when tut wer$ dead in Trefpajfes and Sins^ hath h^ 
^uickned us together with Chrijf^ (by Grace ye are 
fofved) and hath raifed us up together^ and made tis 
fr together in heavenly Places in Chrift Jefus: that 
in 4 he Ages to come he might Jhew the exceeding 
Riches of his Grace y in his Kindnefs towards Us 
through Chriji Jefus. For by Grace ye are favedf 
through Faithj (or by the Means of believing the 
Gofpel) and that not cf yourfehesyit is the Gifi of 
God, Where, by the Sahation which the Ephe^ 
fian Chiiftians are faid to have obtained, and in 
die beftowing of which the exceeding Riches .of 
God's Grace appeared, is plainly to be under* 
ftood their Deliverance from their former hea« 
theniOi Impieties and finful PraAices : and fo is 
it interpreted by our beft Expofitors. Again it if 
jfaid, Titm lit. S« J^ot by Works of Righteoufiufi 
which we have done^ hut acceding to his Afercy be 
faved us (how faved us ? it folbws) hy the wa/h» 
ihg of Regeneration^ land renewing of the Hpty 
Ghofl. Our Saviour gives Eafeto our Sin-Ack 
Souls by recovering them to Helilth : and his.Sai^ 
vation firft confifts in curing our Wounds, and 
fecmdarily in freeing us from the Smart occafion- 
ed by them, ^u Petet tAh the Chriftians, that 
by his Stripes they were healedy l Pet, ii. 24, It 
N 3 being 
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beiog a Quotafion out of Ifaiab Vi\u 5. Clemem 
j&Mandrimis^ Stromat* * has this Say'uig to tbb 
fane Purpofe, n vdertifm A « imptw Sips^w o;^ Mvn^ 
W» ^ifiAv, Par dm confifis notfo much in Rnrnf- 
Jim^ as in Hea&ng \ that is, the Pardon of the 
Gofpel ^efly difcovers itfelf in curing Men of 
their Sins; in delivering Sinners fxGtm the Pinveit 
of theoi, rather than from the mere Puniftmem 
due to them. By which Words that learned Fa* 
ther declared that he looked upon the pAdmng 
^ Sin as a more eminent KQl of Grace, than 
the hare Porgivemfs of it, Now, would that Man 
be accounted better than an Ideot, who being 
Ibrely hiirt, ihould exped from his Surgeon peTr 
(t& Eafe.9 while he will not permit him to lay a 
Plaifter on bis Wound? Or that being deadly 
jGick, woMld look tb^t his Phylician ihould deliver 
bim from his Pain^ when he will not take ai^ of 
his Medicines for the Removal of theCaofe of it? 
But of far gr^^ter Folly are aU ibofe guilty, wl»| 
srill not be perii^aded to part with their $insyWi 
jnet hope for the Salvation of their S^^ H^ 
who looks for this, escpefts that which impUes % 
snoft psilpable ;ContrMi£Uon> and is in its own 
Nature impofi&ble, It hjus been fu% enough 
^ewn, that mere Peliverance from Mifirj^ can- 
not poffibly be without peliverance fcom Sini 
and, ^(ur^Jels eternal BldOTedn^^ in tbe£njoy«r 
inentofGod. 

, ^ Ifib.ii* fs 391' * . 
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SeQondly^ But how. mad theo are thofe, wkf 

ivm tbi Grace ef God declared in the Gofpel iatf 

^flfitofmefi, and takie £Qcouragement froxn th« 

^bimdaiQt ^ipflneis and good Will ihercin escpr^iT- 

pi to Sinner^) with the more Security and Bold- 

f)ei^ to commit Sin ? We read of fucb in tt^ 

i^piftle of Sit. yude s and God jcnows there fee 

too many fuch in thefe our Pays. But feeing i^ 

is (o grofly fooli& for Men to hppe to be feved^ 

iiotwithftandii^ their living in the Allowance of 

known Sin39 what defperate Madn^fs is it to bje 

:emboIdened in ungodly Pradices, by the OiFer^ 

XJhrift makes of Pardon and Salvation to them. 

'JThefe ijeciare that they look upon the Dejigfi sf 

Chriftiamty not only as different from what it has 

r})iQen demonfirated to be, but alfo as dire<^ly op^ 

pofite^ anil perfeiftly contrary to.it. Thefe muft 

^not only think tiieir Saviour to be no FrUnd to 

l^pline&, but to be even its greateft Enemy^ and a 

^inifter of Sin and Wickednefs. They make 

,l>im the chief Servant of the Devil, inftead gf 

^oming tQ .dejiroy his Worh^ They make the 

Mhryiian Religion moic vile .by far than that of 

Mahomet ^ } and fuch a Religion, as thofe who 

-Arc not the veiy worft of Men, muft aeeds abot- 

-.flnii\ate. Shill.wefm (fays the Apoftle ^) that Grace 

p^. abound? God forbid! Thofe who think they 

.can.magnify die free Grace of God in Chrift by 

ji^us dping^ AT that thejr sp»y take Encouragii* 

* rjohniii. S. ' « Rbin. vi. 
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ment from it to contiiiue in Sin, make this Grace 
iinworthy of Mens Acceptance, aiid therefore no 
Grace at all. Nay, they make Almighty Go4 
the greateft Enemy to Mankind in fending his 
Son Jejus and his Gofpel among us. Foir iin 
being fo evidently the greateft ofEvilsy \X can be 
no other than the moft fighificant Expreffibn of 
Hatred to us, to encourage us to the Com- 
miffion of It. It is fo far from being Part of our 
Chrijtian Liberty ^ to be delivered from our Obli- 
gation to ali or any of the Laws of Righteoufnefs, 
that fuch a Deliverance would be the moft unfup- 
portable Yoke of Bondage. If any Man can be 
fb filly as to obje£l that of the Apoftle, Rom, vi. 
14. Jfe are not under the LaWy but under Grace : 
let him give himfelf an Anfwer by reading the 
whole Vcrfe, and then make ill Ufe of that Paf<- 
fagc if he can tell how. The Words foregoing 
it are tfaefe : SmJhaU net have Demimen ever youj 
and thefe Words are a Proof of it. For ye are not 
nadir the Lawy hut under Grace : that is, as if he 
.ihould fay. It is the moft inexcufable thing for 
you to continue und^r the pQminlon and Power 
of Sin, becaufe ye ^re not under the weak and 
inefficacious Pabdagogy of the Law of Mofes\ but 
a Difpenfation of 'Grace, wherein there is fiot 
only Forgivenefs afllired to truly repenting Sinners, 
hxit Strength afforded to enable to the fubduingand 
Mortification of all Sin. Our Saviour hath tolil 
us exprefly ', that he came not /^ deftrt^ the Law^ 

' M5|t. V. 
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(that 18, the Mcral Law) but to fulfil it : and that 
Hiovin and Earth Jhallfooner pafs away^ than that 
wejoty or Tittle thereof Jhati faiL And it is abfo- 
Itttdy impoflible, that our Obligation to it fhoujd 
ceafe, while we continue Men. Ail the Duties 
therein contaiped beiog n)o{l nece/Tary and natural 
^efults from the Relation we /land in to God 
and to one another^ and from the original Make 
and Con/litution of human Souls. 

But it is top great an Honour to the DcArine 
of Ifiberiini/m to fpend two Wprds in its Confu- 
tation ; it being fo prodigious, fo monflrous a 
Dofbrine, that it would be almoft uncharitable to 
judge tljat Profelfor of Cbriftianity not to have 
fufFered the Lofs of his Wits who can have the 
leaft Favour for it i flippofing him to have but the 
leaft Smattering in the Chrifttan Religion. It is 
aii amazing thing, th;it fuch a Thought (houid' 
be entertained by fuch a one, while he is not ut- 
terly forfaken of his Intellei^uals : our Saviour's 
Gofpel being wholly levelled at the Mark of ren- 
dering 118 obedient to the Laws of God. Let me 
fpeak to Aich as fo ihamefully abufe our incom- 
parable Religion, as to take Liberty from thence 
to be in aiiy kind immoral, in the Words of St. 
Paul^ Rom. ii. 4, 5. Defpifefl thou the Riches of 
Go^s Goodfufi and Forbearance and Long-fufferingy 
not inotuing that his Goodnefs leadeth thee (or de- 
figns the leading of thee) to Repentance? But 
afiir thy Hardnefs and impenitent Hearty treafureft 

up 
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^ U ihyfi^ Wrath agmnft the Da^ nfWrath^ and 
JUwMon cfthi rigkfous Judgment cfG^d^ &c. 



CHAP. VI. 

The Fourth Inference. 

Tkal a right Underftanding of the DeCgn 
of Chriftianity will give us the true No- 
tion, I. OfjHlifyingFaUh^ 2. Of the 
ImffUatiem afiCbri^s Righteeufwfi. 

Fourthly^ From what bajs been faid of tfae 
D^tgn 9fChriJiianitf may be clearly inferred 
.the true Nvtien ofjujiifyitig Faith^ aad of the Imr 
futatim iffChriJfs Rigbteoufiufs. 

Firft, Qfjuftifying Faith, We thence leani» 
That it is fuch a Belirf af the Truth «/ the Gojp^^ 
as ietifiies m ftncere Refohaian. cfObetHsme unto all 
its Precepts ; or (which m thefaoie thing.) imfili^ 
true Helinefs in the Nature of it : and mQiieov^r 
.that it juftifies ai it does fo. For Airely the Faith 
.wbich intitles a Sinner to fo high aFrivil^gie f» 
that of Jufiificatien% muft needs be fuch as. com- 
plies with aU the Purpofes of Chrift's Cojniag inip 
the World, and ejpecially with his ^r^ffiPiirpoTe; 
^nd it is no Urs necei&ry that it fliould juftify a^ 

it 



Digitized 



by Google. 



itdoesithis; that .is, zs k receives Chrift for 9 
Merdf as well as for a Saviour . But I need not 
now dafttnguiih between ,tbe/e two, there being 
hut a mtimalD'xStx^MiQt between thenx in this 
piatter, ForChrifi (aswasibewn) as he is a 
Saviour^ defigns our HcUmfs : his Salvation being 
chiefly that from the worft pf Evils, Sin-^ and 
frincipalfy confifiing in Deliverance from the 
JPower of it. 

.i have Icarcely more admired at any thing, 
than that any wcrtly Men efpecially fhould be fp 
difficultly perfuaded to embrace this Account of 
Jufiifying Fmtb ^ and fliould perplex and makic 
intricate fo very plain a Doctrine, If this be not 
lo ftek Knots in a Balru(b> I know not what is, 
{ wifli there were nothing throughout the Bible 
left eafily intelligible than this is, and I {hould 
th«n pcQBounoe it cm of tbe plaineft of all Book^ 
diatt^ver Fen wrote, For feeing tbe great End 
lof the Gofpel is to make Mea good^ what Pre- 
leace can there be for thinking, that Faith is the 
C^nJitifiu (or I will *ufi5 the Word Injirument^ ^s 
inq)roper and oblcure as it is) of Juftification^ 
finoe.it complies with only the Precept of relying 
$n Cbriffs Merits for the pbtaining thereof, efpe- 
cially when nothing ia more manifeft than that 
Obedience to the Either Precepts muft go befoie 
Obedience to ihis\ and tbat a Man may not rely 
00 the Merits of Chrift for the Forgivenefs of his 
Sins, (and he is moft prefumptuous in fo doing, 
fflHl ppts fin Affront upon hb Saviour too) till he 

be 
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be (ncerely willing to be reformed. And befides 
fuch a RgUance fs ordinarily to be found among 
unregcnerate, and even the very worftofMen. 
And therefore how can it be otherwife, than that 
that A£f of Faith muft needs have a Hand vrijufti-' 
fyingj and the fpicial Hand too, which diftin* 
euifhes it from th^t which is to be found In fuch 
rerfons. And I add, what good Ground can 
Men have for this Fancy^ when our Saviour has 
merited the Pardon oip our Sins for this End, that 
it might be an efFeftual Motive to forfake them ? 
And can any thing in the World be more indifpu- 
tably clear, than,' if the only MreSi Scope that 
Chriftianity drives at be the fubduing of Sin in us, 
and our Freedom from its Guilt or Obligation to 
Punifliment be the Confequent of this (as I think 
has been demonftrated with abundant Evidence i) 
that Faith invefls us with a Title to this Deli- 
verance no otherwife than as dying id Sin^ and fo 
confequently living to God^ are the Produ£ts and 
Fruit of it ? And feeing that, one End, and the 
ultimate End too, of Chrift^s Coming was to turn 
us from our Inquities, if the Nature of Faith 
confidered ^^juftlfying nriuft needs be made whoUy 
to coniift in Recumbence and Reliance on him, he 
ihall be my jfpolk that can give me a fufficient 
Reafon why it ought only to confift in Reliance 
en the Merits ofChriJi for the Pardon of Sin, and 
not alfo on his Power for the Mortijicatien of it. 
In (hort. Is it poflible that Faith in Ghrift's Blood 
for the Forgivenefs of Sin ihould be the only Aflt 

which 
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ivhich juftifies a Sinner, when fo many plain 
Texts aflure us, that he died alfo to make us 
i&fyj and that his Death was deflgned to deliver 
us from dying in order to a farther End, namely 
to this, that we Ihould live unto him who died for 
us? 

1 will never more truft any Faculty at reafon- 
ing, I can pretend to, no not in the plaineft and 
moft undoubted Cafes, if I am miftaken here. 
And will take the Boldnefs to tell thofe who are 
difpleafed with this Account of Jufilfying Faith^ 
that (in my Opinion) it is impoffible they fhould 
once think of any other, if they ever feriouily 
weighed and well confidered the Deftgn ofChri^ 
ftianity. I inflft the more upon this, becaufe 
thofe Perfons Explication of this Point has been 
greatly liable to be ufed to ill Purpofes by infin- 
cere Pei^bns, and has given infinite Advantage 
to the dangerous Error of AfUinomiamfm. And, 
for my Part, I muft confeb that I would not wil- 
lingly be the Man who Ihould undertake to en- 
counter one of the Champions of that foul Caufe, 
with the Admiffion of this Principle, That Faith 
jujiifiesj only as it apprehends the Merits and Righ* 
teoufnefs of Jefus CImJl : I muft certainly have 
great Lticij or my Adverfary but little Cunning, 
if I were not forced to repent meof fuch an En- 
gagement. 

Secondly, And as for the other DoSrine of 
^he In^utation ofChrijfs Rigbteoufiiefs $ we learn 
from the Defign of Chrifiianity that this is the true 
, , ExpH- 
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Explication of it : n-^irtely, That it confilts irt 
dealing with ftncerelj rrghteous Perforys', as rf 
they were perfeSfly fd, fof the Sake of Chrift*iy 
Righteoufnefs. The grand Intent of the Gofpcl 
being to make us Partakers of an inward ztii real 
Righteoufnefs j and it being but a fecondary one 
that we fliould be accepted and rewarded as if we 
were- comfkiely righteous ; it is not poffible that 
any other Notion of this Do£lrine fliould have 
any Truth in it. For, as from thence it appears, 
that there can be no fuch Imputation of Chryi's 
Righteou&efs offered in the GofpeJ, as ferves to 
make Men rcmifs in their Profecution of an in- 
ward Righteoufnefs \ fo is it manifeft likewife, 
Thctttbut Do&rine is defigned for a Motive to 
^Ickcn and excite Men in tkeir Endeavours ^- 
ter foch % Righteoufnefs as this is. S». far is it 
{tOTti tending to caufb in us a<i uodervakiing and 
flight Efteem of it^ that, as fure as that the ukU 
7meB>efign af Chriftianity is to endue: us wtdi it, 
il muft be intended for no other Poipofe but to 
farther and- promote that Bufmefs : Itndit is ef>- 
fg^al^tliereunto in that Manner^ that we ihewed 
the €3cceeding greM afed precious Prormfei of llwt 
Gof{3fe!'tiVe; • 

fitrt becaufeboth tbefe Potntfe are difcuflfed in 
my Trcatife in titled the Principles and Pra^iceS uf 
certain maekrate Di^iteSj &c. I have fsid* fo little 
of Aeypriwrr, and will protecd nO farther Ott tbis^ 
' tut refer the Reader tbithcr, and to- other' mwch 

more 
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chap. VII. The Dejlgn afCMftiamty. ijfr 
nfiore elaborate Difcourfes for his ftiller Satis- 
fadion. And indeed it was enough for me in 
this Place to (hew. That the Notibn laid down 
in that Book of each of thefe Doctrines, evident* 
ly follows from the Propofition^ which is the 
SubjeA of this Book. 



CHAP. VII. 

The Fifth Inference. 

That we learn from the Defign of Chrifti- 
aoity the great Meafure and Standard^, 
whereby we are to judge of DaSrines, 
How we are to Judge of the Truth of 
DoSrines. 

V 

Fifthly, we learn from what Bath been faid of 
the Defign of Chrinianityy what is the grtOt 
Meafure and Standard whereby we are to judge of 
DoSfrines j both whither they are true or falfe^ an^ 
in what Degree necfffary to be received or reje^ei, ' 
Firft,.wc undcrftand how to, judge of thtf 
Truth of Doflrines. Wc n ay be certain that, 
feeing the Defign of Chriftianity is to make Men 
Holy^ whatloever Opinions do either direSHy^ or 
in their evident Confequences^ obftru£t the promote 

ing 
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21 neD(/^iffChi/fiaffity. Soft, lip 

ing thereof, are abfolutely {tt\ki .and with i^ 
great Peremptorinefs and Confidence as they maj^ 
be, by fome who call theipfiplves Chri{{ian8, ob7 
truded upon iis, they are not of Chrift, nor any 
Part of bis' Religion. And thofe which do ap^ 
fear to us'todifcourage fronji ferious Endeavours 
after Piety and true Goodnei^, we ought for that 
Reafon, while we have fuch an Opinion of them^ 
fnoft vehemently to fufpe£t them. For it bcrngj, 
the Bufinels of our Saviour's coming into, the 
World, or of his blefied Gofpel, eiFeauallytc^ 
perfuade us to ufe our uttpoft Diligence io iii.b-. 
duing our Lufts, and qualifying .our Souk by 
Purity and Holinefs for the Enjoyment of Go^ 
amd to make our. Endeavours fuccefsful for tiu^. 
Purpofe ; we may be afliired that he hath no(. 
cither by himfelf immediately, or by his Apoftles, 
delivered any thing that oppofes this De/igii. . If 
(fays St. Paul^) I build again tie things that I de-^ 
firtjed^ Imakemyfelfa Tranfgrejfor : and no |^i^*. 
f^ho has b him the leaft of a Chriftian, wiU!^ 
dtafee fufpe^ that the perfectly if^. as well as' 
Ai^^Jefus (houid.fo manage the 3ufioefshe has 
littd^rtalcen, as what he builds with one Hand, . 
to pCiIl down with the other \ .and /iruftr^te that 
Oefign byj^^ DodHnes v^hicli he promotes .b/. 
fibers, 

^ThofeDo^rines,^on fhe other Hand, which.. 
ilffdieir own Katiirc cvidentlyjcj)4.to the.fc^vjng^ 
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of this Defign of Chriftianity, we may conclude* 
arcinoft true and genttine : and for tfaoTe wbich^' 
upon our ferious Confideration, we are perfuaded 
do fo, we ought upon that Account to have a 
Kindnefs, and to believe them df an higher than 
buman Originals And therefore tfaofe which ^ve 
the raoft honourable Accounts of God^ his Na- 
ture^ and dealing with the Sons of Men; that 
moft magnify his Grace, and beft vindicate his 
Holinefs, Juftice» and Goodnefs, commend thtm*^ 
iUves to our Belief with infinite Advantage : b^ 
cauft the ^m/l worthy Gokiceptions of the Deity 
are exceedingly belffid^ and alfe n$te[Jiry^ to the 
loving of God, and ferving hln^ as becomes us^ 
and have a mighty Influence into the ordering 
and Regulation of our wbote Mtfn \ as might be 
largely (hewn» 

Thofe DoArines, again, that Unoft difoOUntc^ 
nance all Sihs both againft the firft and fecond 
Table, and beft enable to anfw^r all Pleas and 
Pretences for ^ecuri^ and Carekflhefs } that are 
moft agreeable to the innate Didates of our 
Minds> and leaft gratify and pleafe our carnal 
Part ( we may from the Confideration of the Dt^ 
Jign QfCbr^imt) be greatly perfuaded of their 
Truth. 

And, on the contrary, Thofe wffich are apt to 
iafiil into Ment Minds any unlovely Notions « of 
the Divine Nature^ which difparage his Holinefi> 
oclcCen his Kindnefs and good Will to hisC|ea'> 
ti0n« and the Obligsttionis of tb».Qtnendity of the 
O World 
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194 fieH^ofCbriJUaniiy. Sed.llt 
World to him an4 his Son J^/ms^ snd fo makiT 
hit Grace a narrow and icanty Thing, or that 
iiaturaUy caft any diftionouraUe Refle£tiona on 
any Peifon of the ftioft Holy Trinity^ muft needs 
heja^i* As alfe thofe which make Religion to 
be a mere/j^r Thing, whofly GoiTs TFlfrk^ and 
not at all oury ; or which cramp Men, and per-" 
luade them that they are utterly void of the leafl 
Ability to co-operate with the Grace of God, o^ 
to do any thing towards their own Salvation ; or 
any way whatibever diftourage them from the di- 
ligent Profecution of Bolinefs ; or deprive us of 
liny Help afforded us towards our gaining, and 
Growth in Grace, either by putting a Slur upon 
the written Word, in advancing above it the 
Light within Men^ and in enthujiaftical Pretences 
to immediate Revelations, lic4 Or elie by teach'* 
lag Men to liigbt any one Ordinance of the 6o& 
pel, ifci Or focb Dofirines as tend to introduce 
Confttfion into the Church of Chrift, and to de- 
prive it of aQ Government and Order ; or in 
Ihort^ which give Countenance to any Immora-* 
Iky whatibever ; I fay, as fore as the Chriftian 
Religion is true, and that what we have proved 
to be the Defign thereof^ is ib, fuch Doffarines a& 
thcfe muft needs htfalfe. 
•' What our Saviour fays of falfe Pir6phets> is as 
true of moft Do£hrines, By their Fnuts jt JhM 
hww them: we may underftand whether they 

have any Relation to Chriftianity or no, by the 

1 • rwLMft 
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Chap.^^IL TheI)efign$fCbriftianify. ig^ 
befign thejr drive at> and their evident Confe- 
qucnccs; 

And I may add> that we may make a flireWd 
Guefs what thofe particular Ways and Modes 6f 
JHeligioH are (which the various SbAs we are 
cantonized into have efpoufed to ^hemfelves, and 
are fo foAd of) by the pfoper and moft dlffih- 
guifliing Eftefts of themi tf we pertcive that 
they make the great Sticklers for them; to difter 
from others chiefly in Unconcerncdnefs ibout the 
moft important and fubftantial Duties of i^or^//- 
ty ; and in laying the greateft Weight upon cer- 
tain little Tnfles s and placing their Religion in 
tnere Externals j or that the things whereby they 
are moft peculiarly diTcrimiaated from other Fo^^s 
are fpiritual Pride, and foad Conceitednefs pf 
themfelvesy aiid a £erce dr fcornful Behaviour 
towards thofe who approve hot of theiir Way j 
Uncharitablenefs, MoroJity, and Peeviihifefs ; a 
feditious, ungovernable, and untameable Spirit, 
tfj:. I fay, if we obferve fuch as thefe to be the 
tnoft diftingui(hing EfFeds of their feVeral Modes 
and Forms, we have fufficient Reafon from 
thence alone greatly to prefume^ that th«ly have 
not the Stamp of Jus ChriJIianutH upon them, 
that they are not of Chriftj but of their own In- 
vention. The Wifdom which is frohi Above is 
.^ife another thing, and begets pcifeftly other 
kind of Fruits ; as fllall be (hewn hereafter. 

But to return. The Dejign of the Go/pel is (as 
Was fdid) the grl^at Standard by which we are 

O 2 t^ 
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t$6 TBe Df/igH 0fCi^i^ty. Sfca.lir. 
to judge of the Trutb of Opinions : there who 
fiim to us to oppofe this Defign, we are bound 
to fy^^y becaulb thqr do ip i bat thofe which 
€tfparmihf d$ this^ we muft with heartieft Indig- 
nation rejeift. A»d though ive (hou^ meet wii^ 
ioBie Places of Scripture that at firft Sight may 
ftem to favour thenis we nmy oot be ftumbled 
upon that Account, but be confident that what- 
soever is their true Meaning, as fure as^they have 
God for their Author, they cannot poffiUy patro- 
nize ainy fuch Dodrines. 

And, laiUy, in examining which of two Qpi« 
nions is true,, that oppofe each other,' and do 
ftem to be much alike befriended by the holy 
Scriptures, it is doubtlefs a voy fafe Courfe to 
dinfider as tmpiuttaUy aa we can, which tends 
moft to ferve the great En4 of Chriftiaaity, a^d 
toi.prcfer that vv^ich we anp pcduaded^ does fcf^ 
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aiap.Vni. TieD^ ofOkifiianUy, 4^7 



C H A P. VIII. 

How we are ia Judge of rt^Neceffitjr ef 
. Do^rines^ either to be embraced or re- 

jeSed. AbriefJ)if€Ourfe of the Nature if 
. Pi^/fl/i Fundamental. How we may knov) 

^whether we embrace allfucbj ^nd wbe^ 

tber we bold not any d^ruffive 4md 

damfkMe Errors. 

SEcondly, "I^ Difign^fCMfliap^isthtgreM 
Mtafun whereby we are'tojudgefy-asofthe 
Trtab^ fe fljfo of the NMjJay ^DUhimi^ oAmt 
ts bi efnktactd or r^i&ei. , . » . r 

Firft, We may thereby underftand, in wh^ 
Degree we ought to efteem thofe neujfarj to he 
hj all reci^vidy of which we ourfelves are xon-^ 
vinced of the Truth ; or, which of fuch zx^ fun-^ 
dofnmtal Points of the Chriftian Faith, and which 
not. 

Firft, It is plain. That in the general thofe 
and thoTe only are primarily and in their own 
Nature Fundamentals, which are abfolutdy necef- 
fary to accomplifli in us that Defign. Such, as 
without the Knowledge and Belief of which, it 
is impbffible to acquire that inward Righteoufneft 
^nd true HiDlinefs which the Chriftian Religion 
|Mns to introduce. It is in itfelf atfplutelv necef- 
O 3 fary, 
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{zxjf not to be ignorant of) <ir difbelteve, aiqr of 
thofe Points, upon which the effcfiing of the , 
great Bufineis of the 6o<pet inns neceilarily de- 
pends. The Paitkttlari of thefe I fliall ntt 
flsuid to enumerate, becauie (as will appeac fcom 
what wUI be faid anon) it is not needful to have 
^ juft Table of them: and, befides, any one vrtio . 
underftands wherein the Nature of trutH^lhkfs 
Jiea may be able fufficicntly t» iofoim kimfelf 
what they are. 

Secondly, It it as evident. That thofe Faisif 
of Faith zxtfecondarify Fundsmentaly the Diibdief 
of which cannot conlift with true Hohnefs, in 
thofe to whom the Gofpe^ is (ii Acieotly made 
known ; s^ithough they are not in tl^eir ownNi^*- j 
ture fucb, as that Holinefs is not in feme Degree 
or other attainable without the Belief of tl)eiii>>^ 
And in the Nifmber of thefe are all Aieh Poims 
asareexprcftM withindifputaUeClearneft. Now 
tbefielief of thefe) though it is not ki tt£df any 
more than in high^ or lower Degrees prDficaUt, 
ycft i» it* abblutdy neeefiary from air external ^ 
Catife, m. In regard of their being deKvered 
yMk iiich PerfpiCttitf^ a» that nocbing can caiife 
a^ Man to refoft to admit tbefn« but that whicti 
aiguoB him to be Aark naugbc» and to have fome 
unworthy and bafe£nd in fo doing. But wemitft 
take Notko here, that nothing worded at all 
fioubtfuUy, tan be of equal Neceffity to be re^<; 
jceiyed by allCbriftians; becaufe that inrcgacd.. 
of the DiverAty pf Mens CapaciTjes, Educat^onst 

and 
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ahd other Metni and Adf anugcs, ibme Mtt^t 
may be pi^ly percei?ed by one fo be ddivereii 
ill ^eSeriptures, iMck catmoc be fo by aiiodier. 

And in the tecMd Place» what has been faid 
of fimdm^kmalTritihii i» applicable by the Rule 
of CMffiiriea ID the oppoTite firrvr;^ ai I heed 
Mtfteww 

Now then, would we know whether we ttn^ 
bnce idl thi tkn^bamaah cf Cbriftianity, ahd 
are guilty of no damnable and dtftradive TLtxWt y 
among the great Diverfity and Contrariety of 
Opinions that this Kingdom abounds with (I 
tMnk I may fay) above ail other Parts of Chri- 
Aendom ; our only way ii to examine ourfelves 
impartially after \ii\% manner. 

Am I finarilf mlling to obey mf .Creator and 
Redeemer in oil tkings commanded ly them f Do I 
entertain mid harbour no L^i/i in «v Brea/lJ Do / 
heetrtify endeavour to have a right tinier/landing of 
the hofy StriptuteSy mdihiejlj of the Gojjfely and to 
kntw.wbMt Do^rtnet are delivered there in of-det to 
the bettering of mt Soul by them^ ahd the Dt^ 
region of my Life and Anions according to them f 

if we dan aafwer Atk Que&ione in the AiSr^ 
^(lilitFi } wbatfoever JUi/faies We May labKKtir tia« 
der^ Aey tM be none of them fuch as will undc^ 
aa I be^ia^(e wemay conclude from thenCe^ thil 
tht Dlf/l^n^fGBrlfiiamty h iq fom^ good Mca- 
fare actODb j)lBhed iti us. And whatfoevtr Te«^ 
nto may be accompanied ahd confift with the 
tm hoyt iiXhif ^d i fbfifitbud Cgre io kecff 
' O ^ a Con- 
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t Coofcience yoi^ ^f O^si^ towvr^ i^kmmifi 
Men, we may. be aurtaio frontthfe f^ I^fcQjn|ii 
«f the D^ .£^ ik^Gfi^eh <^«t tbey beknig,f|fi 
to the ^iiidoiii^- cl /mJifmintal BtrfKfifz'x^^ 
obedient TeoEVfur, is the moft iofiUUhje Mfsk^ (of 
any I l:now) of «q ^rfb^x Man ; >p tbat^Mi in- 
dued with it, though be mdj trr^ caniM)! bfi^in 
HiTituL , ' \i. ,' f 

But there will be an Occafion i^lgtirisin^ owe 
anon to this Arg^ment^ rj. 

. ., -.' . .. •:• .-.' n 



CHAP, IX. 

The Si^cth InfeVencc,' 






^battbi Defign of Chriftiamty teiicbes m 
mfbmt Do&rines andPraBices w ^^it^p 
as CBriJioifs^ to pe tiiii/i z^Uf Jqi^j^ 
ag^nft. 

Sixthly, Wa confequently iiu^p:ir%Mt:JMM9^ 

%iahusfar^ qr againft. Of tbofe, fiirety,.f|IMl 
are moft available to the Begettjng an^^l^^r^Cb 
of tnieHoIincls, it is our Duty to.ooopBSi|..<miy 
Iblves moft for theDefence, : and thole ..whjcb 
^ave the g^rditeft Tendency towardi .the unfmr^ 
|eripg pf it> tq^t .()ttrlp]ye8 witti ^e ffwitilft lih 

dufby 
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""^dMef and Yigourigsdnft. ^he fteafon is pl^j^, 
tW^ttfe the yim^r moft p>bnribte tWDe 
Ihe Goipe^ an? fte latt€r do it nioft DiflerviQc. 
St# Jtfdb exhoitrtn-Stetiiird Verfe bfhis Epiftle, 
'i u imt$md iomeflff for the fzxtti which ivas otke 4^- 
-Itvifred to the Saints i that ' holy ' Dd£hine whk:h 
wftt fifft ddiveired by our Saviour, and unam* 
Bioafly by his Apoftles after bim ; which is per- 
"hBdj <:&&tttff to the wicked and abominable 
Po&rines taught by the profane Crew he fpeaks 
of in the next Verfe (and were more than pro> 
haUy the GM^fikks) whieh were tnpin vmntraris^ 
who were hefere orjained U this Condenrnatioriy (or 
whofe Imfeftures firft, and then the Vengeance 
which fliottld be taken of them, were formerly 
written eforferetMhoith by Chrtft^and his Apo- 
ftles) uf^ceBjf Men^ turtung the Grace of God into 
Lafdvioufiieff^ and denying the only L^dGody a^id 
4urLord Jefus Chriji, And we ought to cpntend 
-agamft whatfoever is defigned to overthrow and 
:teke faiefitftuatthat itoofi blefTed DoiSrine^piore 
or left, according as it more or lefs tends fb to do. 
Our XceX ihould be altogether employed for the 
^promoting hfperfmal and realHoEn^Js^ ^nd moit» 
'ly ftfl: the ej^ntialVms of it, and the necej/m 
Means and Helps to it. But doubtIer3 it canpot 
^4te worth our while to lay out any coniiderablip 
Matter df our Heat, either for 'or againft' dottiir 
fklOpinimsy '}dterahle Modes^ Rkes\ix\A Ciratni^ 
glances of KlSgton: ' ^They ar^ f\6t,- things oa 
frki^^i Wuch* Weight ftbay be warrantably laid; 
^y- '•• for 
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X>2 The DiJ^H df Chfi/na»if^. Sea. Uli 
fi>r they' are too weak to bear it, in Regard of 
dseir being fo little ferviceable, or diflbvieeabto 
to the Difign ofCbriftiamty. I fay, cagi^r dcftad*^ 
log or oppofing of fuch kind of thii^» is (to ufe 
the Similitude of an excdlent Perfon) like the 
Apes blowing at a Gloe-worm^ which tforda 
neither Light nor Warmth. Nay, it is no left 
utJurioMs to the Dffign of Cbriftuauiy^ than uafer* 
viceable and ufelcfs, as we have been effefhittily 
taught by very woful Experience. And nodding 
more hardens atheiftically-difpored Perfons, than 
their obferving the Contention of Chrifiians about 
Matters of that Nature ; for thereby they take % 
Meafure of our whole Religion. And befides an 
eager ConcernedneTs about them is too ordinarSy 
accompanied ii^ith a luke^warpi, or rather frozen 
Indifference, concerning die moft importn/ii Potnu 
of ChrifHanity. It is too vifibly apparent to be. 
denied. That thofe which have fuch kfcaiding ht 
Zeal either for, or againft things of m Certain^ . 
and no NeceJJkyy are many of them (as their Pre^ 
deceilbrs thcPbgri/iit were) in the very other Eaa*^ 
treme as to not a few of ihe wtigbtufi Mtitters^f 
Religion. 
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Cfaap.X. TbiDe^ofCbriftianiiy. 203^ 

C H A P. X- 

The Seventh Inference. 

Thai /be Defign of Chriftianity well con- 
Jidered^ will give us greai Light into the , 
jufi Bounds and Extent of Chriftian Li- 
berty. Of compfying wiib tbe Cuftoms 
of our Country^ and thf }FiH of our 
Governors. The great difference be- 
tween tbe Mofaical Jmw and tbe Gofpel^ 
as to its preceptive Tart. 

SEventUyy We may be gxcatly fatisficd, by 
confidcxing the Dtftgn pf Cbrijiianity^ con-* 
cerning tbe jtift Bounds and Extent of our Chriflian 
Lihirty. Fot that being to make Men hfyy it 
may iafely be prefumed^ that fuch things as have, 
neither (Ureftty, nor con(eqiientiaHy> any Ten« 
dency to the depraving of our Soulsy are left free 
to us by our Saviour, either to do them or not to 
do them, as we fball fee Caufe. Whatfoever nei* 
ther promotes noc hinders tbis Defign^ we have 
Reafon to believe is neither injoined us Chriftians, 
nor forbidden us. 

Whatever things are any way mceffary to the 
furtherance of it, muft needs be matter of &t\^ 
Duly > and what are fo profitable thereuntoj that 

the 
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die Omiffion of them makcB the efFeding of tfab 
Defign more difficult, cannot but be $rdinarify to 
alfo. Whatfoever is in its own Naturey or by rea* 
(on of fome Gircumftance^ inftparahhf adhmng U 
ity a mciffarj OccaHon of gratifying fome one or 
ot^er corrupt Afledion, zxA ihai^ by this doiqg 
of which we ihall certainly defile our own Soi«r% 
or the Souls of others, either by drawing them 
thereby /^ or hardening and encouraj^ng them in 
, ahy^ Sin (whkh is that our Saviour me^ns by 
0Jfending or fcandati%ing little cmty and is fo fe- 
verely forbidden by him, and alfo by the Apoftte* 
In the eighth Chapter of the firft EpiiUe to the 
' Corinthians) can be no other than abfolutely unv^ 
, lawful : and whatfoever is forefeen to be zprobabk 
OcddTion of |ny one of thefe Milcfaiefi^ muft alfp 
be cartfuliy avoided by us. But thofe things 
which are none of all thefe, cannot be otherwtie 
thaii perfefily indifferent under the GofpeL 

And therefore whatfoever of foch are- com** 
iHicnded by the Cuftom of the Places we live ihi 
er commatided by Superiors, or made hj anjr 
Circt^itance convenient to be done ; ourCbri-* 
ffian ^Liberty ronfifts in. this, that we have Leave 
CO do them. And, indeed, it is fo far from befaig < 
SIfi to comply^ with our Countrymen and Nei^* 
bours in thiiir plainly innocent Ufages arid harmi 
k& Cufloms, or with the Will of our Governors 
when they cbmmand us fitch things 5 that it 
vroiild be fo^to refiife fo to do. For our refttfing| 
to cbmp^f with either of thefe can faardiy pro^ 
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coed from any thing better than a proud. AtkSUf 
lion of Singularity, or at heft from fupef (litious 
Scrupulofity ; • which, in calling it fufiir/litiousj . % 
intimate to be evil, as much of Confcience as 
thefiTiinay be in it* Tot Superjlition in^plies a. 
^ngbtful or . over-timorous Apprebenfion of the 
Deity, and amfequently an unworthy Concep- 
Cioa thereof, as the Gretk Word An^iJ^iojrU ^gni- 
fieth. That which makes Men fuperflitious^ is 
|iich an Opinion of God as reprefents Jiim a very 
angry and captious Being, hot yet fuch aonc 
too as may be atoned and pacified by a great 
Care and £xa£lnefs in certain little Matters, in 
Performances and Abftinences of aa infignificant 
and very trivial Nature. 

> Now the ancient Author of the Epiflle to Diog^ 
mtus acquaints him, that Acprimiiive Chriftiam 
were no fuch fqueamifli or conceited People^ as 
to live in a different way from.^hofe among whom 
tfacf inhabited ; and fays that th^ diftinguiihed 
themselves from their Neighbours and other FoUoH 
vn ^mif 8n i8v» neither by civil CufiomSf xpsr, m 
certain Language^ (or Phiafes or Tme) fr$per i9 
thimfihei \ mr that they affe£hd to, make thdnfkhm 
notijiid iy any:Pe(Culiarities (that is, io harmlcft 
Maitters) as a fooliOi Sed among ourfelves^ aad 
fome other fanciful People, now a-Days do. 

I defign not here fe tedious a Work, as thai 

of examining Particulars by the Rule we have 

^iven, but only to fhew in the general that we 

may be fatisiied concerning the B^^ rf ntr 

4 Chri^ 
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CArlflhn liberty by well weighing the £>^» ^ 
driffianityy and may uiiderfland what Idhd of 
tilings muft needs be free to us tinder theGofpe)^ 
difpenfation) and what not] leaving it to the 
Reader to make Application^ and confider the 
Nature of Particulars by comparing them with 
this Rule. But I prefume I need not mind him ; 
that I fuppofe all this while that whatfbever Is 
plainly commanded and forbidden in the GofpeU 
muft be done and forborne by him, though he 
ihould not be fagacious enough to difcern how 
every thing there commanded is ferviceable, or 
forbidden, is injurious, to the Defign of Hohnefs : 
for furdy none can doubt, but that they ought to 
underftand me, in what I have aflerted, to h^Ve 
this Meaning only, viz. That, as to thofe things 
which theGofpel fpeaks nothing in particular and 
clearly, concerning the beft Courfe we can take 
in order to our knowing to what Heads to refer 
them (whether to that of things eommandei^ or to 
that of forhiddeny or to that of indifferent things) 
is to examine them by this general Rule, vit^ 
Th Defign of Chri/Hanity, 

But to conclude this. The great Difference 
between the Mofaical Law, and the Gofpely as to 
its perceptive Part, is this. That by the former 
a vaft Multitude of perfeftly indifferent things 
were- impofed, and many fuch alfo prohibited : 
Vut by the latter ^ only thofe things are injoined 
that are In their own Nature of indifj)enfable Nc 
* c^ty, or fuch as are Means and Helps towards 
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them : and there is nothing thereby forbidde% 
but it is (bybecaufe it is Evil j and is not therefoe 
Evil only becaufe forbidden* There is nothiij 
cither commanded or forbidden in our Saviours 
Religion^ biit» as it is in ordef to our Good, fo|i 
it in order to fucb a Good too as coniifts in ie, 
Reformation and Renovation of our Lives M 
NaCurea. i 

$a thai) I fay) our paft Difcourfe conceripg 
ibi Pififf^ rf Cbrijlknity may give us great Ight 
aa tQ the Knowledge of what kind of t|ungsJw<e 
(hat are unjjer the G^rp^l-dirpen&tiqny vugi^^t 
and are Matter of necejfary Duty ; muft mdv^ 
and are Matter <tf Sin ^ and my do^ or Ua^un^ 
4hm virithout Sin« 
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CHAP. XI, 

The Eighth Inference. 

%/ if is the mfi unacccuMtahle thing to da 

ibat wbicb is efentialfy Evil^ in Defend 

cf the Cbriftian Religion^ or of any Opi^ 

nums prrfumed to be DoBrines relating M 

it. Tbe Pope and Cburcb of Rome moft 

highly guilty in this Particular, jlnd not 

xfew oftbofe who profefs Enmity agait^ 

^opery too liable alfo to tbe fame Charge*, 

Eighthly, It may be plainly inferred from what 
has been faid of tbe Defign of Cbnftianity^ 
Thi it is tbe moji Jlrangly unaccountabli thing for 
Mi in Defence or Favour of that Wof of Reli^ 
gio9. which they take to be moft truly the Chfijiian^ 
or i any Opinions that are prefumed by them to be 
Dotines belonging to ity to do that which is ejfeu^ 
tial{ and in its own Nature evil. For thefe aA 
quit contrary to tbe Defign of the Chriftian Reli* 
^f^and foconfequently, do what lies in them 
to fj^ it» and render it a vain and infigni&ant 
thinjby the Courfe they uke for the Advance* 
menof It. The Pope and Church of Rome are 
horrly guilty of this Madnefi ; they doing thi^ 
mofliainly vidotis and immpral AS^on^ ima« 
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ginable, to promote the Intereft (as they pretend) 
of that which they call the Caiholkk Faith. For, 
their impofing of their QWirSenfes upon the Word 
of God, and then perfecuting, burning, and damn- 
ing Men ioTrnsit*i}Mc£\nx^xxy theirs as to God's 
Words, can be no better than an A£t of devililh 
t'l'ide, wai barbarous Cruelty. It is fo of the 
Conner, in that it is a compelling Men to acknow*^ 
le^ge their fVtfchm to be fuch as may not b&fuf'> 
peSed in the leaft.Meafurei no not' in Ae Deter- 
minfition of Points which' are the mqft doubtful 
and diiputabte : nay, neither in iuch Opinions 
and Pra<Eiices of theirs, as moft plainly contradi£k 
Abundance of Texts of Holy Scripture* 

>^ moreover,' in endeavouring to force all 
Men to a£t and think as they do in Matters xdf 
Reltgion, they^ with Lucifirion' Arrog^nct ufurp 
the Empire of Almighty God, and fway that 
Scepter over Men's Confciences which i& hispid 
£uliarly. 

And I need not fay, that they are therein lib 
whit lefs £ruel th?in proud. For what greatet 
Ca;udty can there be, than to inflid upon Pebfjle 
the faddeft of Calamities and the horrideft Tor- 
tures (whereof the Inftances arfe ihnilmerable) for 
fuch things as they have no Caufe to think they 
jwe ible to help 5 and for which they haVe alfd 
the greateft Reafon to conclude they "kre not at all 
Bjame-worthy ? I fay, what can be greater Cru* 
elty than tb^ i except th^ir'defigtiing thereby to 
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terrify Men to the owning of Dofh-ines and do** 
ing Adions perfiedly againft the deareft Senfe of 
their Minds, and moft exprefs Dictates of their 
Confciences ; which is an Exercife of no left 
Cruelty towards their S$ub^ than the other is to- 
wards their Bodies, 

And what Villanies have the Pope and his 
Party ftuck at for the Propagation of their RcK- 
gion i Such as exciting Subje£b to take Arms 
agtinft their lawful Sovereigns ; poifoning and 
ilabbing of Princes : the moft barbarous MafTa- 
eres that any Hiftory can give Account of. In 
ftorty whut Frauds and Perfidionfnefs, what Trea^ 
chery, what Impoftures, what Perjuries, what 
Cruehiev arid horrid Outrages, have they thought 
too wicked to be undertaken and perfifted m, for 
Ike Sake of HOLY CHURCH? 

But I would I eoiild fay, that of all who are 
called Chriflians, the Paf^s only are liable to 
Ais Charge ; but, alas, it is too manifeft to ht 
denied, or diffiembled, that dot a few of thofe 
who profefs Enmity to Popery are (adty gu3(y# 
though not efually with the P^ifiiy in this Parti^ 
cttlar. But there is nothing more fetf-evideni 
than that to be of a perfecuting Spirtt, to be 
wrathful and fuf ious, to backbite and flander, to 
be falfe and perfidious, tabe ungovernable, to be 
uncharitable, or in any kind whatfoever unjuft, 
upon any Account whatfoever, is moft ioezcufe^^ 
able and intolerable. For if upon any Account 
fuch things could be lawful, Keligion would be 

the 
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tte moft ufelefs thing in the Worid ; and if the^ 
%rere hwfui upon the Account of Religion oalfi 
It would not be a knore ufelefs and unprofitable^ 
than a mifehievDus thing. And therefore it would 
be too little a thing to fay^ that the CbrifiidfiRe^^ 
tigion itfelf would be unworthjr of our Efteem^ 
as great diings hav^ been faid of it^ if it gave uE 
2«eafe to allow ourfelves in any Immorality. 

But there are none, it more abfolutely or widi 
greater Severi^ forbids, than luch as the (an^ 
mentioned^ Who is n wife Mem and imbifdwitb 
Knowkdjge ammg yeUj (fays St. Jama) hi iim 
fuw ma of a good Comterfiidon bur fForh fmti 
Mtihiifs offfyjomi hu ^ye^kaveiitier&ruf^ 
inp and Sirifi in your HiortSj ^&iry nat^ aai St 
moi €gmn^ tbi trutb^ (that iS) boaft not of your 
ChfiftianWiidaBi, nor play the Hypdiaritet ui 
preeendiag to be fpiritual) ^ Wifiom d^iomidk 
mot from Aom (is not Zeal kiodkd from Heaven) 
4m( ir uaiifyy fmfud^ deyiSfi^ : fot wbtrt Mnop 
andStrifeis^ Aart is Cot^ufimandovtrymlfFiorK 
Bott Sho ffydom Aa$ is fmm aba%n^ is fbrfi fwr$^ 
4hmpHtceMiy gtmUt ^ tafy to bo entroaud^ full 
vfMtrcj and good Fndts^ without Partiality ^ and 
vriAout Hypocnff : ami the Fruit of Righto$ufnefi it 
fown in Peaa^ of Vfnn that mate Poaci^ James iii* 
13, to Ae End. 

And St. Pauluih the Gatatians^ Chap, iv* 22» 

^3. That the Pruit of tie Spirit is Love^ Joy^ 

Peace^ Lof^-fitferingi Gwttbnifi^ Gdodaefsy Faith^ 

Meekmfs^ 'Tetn^omoo^ And he leckons among 
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212 The DefigH of Cbriftiartity. Sea.III; 
the Works of the Flcih, Verfe 19, 20, 21. not 
only Adulterjy Fornicatimy UncUanhefsy Lafctviouf" 
mfsj Idolatry^ Witchcraft^ Herejies^ Murthers^ 
Drunkermefsy Reveling : but alfo, Hatredy Vari- 
ance^ Emulations^ Wrathy Strife^ Seditions^ End- 
ings ; and fays, that they which do fuch things 
(fueh as thefe as well as the former) fhall not in- 
herit the Kingdom of God. And adds, Ferfe 24. 
that They which are Chri^s^ have crucified the Flejb 
ufitb the Affections and Luftsy that is, the fore* 
ging, and all other. 

And it appears from what has been faid of 
l3^t Defign of Chriftianityj that the Gratification 
of any of thefe AfFe£tions is fo far from becomr 
ing lawful, or more warrantable, by being yieldr 
cd to for the Sake thereof; that it is rendered the 
more wretchedly foolifli, and unaccountable by 
this means. For thus to do, is to be irreligious 
to promote Religion^ to be Unchri/lian to do 
Service to Chri/iiam^ ; and therefore to go the 
dire&eft way to deftroy ity by the Means we ufe 
for Its Preferv/ition. And wc do our particular 
Opinions and Forms of Religion more Mifchie^ 
in alienating the Minds of others from them, by 
fuch wild Expreffions of Zeal, than their Advert 
faries will be able to do, by all their Attempts 
againft them. And laftiy, thus to do is to op- 
pofe the Intereft of our Religion to that of our 
Souls f and to caft thefe away in the Defence of 
that : as appears from our Difcourfe in the fecond 
Sedion. Bui what Ma^dncfs is like to ^his i 

. . CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

The Ninth Inference. 

That it is a moft unwarrantable thing for the 
Minifiers of Cbriji to prefer any other 
Dejign before that of making Men really 
righteous and holy. That this ought to 
he the whole Dejign of their preachings 
That it is of as great Cencernment that 
they promote the fame Bujinefs by their 

' ConverfatiouSy as that they do it by their 

• DoBrine. Infinite Mifchiefs occafioned by 
the loofe Lives of Minifiers. Several In- 
fiances of Prailices extremely blame-wor^ 
thy in Preachers of the Gofpel. That 

. they ought to have a Regard to the Weak- 
nejfes of Perfons fo far as lawfully they 

^ may. That the promoting of Holinefs 
ought to be the only Befi^n of ecckfifiical 
Bifcipline. 

Ninthly, Seeing our Saviour's grand Defign 
was to make Men really righteous and holjj 
it rnuft needs be a moft unwarrantable thing for 
thofe that are his Minifiers to frtfer any other he-- 
fore this 5 for thofe that are intrujted with the Care 
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rf Souls to concern tbemfshes about any thing fa 
much as this. 

It is plainly their Duty ta fubordin^te every 
thing they do, by virtue of their facred Fundion, 
to this \ and to imitate their great Mafter, all 
they can, in the Difcharge of it j to promote Ho-^ 
Mnefs^ as much as lies in them, both by their 
Dofiriae and Converfations ; with all Perfpicuity 
«nd Plainnefs to inftruS: their People in the in^^^ 
difputable Do£lrines of Chriftianity above any 
other ; and to have a fpecial Care to (hew theni 
the Aptnefs that is in them, to the Furtherance 
of Holinefs of Heart and Life : and moft to in^ 
culcate thofe upon them which have the greatefl 
and moft manifeft and immediate Tendency to 
it : to ipfomi them of their whole Duty relat- 
ing to God, their Neighbour, and themfelves 
impartially I to prefs them to the Performance of 
them with the greateft Affedion and Fervency 5 
suid to back on their Exhortations with the moil 
prevalent and inforcing Motives ; the moft ratio- 
nal and convincing Arguments ; couragjoiiil/, 
1)ut with a Difcovery of tendereft Compaffioo to 
Sinners, to reprove all Sips without Exception i 
Und faithfully to fhcw the Danger of living in any 
one whatfoever, And to do thus, not only in 
fubUcky but, aa there is Occaiion, in private aU% 
and readily tp ^ff^lv^cip aU Opportunities for that 
^urpofe. 

Thus (as has been ftewn) our Blc^fled Saviour 
Ipent bi$ Time» a»id that it is the Putjr of his Mi- 
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nifters to come as near as they can, in their Pr^. 
tice, to him, is out of Queftion : and thus alfp 
did his immediate Succeflbrs, the Apoftles* em-^ 
ploy thcmfelves -, as might be largely made to apr 
pear. They preached the Word, were inftantboth 
in Seafon and out ofSeafon^ they reproved^ rebuked 
and exhorted with all Long-fuffering andDo£hrine\ 
according as St. Paul charged Timothy to doy in 
the moil folemn and fevere manner : even brfon 
God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift^ who p>aU judge the 
^ick and the Dead^ at his appearing and his King- 
dom. And that Charge, by Parity of Reafon^ 
muft concern the whole Clergy ^s well as that 
Bifliop. 

And as Chrift and his Aperies taught Men by 
their f^ivesy as well as Doiirine^ and encouraged 
them to the Performance of Whatibever Duties 
they conjoined them, by their own Example ; lb 
it cannot but be oi infinite Concernment that aQ 
who haj/e the Conduct of Souls committed to 
them fhould do the like, St. PW^ exhorted Tt^ 
niothy * iirft to take Heed to himfelf^ and then ta 
fhe DoSlrini ;. and the former Advice was of no 
whit left NeceiHty and Importance than was th> 
latter. For (as woeful Experience aflfures us) 
^ Minifter of a carelefs and loofe Life, let h|s 
jParts and Ability in preaching be never fo great, 
nay, though he fiiould behave himfelf never fo 
faithfully in the Pulpit, and be jealous again/l 

• I Tim. iv. i6. 
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the very Vices he himfelf is guilty of f which 
would be veqr ftrange if he (houki) muft needs 
do more Hurt incomparably, than he can do 
Good. And though (as fome of them will tell 
them) it is the People's Duty to do as theyy2r)r, 
and not as they A; yet is there nothing more 
impoffible than to teach theip eiFedually that 
LdSbn. Mankind (as we had before Ojccaflon 
to ihew} is mightily addi£ied to Imitation, and Exr- 
^mpks (efpecially thofe of Governors and Teach- 
ers) have a greater Force upon People ordinarily 
than Inftru^ions have ; but chiefly bad Exapiples 
(in regard of their natural Pronenefi to Vice) 
ihMigoodlnflru£iiqns. Had not the Apoftles ex-p 
prefled as great a Care pf what they did^ as of 
what they faid^ how they lived as how they 
preached^ Chriftianity would (without doubt) 
have been {q far from prevailing and getting 
Ground as it has done ; ths^ it could not have 
long furvived its Bleiled Author, if it had not bid 
€i£eu to the World with him. Moft Men, do 
what we can, will judge of our Sermons by our 
Converfations, and if they fee thefe bad, they 
will not think thofe good ^ nor the Dodrines 
contained in thepi pradicable, feeing they have 
po better ££Fe£i: upon thofe who preach them. 
' And belides^ no Man will be thought to be feri- 
ous and in good ^arneft in preffing. thofe Duties 
upon others, which he makes no Confcienc^ of 
pcrforjcping Jiimfelff 

Nay, 
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Nay, every Man's Judgment in divine things 
may warrantaWy be fufpcfied, that is, of a wick- 
j&d and vicious Life. And thofe who are confci- 
ous to themfelves that they are not able to pafs a 
Judgment upon Doftrines, may Hot be blamed 
if they queftion their Minifter's Orthodoxy, 
while they obferve in him any kind of Immora- 
lity, and fee that he lives to the Satisfadion of 
any one Luft. For, the Promife of knowing the 
Truth is made only to fuch as continue in Chri/Fs 
fVordsy that is^ who arc obedient to his Precepts, 
And I add, that fuch a one's Talk of Heaven 
and Hell, are like to prevail very little upon 
his Auditors, or to be at all heeded by the great* 
teft Part of them, while they confider that the 
Preacher has a Soul to fave as well as they. 
And therefore the Love which they bear to their 
Lufts, with the DeviPs Help, virill eafily peifuade 
them, that either thefe things are but mereFidi- 
ons or elfe that the one may be obtained, and the 
other efcaped, upon far ealier Terms than he 
talks of. But as for thofe few in whom the 
Senfe of true Virtue and Piety have made fo deep 
an Impreflion, as that they have never the {lighter 
Opinion of the NecefEty of it, in regard of their 
Minifter's wicked Example ; the Prejudice that 
they cannot but conceive againft him, renders his 
Difcourfes infipid and unaiFeAing to them, and 
{o they ordinarily take all Opportunities to turn 
iheir Backs upon him, and at length quite for- 
fake him. And theii, if they are not as under- 
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Jl(m£ng as well nuaning People, are too eafily 
drawn away from ail other Churches, when they 
have left their own, and become a Prey to fome 
demure, and fairly- pretending Se£Ury. And X 
am very certain from my own Obfervation, that 
no one thing hath fo conduced to the Prejudice 
of 9ur Church, and done the feparating Parties 
fo much Service as the icandalous Lives of fome 
who exercife the minifterial Fun&ion amongft 
iig. The late excellent Bifhop of Downe and 
Qaawr has this memorable Pailage in a Sermon 
jhe preached to the UniverCty at Dublin : If ye 
hmm hurnittg andjbining Lights ^ if yi do not der 
Uin tbi Truth in UnrighUaufnefs^ if ye walk in Lighi 
and live in tbi Spirit y your DoSirine will h true^ 
md that Truth will prevail: hut if you live wick" 
gfiy und fc0ndakujlyy every little Schifmatick will 
pHt ypu t^ Shame, and dnnv DifcipUs after him, 
emd abufi your flocks, andfeid them with Colocynths 
Qfid Hemlock, OT^d phu Henfy i^ the Chair appoint-^ 
4^ fir your Religion^ 'Qxxt to haften to the Dif- 
mt<;b of thi9 unplpaiant Topick ; wicked Mini<- 
fleicj} 9ft loi ^11 odier UMivers the ntoft fcandalous^ 
^ they Ifiy the greateft Stumbling-block, of %ny 
ivJutfeeiver, before Men's Spuls ; and what our 
Saviour faid of the Scribes and Pharifees, may in 
an cfp<:q9l Manner be applied to them,^ vi^., that 
$pey will nt^er enter into Hiov^i thimfelv£s, nor 
ffi fufftr them that (tre entering to g9 in : fo f^ 
are they (fpm faving themfelves and thofe thgt 
hea^ theov £ut I would (a Go<|j fuch would 
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well lay to Heart thofe alarming Words of our 
Saviour^ Jjiif xviL i» 2» // is imp^tble but thai 
Qffinm wiR C9mi 1 hut Uio$ unU tint through whom 
4hey4$m€: it vmrd tatif for him that a Mi^^i¥ 
wen hanged about in$ Neck^ and he lafi into the 
Seat &^« And tbofe Words are not more effedual 
to/car^ th^eai, than are tKefe following of Tulfy^ 
though a Heatbeoy concerning vkioua F^iloTo* 
phers, to Jbame them into a better Life : he hjf 
in his Tnjinla^ ^ffions^ the fecond Book, ^na- 
gnjquiffue Phihfcfhi^mn inpenituTj q^i Jk ixa mor 
ratusy ice. IVheU one ofmanf Philo/ophers is thereto 
whofo behcam bimji^<^ and is rf fa^ a Mind and 
JJfe^ as fUaJon requires % which accainas his Doer 
trim not a S^ 9/ Science hut a LawofL^e^ 
which obeys himfolff and is gofoemedby his awn 
Preceftsf Wf ma^Jeefmtfo light and vain^ that 
it would have been better for them to be wholly ^-> 
mcrant^ and n^vn to haiut learned anj^ thing i others 
jo eovetous of Montf^ tbir/fy rfPraife and Honour^ 
and mof^ fitch Slaues to their Lsj/isp -ut cum eoi- 
mm vita mirahiUter pugnet oratio^ Tint their 
jLives wftrvellmfy ^ntra^^ tbeir itoffrim. 
Quod ^dem mitei videtur efle turpiffimum, &;;• 
fP'hJd^to mejemt tho moji fiklg and abominable 
thing. Por as he which ^ofeffiag himjelf a Gram- 
fftfirianfpefikbarharmffif^ aniwbo bni^ dejmus to 
ho aummtid a Ab^foajo fings out of Ttme^ is fi 
mvA ^ nore Shamt-worthj for his bmg dtfeSliw 
in that tho JinowUdfe and SAill ^ which hi (trrpr 
f0o^ t^ hinifflfyjo aPfHU^phft in xatiooe vitip 
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peccansy mt/carrying in his Manners^ is in this Re^ 
fpe£l the hafir and more wretched Creature^ that 
in the Office of which he wiU needs be aMafter^ 
he does amifs ; artemque vitae profefTus delinquit in 
vita, and profejjing the Art of well- livings dr of 
teaching others to live well, is faulty, and niif carries 
in his own Life. Could this excellent Heathen 
thus inveigh againft wicked Pfailofophers, what 
Satyr can be tart and fevere enough for ungodly 
Minifters of the glorious and moft holy Gofp^ 
of the Uefled Jefus ? I will add one more Say- 
ing of our Saviour's, which he fpake to his Dif- 
ciples, whom he was training up for the Mini-^ 
ftry. Matt. v. 13. Ye are the Salt of the Earthy 
hut if the Sab hath hji its Savour y wherewith 
Jhall it be falied ? It is thenceforth good for nothings 
but to be caft out^ and to be tr(dden under Fo$t of 
Men. 

Well, I fay that the Dcfign of our Saviour 
^nd his Gofpd being to make Men holy, thofe 
behave themfelves infinitely unbecoming his Mi- 
Atfter^iand die Preachers of the Gofpel, who live 
iinholily ; and fo do all fuch alfo (as was at firft 
intimated) as do not above all things endeavour 
the promoting and furtherance of that Deiign. 
And of that Number are thofc who are ever 
afFefting to make People ftare at their high-flown 
and bombaft Language, or to pleafe their Fancies 
with foolilh Jingles, and pedantick boyifh Wit, 
or to be iadmired for their Ability in dividing a 
Hair, their metaphyftcal Acutcnefs, and fcholaftick 

Sub* 
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Chap. XII. "Tbe Defign of CbriJUanily. zii 
Subtil ty ; or. be for their doughty Dexterity in 
controverfial Squabble. And among fuch may thofe 
alfo, and thofe chiefy^ be reckoned, who feek to 
approve themfelves to their Auditors to be Men 
of Myileries, and endeavour to make the plain 
and eafy Doctrines of the Gofpel as intricate 
and obfcure as ever they are able : thefe are (b 
far from endeavouring above all things to ad« 
vance the Defign of the Gofpel^ that it has not any 
greater Enemies in the whole World than thqr 
are. And to them I nxay add fuch as preach, up 
Free Grace and Chriftian Privileges^ otherwifi: 
than as Motives to excite to Obedience, and ne- 
ver fcarcely iniift upon any Duties except thofe 
of believing, laying bold on Cbrift's Righteouf- 
jiefs, applying the Promifes (which are all really 
the fame with them) and renouncing our own 
Righteottfneis, for which thofe who have none 
at all to renounce have a mighty Kindnei^. All 
whiQh rightly underftood, may, I grant, and 
ought to be preached ; but to make the Chri- 
ftian's Duty to confift either wholly, or moftly 
in tbofe Particqlars, and efpecially as they am 
(explained by not a few, is the way eiFe£hjally to 
harden Hypocrites, and increafe their Number, 
but to make no fincere Converts* 

Thofe again do nothing lefs than chiefly pro- 
mote the BuJsnefiofHolinefsy who are never in 
their Element, but when they are talking of the 
Irrefpeftivenefs of God's Decrees, the Abfolute- 
nefs of his Piomires^ the utter Difkbility and per- 

fea 
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±11 ThitoifigHi^Ciri/iiaf^i^. Se<a*Ilf. 
k8t Impotence of natural Men to do" any thing 
towards their own Converfion, CfTr* and infift 
with greateft Emphafis and Vehemence upon 
fuch like falfe and dangerous Opinions. And 
thofe may well accompany and be joined with 
the foregoing, who are of fuch narrrsw^ and 
therefore unchriJHan Spirits, as to make it their 
great Bufinefs to advance the petty Intereft of 
any Party whatfoever, and concern themfelves 
more about doing this, than about promoting and 
carrying on that wherein coniifts the chief good 
of all Mankind ; and are more sealoos to make 
Profelytes to their particular Se& than Converts 
to a holy Life ; and prefs more exaS and rigid 
Conformity to their Modes, than to the Laws 
of God, and the efiential Duties of the Chriftiaii 
Religion. 

Such as all the forementioned hare, doubtlefi, 
little Caufe to exped a well ime good andfaithfid 
Sirvanty from the Moiith of their Saviour at the 
laft Day j their PraAice being fo very contrary 
to that of his ( whofe Minifters they profefi them«> 
fclvcs to be) when he was in the WorH 5 aiiid 
they making Chriftianity fo perfedly difierent a 
ihing from what he made it. 

And furthermore, it is unqueftionably the Duty 
of all the Stewardis of the Myfteries of God to 
take fpecial Heed that they do not by ov^- 
fevcrely infilling on any little Matters, and lih- 
neccffary things, give their People a Temptation 
to conclude that they lay the greateft Wc^t 
4 * upon 
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Chap.XIl. ^heDeJignofChriJliaftity. 123 
upoi^ them ; but fo to behave themfelves towards 
them, as to give them Aflurance that there is no 
Intereft fo dear to them as is that of the Salvation 
of their Souls* And lafUy, to be fo felf^denytng 
as to have a Regard to the WeakneiTes of P^r- 
fons, fo far as lawfully^ and without difobeying 
Authority they may, to prevent their Departure 
from Communion with the Church they belong 
to ; and to ufe all fair and prudent Ways to per* 
^ fuade thofe back again to it, which there is any 
the leaft Reafon to hope are not irrecoverably 
gone away« It being very much the Intereft oif 
their Souls not to continue in Separation ; and 
not of theirs only but of others too, in thait Strifes 
and Contentions, Envyings and Animofities are 
like to be kept sili^e, and greatly to encreafe, 
while Men keep at a Diftance from one another) 
and where thefe are (as it was faid St. James has 
told us) there muft needs be Confufion and ^verj 
ml Work. 

And this is no other than what the great St. 
Paul thought it no Difparagement to him to be 
exemplary to us in* For, fays he, x C$r, ix^ I9» 
tSc* Though I be free from all Men^ yet have t 
madi ngfelf a Servant to ally that I might gain the 
more :' and unto the Jews I became as a Jew^ thai 
I might gain the Jews j to them that are under the 
Law as under the Lawj thai I night gain them thai 
4ire under i^e Law \ to them that are without Lma 
(oro^bferVe not the Law oi Mofes,) as without 
Law^ that tmgbtgain them that are without Law : 
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to the Weak became I as weak^ that I might gain the 
tVeak \ I am made all things io all Men^ that t 
might by all means fai/e fome. TTie Sum of which 
Words amounts to this, That he denied himfelf 
in the Ufe of tiis Liberty t6 gain thofe who were 
nof acquainted with the Extent of it^ and dealt 
with all Sorts of Men in that way which h^ 
thought moft probable to convert them to Chri- 
ftianity, and keep them in the Profeffion of it* 
Not that he (beaked and diilembled, and made 
weak t^eople think he was of their Mind, and fo 
confirmed them in their Miftakes and Follies i 
or had any Regard to the Humours of unreafon- 
able merely captious People, who will be finding 
faults upon no Ground at all : this muft needs 
be unworthy of an Apoftle -, for it is fo of all 
inferior Minifter^, and of every private Chriftian 
too. 

And our paft Difcourfe adlires us at/b, that the 
promoting of Holinefs in Men's llearts and 
Lives ought to be the only Defign of ecclefiafti^ 
cal Difcipline and Church Cenfures : and it is 
eafy to fhew, that if the Laws of all Chrifiiaa 
Churches were framed, and the Execution of 
them direSed onfy^ or above any other^ to the 
Service of this Defign ; or that no Intereft fway'd 
fo much with their chief Governors, as that 
which was (and ftill is} moft dear to the Great 
Founder and King of the Church whom they 
reprefent; and if they were willing to lofe iii 
their little and petty Concern;, that they might 

gai4 
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gain in this p-anJ one, wt fliould ^icklf.fee 
Chriftcfidom in moft lovely and bleiled Circuin- 
ftances*. All People who have apy thing of ^in« 
ccrity, would quickly unite and agree • together^ 
and as for fadious Hypocrites, they would be 
with Eiafe fupprers'd, and put out of all. Capa^ 
city of doing Mifchief. This, I fay, -might be 
eafily fliewn, and plainjy dempnflrated ; but 'tis 
needlefs, as there is nothing in the World mOr^ 
undeniably evident. 



CHAP. XIIL 

The Tenth Inference. 

SnbaS an obedient Temper o/Mnd is an ex^ 
. cellent and necejjary Salification to pre* 

. pare Men for a firm Belief and rigbi Un-' 
derftanding of the Gofpel. That it is fi 
by virtue of Cbrift^s Promife. That it 
is fo in its own Nature. This fbewed in. 
three Particulars^ viz. in that^ i. If 
will help us ter judge without Prejudice 
concerning the Doilrines contained in 
the Gofpel. 2. It will give SatisfaSion 
concerning the main DoBrines of Cbrifti'- 
unity far excelling any that can arifefrom 
Q^ mere 
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- fbi Cdufii ^fBnpr m iktj/k.PdiMswbi^^ 

0ftf €f wtigbHffi JtupfftMiCt*' Six Cui^a 

' ^fjkeb Enofs laid dmn ; and an ^editnt 

ZH/pofition of Mindfiewed to ficure from 

iocbo/tiem., - 

rlothly, IFi kem what Utbe bifi Ten^ tmd 
DiJ^nlm of Mind to bring U th$ &tudf^ «r 
'Cbrt/fs Gojpilj in order to our firm BeUefmd ri^ 
UnJirftanding ofit^ Seeing its Defign is Co make 

TAtn inttfeljf ohedienty and truly hofy^ it is evident 
that a Defire fo to be is the moft excellent and 
neceiiary QuoliKeation fop that Purpofe. Our 
Saviour ray89 John vii. ij. If any Man vnU do 
lis fyrn (or it witting to to it) boJiiaU know ^ 
tffo Do&rim whether it he of Gody or whether I 

fpeak ifngfelf\ that is» in the firft Place, he (hall 
ba diroiigh^ (atisStd coocefning the Truth of 
the Qofpel^ ihall ht ahundantijr convinced that 
^ C^hriftian Relig^ ii no lanpoftaiiri (hat the 
Aii^ar of it ^amt from Heaten^ at bl» declared 
be did, and was Cent i^ Qod to reveal hia WiU* 
$iich aone» when it^comes to he fiij9kiem1y pro- 
yobA to him, (hall heartily embrace the Goipel 

. as containing the true, the only true Religion. 

. And therefore oblerve what he &ys, John viii.47. 
Htthen h ofGod^ hearth God^ JVords; ye there- 

jfnre hear ibemnot^lu^^jkyeearemtef God: ibat 

. i^ as if be (hould fay^JUe wJm ia of an obedient 

Tempeft 
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Temper^ tsai iniKtioiis of domg tbt Will of 
0dd, AmM rccoive tlie DoArim! which iA hH 
Naums I preack tof him s and the Reafon wb]!^ 
you ^icuf, for your Parts, litfuft (b CD Aoyis^it^ 
caufe you are infincere uni hypocritical^ 

It i$ £ud, ildj xiii. 48, thkt as many of tki 
Gentiles at were ftito)y4fr«s (which ia doubtleir^ in 
tbie Place to be rendeneti) Ji/pofed^ or in M fea^ 
Ih'iparidnifs for eUrnal Life^ beRrued \ that is^^ 
Thofe which were Pr^e^s rf the Gete^ ^o 
wtiie admitted by the Jnos to the Hope of cter^ 
jtat Lrfie, and' to have their Portion in the Agi 
to come, without fubmitting to their whole Law^ 
ifer any more tha^ owning the God of Ifr^el^ and 
l>bferving fStitfi^M Prmpii ef Hoah (as Maftet 
Meie hdA learnedly flieWn,) fhefe being deiirotti 
to live godlily, and not prejudiced againll tM 
Ghrifitan Religion^ as the yetvt generally wereii 
did then at Antmb receive the Gofpd upon hi 
(trft being made known to thc!m« And of this 
Sort was CormButf of wKofe Converfton to Chrt* 
iftianity we i-ead before, in Seft. IL Chap. 11. 

Secondly, and confequentFy, this Senfe is aHb 
Iteplied in iht firA cited Word? of ou^ Saviour; 
\«s. That, as he* which is wtlltng to do God% 
•Witt, fludt know that ChriA's Boarine camb 
from him, ih be fliall rightly imderfhind tlnfet 
BoAriiie too. For it Would be to no Purpofe for 
4itm to believe dieG<^pel to be tnte^if his Faith 
be not acconyaai e d with an Ability tb pafi a 
Q^a fight 
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ft2« TbeDe/gH-tfChi/iistity.' Sii6t,nh^ 
right Judgment on tfaa Senfe of^t And rtierefoltf 
be inuft needs be able to diftingftifli between tbie 
PoArine of Chrift, aod that which js^^ falfly ioH 
ppCed at any time upon the. World, as his, and 
fiathered upon him by Ungodly Hereticks; as vfcA 
ts'Tatisfied that what he delivered ^n the general 
is the Will of God. St. Jalmto this fame Put^ 
pofe eApreffes himfelf, i Eptftle iv. 6^ /ft tid^ 
inowetb God (that is, pradically, or is obedient^} 
heareth us % be that is not of God (or isf not wil- 
l^g to obey him) beareth mi us ; hereby know nifi 
the Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error : that 
is, by this obedient Temper we are capable ^ 
^ftinguifliing betwixt thefe two Spirits. And, I 
iay, from the Difign of the GofpeU that being to 
imake Men boly^ it may be prefumed, that whd- 
^ver coniiders it with a Deilre' of being fo^ 
muft needs both believe it to hiive c^ome frohi 
pod, and alfo be enlightened m the true Know- 
ledge of^ atleaft, ali the neceifary Points x>f it j 
and be enabled to give a particular, explicit, - and 
underftaoding Afient to them : fo that it fliall 
^ot lie .in the Power of any fubtiJe Sedii- 
cer to^ rob him of his Faith^ . or to infe£l him 
jwith any Principles that are dioetS^iy deftr\i<Slive 
4to it, or are To plainly in tbeic Confequences ib» 
«s that he ihalj ft^e it, and m^^ that ill Ufe of 
4hem . as to be perfuaded by then> to let go his 
Hold of any fundam^ital Atiicte oflheChrtitiaii 
Religion* •\ ■,- ' , 

For 
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*\For ouF Savioiic fanving lb concerned himfetf 
(m the deftroyis^ of tSio.' in^ns,' and fo make 10 
Partakers bf tfU Hpliliefs, aa to aim at this abovk 
^. things, in 9U ilst did and Aifie^ed in tbe Worlds 
Mtd to mike ij(tiif?;iii^Dle Biifinefa of his Gofpel;: 
yve ;nay be^eriainlhat/ thofe b«n^ Souls that 
x»mfi to tbe;StU5ijt\tif; it> rwith ,a De&re of reapr 
j«g /ii/i Adv^ot^^vby'it^ cannot be left deftkuSB 
#i C^rift's G^<^ ao^^Bldlihg to>make it fuccefs« 
fed to them fur ibat Rurpofe; which lit i$ impo& 
.ifible it ihaiiU b^. without a tbovough Belief of it; 
.^od ^ righK^KO^^^ding of, at Icaft, a4l \xs abTo*. 
luttif neceJla/y, aitd cffential. Parts* Thia w< 
niight be aftired«of from tbati: Corifiderattoo# 
ihojugh tJbere iMefe no Proihife extsmt of that hi» 
Qx^c^ to fuch .w^l-difpoled Propky as there am 
divcirs others- befidves that, wfaicb we have pro# 
^iiced, , , . 

., £pt beikkstbidy a.fincereDerure of being obcii 
4Jient^and ho^ipiuft i^fiei^^o/k/elf very greatlji? 
fli.pofe us/or the Belief a;id. fuflki^ot U'nderftandu 
i9g ^ the Oofpel, and b» yer^r ne<:efiary in or^ 
^ thereunto alfo, , For, ^ .> 

, . Firft, It. will help us to juc(g« wkhdut Pogyi^ 
^^ce coQcemiQg it, apd th^ pafti§u{ar Podfinen 
{herein contained* . He w1k>%. .hearty Pefire it 19 
t9 pleafe Gud in doing his Wiy, wijl be ynbiafle^ 
IP his Judgment)!!! Enquiries .raft.^ it. He knowf 
^at he cannot, make U^at to^ bq X^^u^ >by thj^k{ 
ing one way or other,' v?hic|).vv^.n0tg(^/9r^'fo| 
and that J ruth will be T/uti , VhaitfeexeT. he^ 
v ... 0.3 thinks'' 
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dusks of it: uni Atnfon- iwAws not tbattkis 
or »ittt 019 k fo» andl itoi endett^uri >to iptri 
fiiMfe hiniTelf ikat it cr fe ( but Witl ohly lOMtinine 
what fV b) thai lie may not entertain an ervo* 
aeotsB Per&aiioA. He wBi bring Ms Mind to tto 
GtiTpelf and not wi«ft tfae GoTpel la his Min4. 
&it' Vice and Siii, being' altovred and predomiA 
mm in the ^oiii» muft needs waff^ the Judgmeaa^ 
aod ckp a heavy Biafs on it, that wUI draw it to 
Fovottr, as nudi as may be, tbeirinteiell: in att 
IHlatlera it is coocerned in. And therefore o 
Man df wicked and depraved Afibdfonst cfnnot 
bift be exceeding imapt to ftudy a Book wfaoft 
I>c%n is fnch as the Oorpel's is. £at Ae ob«3> 
didmly difpofed will bring fret, ingenoous, and 
oancHd Spirits ta this Woric, and dierefore k4 
^mty hily pispased to' do it wkb good Snceeft. ' 
Second!}', This honeft and fincere Temper bf 
Mind wSl hdp a Man to ei^denc^ for his Satif* 
ti&ion concerning the mam Dodrines of ^ 
Oofpe), ftr excelling any diat cian arife ffoiH 
mere Speculation^ liamely, that hfSenfi and Jtri 
^iriince. The Man who is endued with it, (haA 
lum; $fAi thSfrine^ /Act/ it is tfG^ be fhall not 
Mfi)y ArZrk;^ if at^eofding to the llrift Notion of 
Aat Phrafe. There is an inward Sweetnefs til 
koly Troths that a good ^kxA #tll feKfii and fti 
irlsilr, but the yiriated Msites of tbbfif that are itt 
Love Whh any Lttft cinrnot tafe it; ^ JRBto j&w^ 
|faid Dmni) ar$ ibj W^rJi untp niy Ta/hy yea^ 
fiouui^ tkm ikf^^^^^tMk. hawnoM 
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J>mimfbmmm give hut vMy p(M>r and ilight SM* 
faSion in cQtnpMfiiA of tbat Caowbdigo whidi' 
ttifes fiioiii £«»^««^^AgMr)^ ^ this later 
idMo^iil rciiteiw4it fram ail Doubt and Unect*' 
faintjr. IVittfH^ tbat^iraft fe fax St^m bdng a 
wiak vlAfiaiifl^ «liai it waa a nurfl f»#ti&f aii4 
tedMfr«paechoflhehallaftMartyr^ T^M^itJ^ 
cmmoi JUffnOe^ Itaniit forOmfl. Itooae who 
has calked Honey, can at aU doubt df its %m!fS^ 
fiels, though he ma/ want Cunning enough Ic^ 
anTwer the Arguments wheipdMr a Soj^hifter naif, 
afaam^ to p^ove k bitDer. 'We %» fmt^ is U^ 
li^fitig. And the great Evidance that ottl^£avto«^ 
^ved himfelf to be the MiffiM$ bjr^ was lh^*cP 
Aajfr. 1^ -Ihia was Tkmat his Ineredulity^ (yeiy 
fcong as it was) immcdiateiy ovcicome. Anid 
the ^9£ly Senfes are not liiereifrfaUiUe than is^ut 
the pum/M^nik of the Smd^ 

Thirdly, The afocefaid Teniprr ef Mind wift 
feure, fcom the CaaTes ef EtrxXf in thofe Poinai 
whichafieofweigfaiicftfapiiortanfce. It is certain 
that Miftakes about thefe camot poiSbly ari6 
from the Ofafcurity of that Bool^ it being; a«. 
plain aa Heart can wifli in all Matteia of abfolefe 
Neceffityi ai hath been fliewn in ny fiook inti* 
tkd the Priuciplts ami PrsnStiiis vfterudn mpAuU 
{HvfMitM ; Therefeffe Errors wiucb are of adai»i 
pahle Nature muft neceflarilf jpfocasd iiEooi vkU, 

0,4 ». Qn/t 
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. X. Gr^/i Jgnar4mBf,::hut ic is not poOibld to find, 
this in any Sfwl, fmccndy. ddfuioys to <^bey Gp(k 

■ t* Jipo kigb Caiman pfmr Paris uni Reafin t 
by whicb Uoten oocafioocd a Rejc&ion ot.wi^i^. 
(fm^r they am not -able lo comprehend.. Bat ihfii 
hprieft »iid hucnble:Soul. can have no Aicb Caor 
tfiiti^ of tis Heafon ; he knowa nothing more ua^, 
doubtedly than that, he i& a ^eak and (haJk^v^. 
Creature. He knows that tbc moft contemptible 
InkStt ai^ cpmmon Weed, are ab}e to pofe ,an4 
p,m hi^it.toa nanphui and that it Wo^\4 thex^>:: 
{of^ be the Mgbeft of Arrogances in him xo bfi^. 
lipve nothing revealed to him, but what is sm. 
^de^iiate Otje^l.of his Underftartding*. .Thii^ 
Mao will fubmit his Reafon to divine R,/^yeIatiogn^. 
|)Qd.not divine Revelaiion to his Reafoiu 'Till 
tfue he^^nnor^ though he would never fo faao^ 
believe that which manifeftJy cimtradiSfs the Reaw 
ibaof hisTvlindy and the innate Senfe of his Soul ^ 
but therefore it iscertatn that no fuch things are 
to be^f<«nd in the Gofpel, nor can be a Matter 
pC .d'Kine Rf velatbn. 

r..^, Preud Jffeihtian ^ being tbmghi wifer^boH 
$lAers^ .This was the. great thii^ which made the 
firft. Ucreticka which the Church of Chrift ever 
faie.w.:.,es appears .by. the arrogant Title they af^ 
fiunb to tfaemlelyesj difting^ifiung their SeBi- by 
^tiJtiamt >di Gji^cku .But that Temper of 
Mind which makes Men unf^ignedJf (kfireus .of 
Piety and Virtue, is inconfiftent with all fuch 
ambitious and aipiring iTfaought^* 
: 'J .1 ^ 4. Lipiortfi 
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:r.4^ i^iquoriftf^ Curiojity dnd.Wanta/inefs/of Sfiirit»\ 
When P^ple arc g'utte^ wi^h thfofe whpl^foW^ 
Trutbfi wtthwhiph they, h^v^. for manyYeafs*^^ 
entertaiDedsraQdivill be buif^mg after Nov^Uies^ 
^hcn thef grow weary o/( thpir honeft Tracheftf, 
and wUl^ ^ follawing .eVfry- Upfiatt that feif 
lliai^lf jn OpF'fition fl^f^fieen; it cao'tiani^ 
otherwife be but th^t tbeyrmitit faH'iDfo dlEingtrr**' 
Qus Errors* The Apofile- faith, 2 77;i|. 4V«- J-* 
that, Tbs Tinu^U c$me ^kfg% ibey wili mUtn^^trt^. 
found D^ffrine^ but aftir their oion Luflfi 1^ll4bqt 
keap ta tbmfelves Timbers : (but how comVIs jic m 
pats that they will do thu? ? it follows), hayisig^ 
itching Ears, But ^he. obediently-inclinc^ Sbttl 
will Jbc careful to keep in that good Way, urhich 
by Experience he has found to be To, and to ayoj^ 
all Bypaths.. Nor wtJI he be running af^er Se* 
ducers, but ihun them all he can^ as being conr^ 
fcious of his own Weaknefs, and his Aptno^ 
without the .Grace- of God tc^he mifled. '7 . 
"j ; 5t The Love efi and biing wadded to- affy, oni 
-Lufi wbatfoever^ will certainly endanger Meii^s.fid^^ 
Mf^ into the. W9rft of Here^s* When Men bat^^ 
fooie beloved Sins' or Sin, with which they are 
refolved they will not p^rt,, and are as a Righ$^ 
Eye or. Right Hared « to them, they are eafily per* 
iaaded to entertain fuch Principles as wiil^allow; 
them tdive in them, and to ^andon thofe as 
will not J and therefore to wreji the Scripturn 

» Mat. V. Z9, 30. , 
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«J4 ffc 2)i8/15fJ» >/t3^5^8W 
(•ft thofe the Apoftle ^k» of» 2 A^. iii. t6) l)^^ 
tfurr oum Dkftruami t^i pu^ 't\mm lA^^' tl&s 
Kftck' to make them fpeak 'fcchtkihg!^ a9( tmy 
•onfift With the Inftertft bf th^ tetfi^t Ap]^^' 
tites. ^odvolunm$\ faciU^&iiimiiiy fhttwhtdr 
we wouhl ;k9«rr to be trQe, we eafif jr Mirtl^ ils fel^ 
dinct whsit ture defire flfoillid be fnflfe^ v^ti are ii^Ml 
Ktttt Difficuhy pertoded to diO^eliH^e. ^Tlii^ 
ikerdbre, haft had (b fearful an Influeikse 6n1not )i 
fiw, as to caitfe them at length to throw vMf 
Aeir BIBLES, t6 deny the Imnfort^Kty ^^ 
their Sou)9) and difhelieve as mtich as thcyeaii' 
even the Being of a Deity, becaufe th«y are fen-^- 
fiMe that while they continue in their Stns» it is ' 
iniinitely their Intereft that the Holy Scriptures 
fiiould be fiilfe, that there (hould be no othet^ 
Life, and noGod« But I need not fay, that th«^ 
liMeft obedient Perlbn is one that h not deVOte^^ 
tOa^yLuil. ■'•■-.■:■:?.. 

6. Tbi' juft Judgment e/God updn thife and ifM' 
mh jfctounts^ is the laft Caufe I fliall mentidn of 
Men's di(belu?ving the Gbl^el, and reAotnicing xnf- 
of the Eflentials of Chr iffianity. Even as they M^ , 
mi tike h retain God in their Knowledge ^ (that is> 
to aAnowledge him in their P^afticcf) GodgaM 
them up to a reprobate (or an adulterate, corrupt"^ 
ed) Miniy Rom. i. 28. Becaufe they received mH 
the Love of the Truths that they might he' faved i 
God Jhe^ fend them Wg^kv n^inviy Strength (fBe^ 
bfiony that they jhould believe a Lye ; that they alt- 
might be damned ii/ho believed fiit the Truthy but 

: . bad 
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kmt Mfafars ib Vnti^UHMfmfi^ % ThcOI ii. io» 

1(MmIi«o 4lM nmft Am^twm Enon^ bow aukIi 
fiioteiliett mufttbefv needs h ii^ whtit they art 
hkdkxA xvkh the 4ivifie V«ngeaBC« ? Bm if A* 
W{^/ WNiAtk-^dient Temper «f Soul will kcatk 
fpRfiB the«l£tfr*Cttii(es.<tf £rrormd£«diiabiH H 
vidli^: ill (b doitig» fecure from tki$ Uft^ 
< '• So that it i» manifeft that a fincere Dtfirt «f 
ftiflhtrburaerii and true Holinefe, will not fail t# 
Wp.Mcn to a thorough firiief, and foflteiafit imw 
^{ianding of^tbat Book which i^^^^defigneA 
to indue them with it : and that nothing can oci 
ckfion the contrary, bt^ a wilful adhering 10 
JatM one or other Immorality ^ and that thia hath 
■ very great Aptneft To to do. So that it i$ not 
the leaft Matter of Wotider, to fee Men of eX« 
ceNem Wits, and brave Accomplifhments, either 
fiiH rriro grols Errors, or even into a ftat Difbdief 
kif ' the Chriftian Religion* As ftrange as thrl 
toay feem to fome, it appears from our paft'Difr 
iboiirfe, tl^at there is not any reat Caufe of Adm)^ 
ration in it. For other Endowments, of as er« 
teHent Ufe as they may be when accompaniai 
wkh that of an obedient Temper, muft needs dd 
biorf Hurt than Qood to the Souls that are adorns 
ed iK^ith tliem, when feparated from it, and occa* 
fion dibfe Vices that may well make way for Hit* 
lelks. And it is certain that an acute Wit, when 
it has not a purified Senfe going along with it, ta 
fo far from bdi^ a iuffictenl Prerequifitc to the 

right 
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fight i4ndpff^afid^ngroj[:^i»gcBcUTrudi$; dMil 
^ IS ^ mHs^e an £|)git9r ^% .thc^raad, Hgcwt^ 
iCai^c(ui€to^0ia^ life iQfy Mibo^dev tQNJ(ke(l»ri«g« 
ing ateutMa.miicbievQUft'Dfrignsiupoo tfae.Peiv 
ion th^ t$ Maftec of \l4 )is> diat Indeed^ it i^ od 
ihr comr«ry» rather MatCfffof Womkc, 'thttaiqr 
JM^lfaaKthas a naught|^ M^ihodld hav«^a good 
Judgment in cvai^eJicaF Truths, though botbibis 
oatiirglCand acquired Pacts ihould be never', fo 
fgr^at. And again, we may without- tber 1$al 
£fcach:of Charity prefiurtie, that iWhofoc^rec^ t^ 
|iiiba(IV:CiiRP«nify.48 (u^emly made -koowib 
jufher.diibeiieves ic, or any of the Fundam^i^i^^ 
f^ \^y\i\& Heart i& nuicI]|,morc in Fault th^.^lf 
^^^ and, tl^at he h^s d^kened his difceralng 
Fof ulty^ and greatly dimmed the £ye of hi^.^f^^ 
})y eri^c^tatjiipg fame filthy Luft that fends,iip,f| 
Xhick Fog -and Mjft of Vapours to it.. Jf [onj 
ifii^^JMch •therwiji (fays St. Paul^ i Tim. Y}^^t\ 
fvtd CGfift^ not to whoUJbme H^ardt^ ruent}^ ^^^ 
^mr^Lord J^JiisCbrtft^ and, to, the Doj^tmfiihpt ^ 
accorjUn^ M. (^r.Qdlinefs \ . be is prou^^ &c. apt h^ ^ 
uie^k ^lid cannot^ but he is wicked and will not \xjaLr: 
jl/;rftan^ ^h^ Truth, And,,by the way» tjii^ .Dir:^ 
f ourfe may c(jnduce to the no fn^^ll ^ncour^ge,7 
incnt of th^ weaker Sqrt : let fi|cb JbcW^ l)?^^ 
uly folicitous about doing God's Wi|l, ^n^^^av.-^ 
ing'the Deiign of the,Gpfpel efFe£le/i in thfp^ 
^nd cheyTi^e^ ^lot feaf tba; thdr W^aknef^jiHill 
))etr^y them into^ihe wrong W^ t^Bltflq^^cft.*, 

e. . ■• ;. •. i i v.M.'.^,-4[ g :■ I-} mm liA ct 
V 6 CHAP. 
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^ c A A P. xnr. 

The Lalt Inference. 

yfcif we are taught hy the Defign of Chri- 
* ' fttanity, wherein the Effence^ Power and 
, Life of it conjijls. Inftances in whai kind 

ef things it c^njtjls not. For what Endf 

, \ tb/t.feveral Exireifes ^f Piety and Bevo* 

! iion^ are injoined. Hew God is glorified 

hj Men^ and by what Means. Wham it i) 
" mr Duty to ejleem^ and carry ourfelves 
^ ' ' towards 9 as true Chrijiians. ^hathyfoU 
lowing the Example of Cbriji, and mak* 
\, ing his Ufe our Pattern^ we Jhall 4iifjur4 
. ^ourfelves that (he CeGgn of Chriftiaiikjr 

is €ffeSed in us^ end that we an endued 
- with' its Power. 

LAftly, We learn from the Doftrine of the 
Defign of Chrljiianiiyj wherein the EJfence^ 
Power and Life of it conjijls^ viz. In a good Stat6 
<and Habit of Mind, in a holy Frame and Tem- 
per of Soul J whereby it eftecms God as the 
bhfefeft Good, prefers him and his* S6n Jefm be- 
fore all the World, and prizes above all things aa 
Intereft in the divine Perfections ; fuch as Jujiici 
i« and 
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4^ ^iux^r^<SMii9ka^. sut^m. 

and Righie9ufiufi^ waver fd CbarHy^ Goodfie/s^ 
Mtrcf and Bahititii aod aH Kinds rf Puritp 
Fmoi whence nacnralljr proceeds r hearty Cooi'^ 
pBance with ail the holy Precepts of the Gofpeli 
and fincere Endeavours to perform all thofb 
Aftions which are agreeable to theni) ale neeeA 
lary Expreffioss of tbofe and the like VirtiM^ 
and Meafia for (be obtaining and Increaft of 
them ; and to avoid the contrary. 

TKf Kingdom of God (or Chriftianity ) h not Mmi 
omdDrhdtytta Rigbtoonfiuf^ Piatij imdj^ff ikil^ 
iUfGbt^i as St. fahl tctif m, Xofmi^i ry. 
That 18, it cdnfifta not in any mer^ easMmal 
Matters, or bodily Exercifta^ which (allewfcore 
be fays) do frofa hut IktU \ And, not in fiic|i as 
lie there means, vis. things of an indiflvrent Ntf- 
tore, and neither Good nor Evil y fo neither la 
fbcb as are very good and laudable for the Mai- . 
ler of them. It is only their flowing from* att 
MMn/ Principle of Holineft, that denominaiss 
any whatfoevar Cbrffiim Adions. Sot (bdi as 
are only occafioned by ceitaia eatenial- Indace* 
snents and Motives, and proceed not from any 
^ood TcflAper and Di/pofition of Mind, t^ th#y 
never <b commendable in thennfehres, fyak ii6t 
him who performs them a true and fincere Cbrl- 
ftian, Hoisnot aJiWy iays the fame,Apofti€» 
liar is om outwardfy^ neitbor is that Cinamcifiom 
idmtisoKtwardimthiFl^: hut ho is a Jow, t/mi 

* I Tim^iv. 8/ 

« 
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jr. am mwardl^i ani Qbc^ancifim isjbat 9/ ^ 
Bu0i m tbr JSfiriij <mji not m^ i(f4 iMtsr^ vAsft, 
Praifi is noi of Men bt^f^Gnd^ R091* ii« 28, 29k 
T^at bf be oiiiy. 13^ a true Child of Abr^iham^ 
wba in the Pwity of .the Hq^* otMcys diqfe ftA- 
j|aiKi4lravr« which 9nre ioipoii^d hy Qod upooi 
bim* And if up one that does not thus^ iiiig}« 
pro|MuJ}! be eddied a 7^^« ^^ ChiU of v4ftre»^i9«ii» 
mudi Ufs can the Name of a Chriftian and a Z^. 
^>ft 4/^i^ ^#^ 7^1 be due to hiao^ He ^K «a 
K^idftnl} iiKonJy fo> in whom theD^^^fifi- 
>^i// i^ in foiae n»«aCiire accompltfiied. AvA 
%xV^t96^^^ from. what has been iaid> that ita D«« 
I^R.ia, primarity and immediately upon .^.^^ 
l^if % whi^hy being ratified and renewed) wiUcea* 
Uli^lji.diiaQvef itfetf fo to be thsoogbaiit the t&Mr 
Ttqfir^. J^nrmjpod Trn iviil m$ Mng forth €wrvf$ 
frwlttmr^^9rrupl>Trieffod Frmit^ M«iir Sa?ioN« 
im^A K Were it pofthle (aa it is fiot) ttal 
Wfi AmU fofbeat aU outward A&s of Sin,, asd 
ffgt euf &mh cleave to it, we could not but he 
iteftiWe o( the Life and Pomer of Chriftiantlji;. 
And fli0uL4 we abound, never fo much in abc 
SiieKift of good Duties, if our Dofign in fod^ 
iag^ be t» gi^tify any Luft, and fer ve fome cMufi 
Ivm^ ihey will be fo far fromC6f^i^ Afiimii^ 
ibatiht^ oiay be moft truly aod properly caiki 
Si^^^ TketeisoooneOttiymttreafFeaiQn^taijr 
iaMlMile«dediii.lbe Go^-thaii! is Alma-givinss 
* 
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t4<> tie Di^kofi::iniJ^ 
6ut to give Alms to be-fafR and praifed*i>y 
Men, is no bctter^in bafe Hjpoerify (as Chrift 
has told u^) fo ^ is it froin zn £xpr6£on of 
Quriftian Chafritr. And whatfoev^r nuumalif 
virtuous Af^ions proceed not from the Principle 
6f Love to Virtue, though I canftot fay that til 
filch Ire hateful to God, yei they^wanr that De»> 
gree of Perfe<$bon that is requifite to make them 
trulf CbrijUan. And it- is a plain Caie, that he 
is not the Chriftian, who is much empioved in 
die Duties of Prayer, hearing Gbd% Wotd^ 
leading the Bihle and other good ^ooks^ ifu, 
but he who difcovers a good Mind in them, in 
•whom ihe End of them is e^ltded, aAd . who ii^ 
the histur for them* This is^tbe fiufineft for th# 
6ke of which Prmfir h enjoined. We are<heret» 
Iq acknowledge God's in6nite P^feAions^ and! 
our Obligations to him, that we may expreft our 
liearty Senie of them, and in order to our be^ 
ing the more affcded with thefe^ and our having 
the more grateful Refentmeots ofihefc^t *Wt| 
are in that Duty to addrefs ourfel^ea -ti^the dt^ 
vine Majefty, in the Name of Chfift^ for what 
we want ; that we may by this Meant both €xn 
)pre6 and encreafeour Dependance oh Mht,- aaA* 
iruft in him for the obtaining of it^ And taCMi«^ 
Stb and bewail our Sifis, to tsxercife Gotdly £of«> 
TOW and Contrition of ^oul; and that by iovdo-c. 
iag. we^nay beio^mu^b ibo moFo^'deefK^ biim^ 
bled for them, and haye the greater Averfenefi ia 
our Wills againft tfa^oit The Cooaaiiiiuon which 
'— wc 
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we are to enjoy with God in Prayer^ 13 fuch as ' 
confifts in being enamoured with the Exceikn- 
cies which are in him, and in receiving Commu- 
nications of his Nature and Spirit from him. 

Therefore alio are we commanded to hear 
and read God's Word, that we may come there- 
by to tinderftand, and be put in mind of the feve- 
ral Buties he requires of us, and be powerfully 
moved to liie doing of them. 

And the like may be faid concerning all the 
either Exerctfes of Piety and Devotion, the £nd 
of them is more and more to difpofe our Hearts 
so the Love, and our Wills to the Obedience of 
our blefled Creator and Redeemer. And bufying 
ourfelves in any of them without tbu Defign^ may 
well be counted in the Number of the fruitleis 
and unaccountable A£H<mis of our Lives. To 
do thus is prodigally to YftBot and mi^end our 
Time ; as the Jews were upbraided by one of 
their Adverfaries, with doing, upon the Account 
of their SMath^ faying. That they loft Me Day in 
fpoen. And tbofe who are moft conftant in their 
Addfefles to the Majefly of Heaven, both in the 
pubiick and private Worihip of him, if they go 
into his Prefence with the Entertainment and Al- 
lowance of any finfiil Ailefiion, they have never 
the more of the divine Approbation upon that 
Acount. Ifl reptrd^ fays David^ Impdty in mf 
JHioriy iheLirdmll mt bearnu. God efleems 
no better of fuch. as do (b, than as hypocritical 
Fawners upon him^ and folfe*heartcd Compli- 
R meaters 



Digitized 



by Google 



a4» tbtI>ifiSf^$fCtTiJHai&ty. Scft.III. 

ncnters of Mm \ and has dedared tbat their Sa-. 

crificet ai!e an AicjnwUim to him. The Gene- 

rahty of the Jeuis were Gich a People: God b^ 

his Prophet 1/aiab fpeaks thus concerning them* 

Thiyfegi me daily^ and diU^ht to know my ff^ays^^ as 

a Nation tbat did Righteoisfne/sy and forfook not the 

Ordinance of their God. They afi of me the. 

Ordinances ofjnftice^ they take Delight in approach-- 

ing to God, They were a People that loved to 

fail and pray^ and afflid^ thor Soul$» and to make 

ibdr Voice to be heard on high : but giving Liberty 

to themlelves ia plaia Immoralities, God-declared 

diat al^ thi» was even hateful to him ; as may be, 

fcen in the fifty-eighth of Ifaiah* And he there 

likewife tells them> that the Faft which he took 

Pleeifure in^ confifts in kofmg the Bands if IVicked^ 

n$fi^ in undoing the beea^ Burthens ; and letting the 

(hp^iff^ i^fi^^l i^ hreaihg every Toke\Jndeal' 

ing their Bread to the tbmgry } and bringing the 

ioear thcA are cafi out to Aeir Houfes \ in covering 

the Naked \ and the Exerciie of ftrid Juflice, 

Mercy, and Kindoefs* And in the firft Chapter, 

hgt aiks them, To what Purpofe the Mubitude of 

their SacriJ^eswore [ though they were no other 

than hr Uaifelf by the Law of Meft required) 

and charged thdtivi^ hieing no msme vain Ohlatians' 

to him ; told them that their Inanfe /wen* an Abomi* 

fuOiamtn hiut^ their snc; Jdtorn ^ui Saibatbs^ and. 

caUitig <f Jffemblies he^ coidd not away.mthf.thstt 

their jeienrn Jfimbfymoi Imqmtyy that their new 

Mem and appointed Feejh bis Soul hmed^ and that 

heiwasveeary to bear thtm. And all this becaufe 

thefe 



Digitized 



by Google 



thefe were the or&f or main things they recom*- 
mended themfelves to hnti by ; their Religion- 
chiefly confifted in them ; and' they gave them- 
felves Leave to be unrighteous, cruel and umner*^* 
ciful, as may there be fcen. 

God abhors to fee Men come cringing and< 
crouching before him, beflowing a great Heap- 
of the befl Words upon him, and the Worft upon- 
themfelves, and with dcjeded Countenances be-' 
moaning themfelves, and making lamentable: 
€omplarnts of their Widcipdnefs to him, im-' 
plormg Mercy and Favour frcmi him,&V. whew 
they refolvedly perfiA in Difobedience, So far 
are fuch things as thefe from being able to make 
Amends for any of their Sins, that God accounts 
them no better than Additions to their moft hei« 
nous Impieties ; as by the fixty^fixth of I/aiah it 
&rther appears : it is &id riiere, Hi tbsa kilktk 
an Ox^ is as ifhefiew a Mim ; be that facrificdh a 
Xambj as if be cut off a Dofs^ Neck ; be ibat offer^ , 
€tb an Obkaim^ as if bg affcrei Stuines Bhedi b$ 
tbat burneth Inmfe^ ae if be bhJfeiaH IM. And 
kow came this to pais^ it fetlowsi Thef, iaz» 
ihofen tbeir own Ifays^ and tbeif Soul deHghteth kk 
ib^r Abomuaticns. So that if be bad fiicb tm 
Opinion of the goodKeitaod noft acceptable Se«* 
crifices, when ofiered bji difiAedtent aad tnuodo* 
ftl Perfons, under the Law-^ it-ii impoflible thaft 
faeiliouMrhave one J<9t a better o( tbe moftailvtf-t 
tionate Devotiivis of lhofi» tiif^t^kq m Care to 
be ualfy and inwardly righteous, under the Q^ieit 
& 2 Aad 
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And in being fo, CQnfifts (as was baA) the Soul 
wd Life of ChriSianky. 

Not that %tru$ Chriftian can have undervaluing 
and flight Thoughts of the external Worihip and 
Service of God ; nor that he can contemn or 
negled praying to him, fingtng his Praifes, hear- 
ing or reading hb Word, &/• Nothing lefs : 
fer by the ferious and diligent Performance of 
tbefe and the like Duties, he comes to ax^quire 
and increafe that good Temper of Soul that gives 
him the Denomination of fuch a one, through 
die Affiftance of the divine Grace. He is one, 
to fpeak in the Words of HierffcUs^ as m&x^ & 
wx^im, 1^ fvp^fti » ffmUifn^ joins Endeavours to J 
Fray erf 9 and Prayers al/o (with the other Parts 
of divine Worfhip) to bis otber Endeavours. 
- Andibefi^eS). the folenui Acknowledgments of 
God, hptb in publick and .private, are Expreffions 
of natural Juftice. ^id aliud eft Pietas (fays 
TuUy) quam Juftitia adverfus Deos ? What ts 
Piety or Devotion hut Juftice t4mards God ? And 
each of the Significations of it, whether natural 
or poiitiye, they are Paynunts of a Due to him i 
fo that Men cannot be fo much as honejiy and 
omit the honouring of the divine Majefty by 
them. But it is certain that thefe Performances 
do him no Honour at all, any otherwife than as 
they proceed from a good and fincere Soul, And 
to this Purpofe our often recited Philofopher ^ has 

^ I£eroc/es^$ Conuncnts on Pythagoras's Golden 
Vcrfcs# 

this 
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this ocher excalknt Saying^- viz. The gnak^ 
Abundanci and prvfufe/i (hftBneffbof OblaHcns 
iring m H»mwr 19 God, ex'aft ihtj art offkred 
vmb a dmni Mind: fir th Gifls ami Saicrif 
foes rf F99b Oft hn F^d fir th Fire. Saerl- 
fits in ancient Thnes were called the Rod of 
Almightjr God, as being Provifion made for his 
flouie; but (fays this Philofopher) when th^ 
proceed from Fools (or wicked Men) they are 
at beft but die Firt's Meat : they fignify nothii^ 
to God» and are merely thrown away. 

And indeed the beft intelligible and moft fig- 
^ificant Honour that our devouteft. Services bring 
to God, is by their being a Means of making us 
more /f^^ to him. And as I (hewed, out of the 
learned Mafter Smiths Treatife, btw Gtd moft 
gltrifieih himfe^^ fo I think it not amifs to tran* 
' ftribe more Lines of that worthy Per<bn, wherein 
he excellently ihews bow we muft glorify God^ 
and they immediately follow the former. As 
Qoiifeeking his own Glory (fays he. Page 409,) 
in refpeSi of us is moft properly the flowing firth if 
' his Goodnefe upon us \ fo our feeking the Glory of 
God is tnojl properly our endeavouring a Participa^ 
lion of his Goodnefs^ and an eameft inceffant pur^ 
fuing afier divine PerfeSf ion. When God becomes 
fo great in our Byes^ and all created things fo little^ 
' that we reckon upon nothing as worthy of our Aims 
or Ambitions but a ferrous Partieipaiion of the £^ 
vine Nature^ and the Exercife of divine Virtues^ 
Love, Joy, Peace, Long-fufFcring, Kindnds,, 
R 3 Good- 
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^4^ neDi/lgn0f€hiftkmity. Seft. III. 

Oeodnefsy and iheUke: when the Soul htbtfkbng 
the infinite Biauiy and Leve^fs §f the Divhmyy 
and thin looting dawn and beholding all created Per-^ 
fiHion mantled over iviib Darhiefs^ is ravified inia 
Xave and Admiration of that never-fitting Srigk* 
^nefs^ and endeavours tfter the greatejl Refimbkmse 
jtf God in Juftice, Love, and Goodnefs : when 
>unverjing tuitb Aim h 'ii^vxv ;^va^, iy a ficret 
^ling'ffthe Virtue^ Sweetnefi^ and Powir ^ Us 
Goodnefi, we endeavour to affitmhte ourfetoes io 
him : then we may be faid to glorify bim indeed. 
jGodfieks no Glory but his owa, and we bave mm 
,af our own iogive him. God in aU things foeks 
iimfelf and his own Glory^ as finding nothing better 
.than himfelfi and when we lave him abofve all things^ 
fUnd endeavour to be mofi like bim^^ we declare fied^y 
ibat we count noibtng better than be is. 

And this fame excellent Notion the Pytbago-* 

* reans (however they came by it) did alfo teach* 

It was one of their Sayings, Thosi wilt heft glorify 

God^ hy Mffimilating and making thy Adind Uke t9 

''Cod. 

And I will trou1)Ie the Reader widi one more 
t)f our Philoibpher's Sayings, which is no lels 
worthy of his Obfervation than any cS the paft 
recited ones, vi%. Thou canfi not bonoscr Gad in 
giving ought to bim^ but by becomim a meet and 
\ worthy Perfon to receive /rom bim. Sec ISerocle^n 
Comment, in Aur. Carm. Page aa. 

And the great Oracle of Truth, our bleftd 
SaviouTi has affiired usj tbat^ Her^ /i bis Father 
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glmfiedj that we hear much Fruit ^ ; that we aic 
frciicfttl in all Holioefi* And we leam from St. 
Pad^ PUL uiu That they ajie the Fruits tf 
SAgbt€9ufiufi^ fjubicb art bf Jtfia Cbrift (or the 
Effods of his Grace and Holy Spirit) which re-> 
doufld t^ the Prmft and Glory cfG§iL And then 
we prailie him moft iignificandy and cffedually, 
when we ut filled (as there he prays the PhiUp^ 
fians may be) with thefe Fruits: when Righteot^ 
neft takes Poficffion of our Souls, grows and ea<- 
oseafes in them, and exerts itfelf in our Lives (as 
it muft needs do wfaeieibever it is) and our whole 
CoRverfation Alines with it. 

In ihort ; Cireumcifion is ueibifig, andUncirtum^ 
eifien is nothings (neither any Opinions, nor Per- 
formances^ nor Forbearances, which have no In- 
4uence upon the Soul and Spirit, are any thing ;) 
but the keeping the Commaudments o/Ggd, This is 
all in all. JnCbri/t Jejits nothing at all availeA 
but fucb a Faith as works by Lwe (JS ^tjfimt^ ii^- 
i^r^y or is perfeiUdby Charity) and a new Crea^- 
ture. And tf any Man be in Cbrift be it a new 
Creature i and -whofoever is a joew Creature^ is 
.in Cbrift, or a real Chriftian* All. which St. 
JPaul hath plainly taught us, in i Cer. vii. 19. 
GaL V, 6. 2 Cor. v. 17. Thofe in whom the 
•X)</%/i 0/ the Gojpel hath taken good Effed, are 
indeed CbrifiiansyWoA none but fucfa : in the Sue- 
cefs of that mufl needs lie the Power of Chrifti- 

» Jdm V. i8. 

R 4 anity, 
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anity, and in nothing cUe. hn^ therefore >wlip^ 
feever they are in whom the genuine YJSeEts of 
Righteoufiieft and true Holinefe are conrpicuous, 
we ought to look upon them as living Members 
of that Body whereof Chrift is the Head. Who- 
ever are ready to profefs their Faith inGod^ and 
Chrift, and the Holy Spirit^in aU Scripture Phrafea 
(without perverting their nanifeft and 8q>paient 
Senfe) and lead a Life anfwerabfe (for ought we 
can difcern) to the clear Imitations of our Savi- 
our's Will, and all the Rules plainly . laid down 
in. his holy Gq4>d, (though it fliould not be thek 
Fortune to concur with us in all our Sentiments) 
.it is our Duty to judge them tp be endued with 
.all the Eflentials, and integral Parts of Chriftia- 
nity, and to carry ourfelves towards them acooid- 
ingly : or we (hall o&rtbem too. great aTempia- 
tion to fufped that we ourftlves are ignorant 
wherein they coniifl, and for alt our great Pro- 
feffion are void of them. 

There is one thing more which I cannot for- 
bear to add concerning the ^^ty and moft 
'important Point we are now difcourfing, and 
which contains the Sum of ail diat need to 
be faid about it, viz* That it is Jmpoffible we 
fhould not have the Dijign of-ChriJiianity:9i- 
complifhed in us, and therefore that we .fliottid 
be deftitute of the Power thereof, if we. make 
aar Saviour's moft exaUint life (with a flwrt Ac- 
count of which we have been in this Treatife 
prefcntcd) t\ie Pattern of iuir Liva ^ if we write 
. : after 
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after that fair Copy he has therein fet us, if we 
tread in his bkfid Steps, and be fuch, according 
to our Meafiire and Capacity, as we have under- 
flood he was in this World. Thofe that iincerely 
and induflrioufly endeavour to imitate the holy 
Jefus in his Spirit and Anions, can never be ig- 
Jiorant what it is to be truly Chriftians ; nor can 
they fail to be to. And if the Hiftory of his Life 
were more perufed and minded, and if it were 
more lerioufly confidered, that he defigned to be 
therein our Example (as both he and his Apo- 
files have often enough afiured us he did) it could 
not poffiUy be that the De/ign of his Gofpel, and 
that wherein confifls the Power of Godlinefs and 
Soul of Chriftianity, fhould be fo miferably mif- 
taken, as we fee it is, by fuch a Multitude of 
thofe who are caiUd Chriftians* 



The Conclufion* 

WHAT remains now, but that we fedu- 
lottfly, and with the greateft Concern, 
betake ourfeives to find that, which has been 
proved to be the Dejign of Chrijiianiiyj accomn 
pliihed in our own Hearts and Lives. 

That we endeavour above all things, to walk 
worthy of ' the Vocation wherewith we are called ; 
and that our Comerfttthn h as becometh the Gofpet 

^f 
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§fChrifi : and by that means make it appear to 
ourielvcs and others, that we are not in theNum-* 
ber of thofe wretched Sods, on whom the Know- 
ledge of the moft imcomparahle ReKgion is 
thrown away, and beftowed to very yi, or to 
no Purpofe. 

That we place Ac King Jem of Gifd tiot in 
Wori^ but in Power ; and our Chriftiantty not 
in letting our Tongues loofe, but in bridling both 
them and our exorbitant Affeftions. 

That we make lefs Noife, be iefs ^utaHout^ 
and nnore obeSeni', that we tttlk and omV lefs, 
and be and Uve better : as well knowing,- chat an 
ohjef^ing, quarreifome, and wrangling fiiHiiouf, 
icrves to no better End, than eating out tbe 
Heart and Life of all true Religion. 

Let us exercife ourieivcs 4]nto real and fubftati- 
tial Godlinefs, and in keeping our Confciences 
void of OfFedce both towards God and towards 
Men ; and in fludying the Gofpel to enable us 
not to difcourfe^ or only to believe \ but alfo, and 
above all things to do well. 

Let us efteem Chriftianlty a Principle of fuch 
Vigour, Spritelinefs and A^ivity, as tobe'^dTuKd 
4>f nothing more, than that it cannot poflibly be 
where it does not a£f ; and that the Lives of tbofe 
that are indued with it cannot but bear Witnels to 
the Force of it. 

Let us do what lies in us to convince our In* 
fidels^ that the Religion of the blefled Jefus is no 
Txick or Device j and our wanton and loofe Cbri:- 

Jiians^ 
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^utm^ that it is no mti^nd Bufinefs, ox Jpeculative 
Sctence, by biting them fee what it has produced 
in otirfelTes : by fliewing them how fober and 
temperate, how cbafte, how ieverely juft, how 
meel^ and peaceable, how humble, how patient 
andfubmiffive to the Will -of God, how loving 
and obaritable, what Contemners of this World, 
and Confiders in God, we are enabled to be by 
thePower of it. 

Let uB declare that we are not mere Profeflbrs 
' of Faith in Chrift Jefiis, by doing Ads worthy 
of fuch a Faith : that we are not barely Reliers 
€Mi Chrift's Righteoufhefs, by being Imitators of 
it, by being righteous en he was righteous : that we 
truly believe the Chriftian Dodrinc, by chear- 
fuily complying with the Chriftian Precepts. 
Hereby let us know that we indeed know him, 
that we keep his Commandments™. 

By our Care thus todoihall our Minds (as hath 
httn fliewn) be enlightened in all necefTary 
Truth. It was by their Care to do the Will of 
Godi that the primitive Chriftians obtained the 
right Knowledge of it », And there is no fuch 
Method for the acquiring of all ufeful Know- 
ledge as this is. 

By this means (ball we alfo be kept condant 
in die true Piofeffion of the Faith. The Obe- 

"> John iL 3. 

Clem. Alexandra. Stromas Lib. i. Page 288. 
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\ dimi are the only ChrUUans that are out of Dan- 
ger even of a total Apofiacy } nor can, them be 
any fure Hold oi any one that is not obediooc. 
He wbofe great Defign is to keep the Commandlr 
ments of God, and his Son Jefus^ is the only 
folid, ftable and fettled Man. Our Saviour : has 
likened him unto a wife Man^wh'cb.htiii Ms 
Houfi uppn a Rocky which, notwithftandtng that 
the Rain defcended, and Floods came, and tbie 
Winds blew, and all beat upon it, fell not;,; ife* 
cauje it was founded tfpon a Rock • -And on the 
contrary he has compared thofo ibat bears^ but 
do not his Sayings, to a foolijb Man which bob 
his Houfe upon the Sands p ; which, when afi^I^ 
by a Tempeft, fell ; and great was the fidl of it. 
'Tis no ftrange thing to fee, a very highly ^4r? 
fejfmgy if he be not as qonfcieotioufly t^giz' 
Chriftian, tofled up and down like a Wave -of 
the Sea, and carried away with every Wind of 
Do&rine : but (o will not the obedient Perfon be. 
He roay ('tis confeiTed) alter bis Opinion in the 
lefs weighty and more obfaarely deUvered Ppints^ 
but to thofe which belong to the main Body and 
Subjiance of Chriftiankyj and are plainly reveal«* 
ed, as all fuch are, he will infeparably adhere^ 
By this means will our Knowledge be fandi* 
fied and made ufeful, but: without the;Cafe^of 
Obedience it will be utterly unprofitable, nay; 
of very hurtful and mifchievous Confequence. 

^ Mat. vii. 24. P Verfc 26. 

What- 
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Whatfbever Chriftian Knowledge is not impreg- 
nated with aniwerable Goodnefs, but is unac- 
companied with Chriftian Practice, is not only 
an infipidznd j^une^ but alfo a flatulent thing, 
that inflead of nourifinng is apt to fweli and puff 
up the Souls of Men \ I mean, to make them 
proud and highly opinionated of their own Worth, 
cenforious and Contemners of other People, and 
of a conceited and pragmatical, a contentious and 
unpeaceable Behaviour. And there is no Man 
but may obferve too too many of our great Pre- 
tenders to Cbriftianity unhappily exempltfying« 
and demonftrating by their Pradices, this fad 
Truth, 

By this means (hall we convince Gainfayers 
moie^than by any Arguments : but they are ne- 
ver like to be perfuaded that our Judgments are 
orthodox^ while they perceive our Converfations to 
be hariticaL Wicked Men are a great Difcredit 
to any Party they fide with, and do it mighty 
Diflcrvice. I wifli we of the Church of England 
did not know this by very woeful Experience. 
And on the other Hand, a good Life cannot but 
be of exceeding great Force to draw Didenters 
to the embracing of our Religion. We fee that 
mere Pretences to great Sanctity do ftrangely 
make Profelytes to feveral Forms, that have no- 
thing befides to fet then) off. And as for obftl- 
nate Perfons, who are peremptorily refolved that 
they will by no means be prevailed with to come 
over to us, they wili^ however, be greatly difabled 

from 
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from reproaching our Religion, when they are 
convinced that it hath excellent EflFedfe on the 
Profcflbrs of it : or at leaft, neither their Re- 
proaches, nor any Attempts whatfoever againft 
it, could then ever have Succefs, or be able ta 
do any thing to its conliderable Prejudice. Nor 
would that idle and fenfeJefs Talk, whereby fomc 
hot People endeavour to prove us an anU- chrtftian 
Churchy be by many, if by any, liftened to, could 
they difcern among us more Chriflian Lives: could 
they be once fatisfied that we efteem it our prin- 
cipal Intercft and Concernment, to make our- 
felves and others really and fub/}antial!y ^ood^ 
So is the fFill of God (faith St. Peter ^) that with 
well'doirfg ye may put to Silence the Ignorance of 
foolilh Men. 

By this means Ihall we pafs chearfully through 
this fad World ; and in thcmidft of our Thoughts 
within us, will folid Comforts delight our Souls. 
Little do thofe think of what Happincfs they de- 
'prive themfclves, even in this Life, who place 
their Religion in any thing more than in an uni- 
verfal Re'pefi to their Saviour's Precepts, There 
is no true Chriftian that needs to be told, that 
the more careful he is to obey God^ the more 
fweitly he enjoys himfelf: nor, that a virtuous 
and holy Life feveral Ways brings in a conftant 
Revenue of Peace and Pleafure ; even fuch as no 
earthly thing can afford any that deferves to J)C 



9 I Pet.ii. 15. 
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naned with it. Every good Man feels that 
Cbrift's Yoke is «)ot lefs phafant than tafy^ nor 
his Burthen more light than delightful: and that 
n// his Waji are, upon many Accounts, Ways of 
PUafantnefs^ and all his Paths Peace. So thgt, 
were there no other Reward to be hoped for» 
but what daily attends them, it would be moft 
unqueftionably our Intereft to walk in them, and 
to forfake all other for them : and there is no one 
of Cbrift's Difctples that by Experience under- 
fiand» what his blefled Mafter's Injunctions are, 
who would be contented to be eafed, though hq 
might, of them : or that would accept of a ^Z- 
eitdihom performing the Duties required by him, 
though he fhould have it offered him, even with 
the Broad Seal of Hczvcn (which is impoiiible to 
be fuppofed) affixed to it. 

But, Laftly, by this means (hall we obtain, 
when we depart hence, the End of our Faithy even 
the Salvation of our Souls^ and * arrive at a moft 
happy and glorious Immortality. By the Purfu- 
ance of real and univerfal Righteoufnefs (hall we 
certainly obtain the Crqwn of Righieuufnefsy which 
our righteous Redeemer hath purchafed for us, 
and God the righteous Judge will give unto us '. 
An exceeding and eternal JVeight of Glory vit (hall . 
afTuredly reap, if we faint not, an^ be not weary 
of well-doing. 

Glory y Honour y and Peace are the undoubted 
Portion of every Soul that worketh good ^ And 

' 2 Tim. iv. • Rom. ii, io« 

6 Blejfed 
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Bl^edare they that do his Commandments ^ for thef 
have Right U the Tree of Life ^ andJbaU enter thro* 
the Gates into the City ^ 

But if, on the contraiy, we foolifiily iatisfy 
ourfclves with an ineffectual Faith in Chrift, a 
notional KnovflcAp and empty Profeffion of his 
Religion, or a nieerly external and partial Righ* 
teoufoefs ; thefe will be fo far from intitling us 
to the exceeding great and precious Promifes of the 
Gofpel, that they (at leaft the three former) will 
much heighten our Mifery in the World to come, 
and exceffively aggravate our Condemnation. 

Let us hear the Conclujim of the whole Matter : 
Fear Godj and keep his Commandments (from a 
Principle of Love to him and them) for ibis is 
the whole of (the Chhftian) Man. 

* Rev.xxii. 14. 
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